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1. Identification of the Property3. Justification for Inscription

A Historic Moment

Support for the protection and 
preservation of the Northwestern 
Hawaiian Islands was overwhelming, 
with more than 52,000 public comments 
submitted during the 5 years of the 
proposed national marine sanctuary 
designation process, the majority in 
favor of strong protection. This public 
sentiment was part of what inspired the 
President to issue the Proclamation.

By creating a marine national 
monument President Bush 
immediately granted the waters of 
the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands 
our nation’s highest form of marine 
environmental protection. “The 
Northwestern Hawaiian Islands are 
a beautiful place,” he said, “and with 
the designation of the Northwestern 
Hawaiian Islands Marine National 
Monument, we are making a choice 
that will leave a precious legacy.”

“To put this area in context, this national 

monument is more than 100 times larger 

than Yosemite National Park, larger 

than 46 of our 50 states, and more than 

seven times larger than all our national 

marine sanctuaries combined. This is a 

big deal.” 

           ~ President George W. Bush

A Hawaiian Monk Seal, ‘ilioholoikauaua, 
(Monachus schauinslandi) sleeps the day 
away at Pearl and Hermes Atoll. 
Photo: James Watt.

Overview of the Proclamation
The President’s proclamation creating the Northwestern Hawaiian 
Islands Marine National Monument has given nearly 140,000 
square miles of land and ocean our nation’s highest form of marine 
environmental protection. It honors our commitment to be good 
stewards of America’s natural resources, shows what cooperative 
conservation can accomplish, and creates a new opportunity for ocean 
education and research for decades to come. The national  
monument will:

•	 Prohibit unauthorized access to the monument;•	 Provide for carefully regulated educational and scientific activities;
•	 Preserve access for Native Hawaiian cultural activities;
•	 Enhance visitation in a special area around Midway Atoll;
•	 Phase out commercial fishing over a 5 year period; and
•	 Ban other types of resource extraction and dumping of waste.Protection was effective immediately and includes requiring permits 

for access into the monument. Permits may be issued for activities 
related to research, education, conservation and management, 
Native Hawaiian practices, non-extractive special ocean uses, and 
recreation. Protections also include the prohibition of commercial 
and recreational harvest of precious coral, crustaceans and coral 
reef species in monument waters; the prohibition of oil, gas and 
mineral exploration and extraction anywhere in the monument; the 
prohibition of waste dumping; and the phase out of commercial 
fishing in monument waters over a 5-year period.
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Lipspot Moray Eel weaving in limu (seaweed)
(Photo: Susan Middleton and David Liittschwager)




