35°N

30°N

25°N

20°N

15°N

175°E

Photo by Na‘alehu Anthony

A Living Hawaiian Culture

Traditional Hawaiian accounts describe
Papahanaumokuakea as a sacred area from which
life first emerged and to which spirits return after
death.
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Endemic Sanctuary

The monument is home to many species found
nowhere else on Earth and is a critically important
nesting ground for green sea turtles and breeding
ground for Hawaiian monk seals.
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Predator-Dominated Coral Reefs

The monument protects 3.5 million acres of coral
reef where sharks and large fish like ulua (trevally,
pictured here) still dominate.
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Seabird Refuge
. The monument is home to over 14 million seabirds
(!leyu <<!USS Yorktown representing 23 species. This includes the world's
L largest colonies of Laysan and black-footed
(l Soryd albatross. Pictured above is the world's oldest £
<<lAkagi known bird in the wild - a Laysan albatross named Q2
<l Wisdom! Banded in 1956 when she was at least five
Kaga years old, Wisdom may have hatched more than 36
v chicks in her lifetime.
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- Traces of our Seafaring Past
2 B Maro Reef . -
= Archival research indicates there may be as many
T s e, Middle as 67 shipwreck sites, the earliest of which dates
............... Bank back to 1818, within monument waters. There are
............... Kaua'i also at least 503 aircraft sites, many lost during the
o Battle of Midway. These sites represent the legacy
O , of our nation's maritime heritage in this region,
A Lalo f O‘ahu providing a window through which we can better
_ . .0 understand our seafaring past.
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