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Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument
NATIVE HAWAIIAN PRACTICES Permit Application 

NOTE:  This Permit Application (and associated Instructions) are to propose activities to be 
conducted in the Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument.  The Co-Trustees are 
required to determine that issuing the requested permit is compatible with the findings of 
Presidential Proclamation 8031.  Within this Application, provide all information that you 
believe will assist the Co-Trustees in determining how your proposed activities are compatible 
with the conservation and management of the natural, historic, and cultural resources of the 
Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument (Monument).

ADDITIONAL IMPORTANT INFORMATION:

 Any or all of the information within this application may be posted to the
Monument website informing the public on projects proposed to occur in the
Monument.

 In addition to the permit application, the Applicant must either download the
Monument Compliance Information Sheet from the Monument website OR request
a hard copy from the Monument Permit Coordinator (contact information below).
The Monument Compliance Information Sheet must be submitted to the Monument
Permit Coordinator after initial application consultation.

 Issuance of a Monument permit is dependent upon the completion and review of the
application and Compliance Information Sheet.

INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED
Send Permit Applications to: 
NOAA/Inouye Regional Center
NOS/ONMS/PMNM/Attn: Permit Coordinator
1845 Wasp Blvd, Building 176
Honolulu, HI 96818 
nwhipermit@noaa.gov
PHONE:  (808) 725-5800 FAX:  (808) 455-3093

SUBMITTAL VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL IS PREFERRED BUT NOT REQUIRED.  FOR
ADDITIONAL SUBMITTAL INSTRUCTIONS, SEE THE LAST PAGE.
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Section B: Project Information

5a. Project location(s): Ocean Based
 Nihoa Island  Land-based  Shallow water  Deep water
 Necker Island (Mokumanamana)  Land-based  Shallow water  Deep water
 French Frigate Shoals  Land-based  Shallow water  Deep water
 Gardner Pinnacles  Land-based  Shallow water  Deep water
 Maro Reef 
 Laysan Island  Land-based  Shallow water  Deep water
 Lisianski Island, Neva Shoal  Land-based  Shallow water  Deep water
 Pearl and Hermes Atoll  Land-based  Shallow water  Deep water
 Midway Atoll  Land-based  Shallow water  Deep water
 Kure Atoll  Land-based  Shallow water  Deep water
 Monument Expansion Area
 Other 

NOTE: Shallow water is defined by water less than 100 meters in depth.

 Remaining ashore on any island or atoll (with the exception of Sand Island at Midway Atoll 
and field camp staff on other islands/atolls) between sunset and sunrise.

NOTE: There is a fee schedule for people visiting Midway Atoll National Wildlife Refuge via 
vessel and aircraft.

Location Description:
Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument

5b. Check all applicable regulated activities proposed to be conducted in the Monument: 
 Removing, moving, taking, harvesting, possessing, injuring, disturbing, or damaging any 

living or nonliving Monument resource
 Drilling into, dredging, or otherwise altering the submerged lands other than by anchoring a 

vessel; or constructing, placing, or abandoning any structure, material, or other matter on the 
submerged lands

 Anchoring a vessel
 Deserting a vessel aground, at anchor, or adrift
 Discharging or depositing any material or matter into the Monument
 Touching coral, living or dead
 Possessing fishing gear except when stowed and not available for immediate use during 

passage without interruption through the Monument
 Attracting any living Monument resource
 Sustenance fishing (Federal waters only, outside of Special Preservation Areas, Ecological 

Reserves and Special Management Areas)
 Subsistence fishing (State waters only)
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 Swimming, snorkeling, or closed or open circuit SCUBA diving within any Special 
Preservation Area or Midway Atoll Special Management Area
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j. Demonstrate that there are no other factors that would make the issuance of a permit for the
activity inappropriate.
I believe those who are issued to work and volunteer in the PMNM are equipped with
the resources and cultural protocol to gather the specimens in an appropriate mannor.

ADDITIONAL FINDINGS FOR PROPOSED NATIVE HAWAIIAN PRACTICES

k. Explain how the activity is non-commercial and will not involve the sale of any organism or
material collected.

Any and all work I perform is not for the sale and or noncommercial activities involving 
any of the specimens collected on my behalf. 

l. Explain how the purpose and intent of the activity is appropriate and deemed necessary by
traditional standards in the Native Hawaiian culture (pono), and demonstrate an understanding
of, and background in, the traditional practice and its associated values and protocols.

I approach this practice with a deep sense of reverence, respect, and pono, ensuring 
that it is carried out in a manner that upholds the cultural significance and protocols 
associated with this ancient art form. In addition, I will implement best practices and 
follow proper procedures for handling and transport of the salvaged mōlī and kaʻupu. 
This will ensure their preservation and prevent any damage or disturbance to the 
monument's resources. I will also engage in ongoing monitoring and evaluation of the 
activity to assess its impact and make necessary adjustments if needed. Furthermore, I 
recognize the importance of education and awareness-raising as part of the activity. I 
will actively engage in outreach efforts to raise awareness about the cultural, natural, 
and historic resources of the monument and the significance of preserving them. By 
sharing information and knowledge about traditional Hawaiian tattooing practices and 
their cultural significance, I aim to foster a greater understanding and appreciation for 
these resources.

m. Explain how the activity benefits the resources of the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands and the
Native Hawaiian community.

The proposed activity of utilizing feathers and bones from migratory birds for traditional Hawaiian tattooing benefits both the resources of the 
Northwestern Hawaiian Islands and the Native Hawaiian community in several ways. Firstly, the activity contributes to the preservation and protection 
of the cultural, natural, and historic resources of the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands. By salvaging and utilizing deceased birds for cultural and 
educational purposes, this practice avoids any harm or disruption to the live bird populations within the Papahānaumokuākea Marine National 
Monument. This ensures the conservation and preservation of the avian species that inhabit the area, helping to maintain the ecological balance of the 
monument. Secondly, the activity promotes education and awareness about the importance of the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands as a protected area 
for migratory birds. By engaging in this practice and sharing the knowledge gained from the process, practitioners and volunteers can raise awareness 
about the conservation efforts and ecological significance of the monument. This increased awareness can lead to greater support for the protection 
and preservation of the monument's resources. Additionally, the activity contributes to the preservation and reinvigoration of traditional Hawaiian 
tattooing practices within the Native Hawaiian community. Traditional Hawaiian tattooing is not only an art form but also holds immense cultural and 
historical significance. By using feathers and bones from migratory birds, this practice helps preserve and revive traditional cultural practices that have 
been passed down through generations. This connection to cultural heritage enhances the sense of identity and pride within the Native Hawaiian 
community. Furthermore, the activity demonstrates sustainable harvesting practices by only utilizing deceased birds that have been lawfully acquired 
for scientific or educational purposes. This approach aligns with the principles of responsible harvesting, ensuring that no harm is done to live bird 
populations within the monument. By practicing sustainability, the activity supports the long-term preservation of the monument's resources and 
maintains the ecological integrity of the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands. Finally, the activity promotes collaboration between Native Hawaiian 
practitioners and the management of the Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument. By incorporating traditional practices into the preservation 
efforts of the monument, there is an opportunity for shared knowledge and mutually beneficial partnerships that support the objectives of both 
conservation and cultural preservation.
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 Applicant CV/Resume/Biography
 Intended field Principal Investigator CV/Resume/Biography
 Electronic and Hard Copy of Application with Signature
 Statement of information you wish to be kept confidential 
 Material Safety Data Sheets for Hazardous Materials 
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