








“To put this area in context, this national
monument is more than 100 times larger
than Yosemite National Park, larger
than 46 of our 50 states, and more than
seven times larger than all our national

marine sanctuaries combined. This is a OVervi
big deal =W ofthe Prociamatio,
~ President George W. Bush

Support for the protection and Square mjleg of
preservation of the Northwestern
Hawaiian Islands was overwhelming,
with more than 52,000 public comments Stewards of Ap,
submitted during the 5 years of the
proposed national marine sanctuary
designation process, the majority in education apg research f,
favo'r of strong protection. T.his public Monument yyjj;. or decades tq come. The
sentiment was part of what inspired the '

President to issue the Proclamation.

By creating a marine national . ed access t the

monument President Bush Provide for carefully regulated e N

immediately granted the waters of Preserve dccess for Nagj selicational ang Scientific get

the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands * Enhance Visitar: 1ve Hawaijap Cultura] g¢¢ -
our nation’s highest form of marine - 1tation jp 4 Special areg -
environmental protection. “The ase out Commercig] figp; - Midway Aoy
Northwestern Hawaiian Islands are * Ban othey type Ng overa 5 Year periog-

a beautiful place,” he said, “and with bes of resourc > and

the designation of the Northwestern P
Hawaiian Islands Marine National Totection wag effe
Monument, we are making a choice
that will leave a precious legacy.”

A Hawaiian Monk Seal, ‘ilioholoikauaua,
(Monachus schauinslandi) sleeps the day
away at Pearl and Hermes Atoll.

Photo: James Watt.




Papahanaumokuakea Marine National Monument

Lipspot Moray Eel weaving in limu (seaweed)
(Photo: Susan Middleton and David Liittschwager)





