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PROCEEDI NGS

MR, FRANZEL: Good eveni ng,
everybody. | wanted to wel cone you to the Kona
public hearing. This is one of six that's being
held in Hawaii this week regarding President
Cinton's Decenber 4th, 2000 Executive Order
establ i shing the Nort hwestern Hawaiian |slands Cora
Reef Ecosystem Reserve.

These hearings are bei ng conducted on
behal f of the President who has requested conments
on the conservation nmeasures for the Northwestern
Hawai i an | sl ands Coral Reef Ecosystem Reserve
outlining the Executive Order and its proposal to
nmake t he reserved preservation areas pernmanent.

Thi s nmeeting has been organi zed by the
Nat i onal Cceani ¢ and At nospheric Adm nistration
which is part of the U S. Departnent of Conmmerce.
My nane is David Franzel and along with ny
col | eague, Ken Fukunaga, we've been asked to
noderate the hearing and serve as independent
hearing officers. W are neutrals. W are not
enpl oyed by any of the various agenci es.

We have present a nunber of

representatives fromthe Departnent of Conmerce, the
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Departnent of Interior. And I'd like themnowto
identify thenselves. Rob, US. Fish --

ROB SHALLENBERGER: Rob
Shal | enberger, Fish & Wldlife Service.

MR, FRANZEL: And we have M ke Murphy
and Charles Karnella.

CHARLES KARNELLA: |'m Charles
Karnella with National Marine Fishery Service and
Murphy is in the back

MR FRANZEL: In a few minutes Ken
will be reading to you key portions fromthe federal
regi ster announcenent that brings us here tonight
and then open the floor for your comrents.

First, I'd like to explain sonme of
tonight's procedures. |f you have specific witten
testinmony that you'd like to subnit tonight, we're
happy to accept it and we'll forward it to the
Depart nent of Conmerce after the neeting.

There are comment forns in the back. |If
you'd like to send it yourself by fax or mail, we've
al so posted the contact information for Roger
Giffis up here, if you'd like to take it after the
neeting, and also a web site

As you can see, we also have with us

tonight a court reporter. Her name is M. Ng.
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She's sitting up here. She'll be taking all the
testi mony.

If you'd like to offer public comments on
the record, please sign up to speak. The sign-up
forns are out there. W have sone peopl e signed up
al ready. Wen you wal ked into the room you shoul d
have seen the sign-in sheet. [It's right out there.
| don't think there is any nanes on it at this
poi nt, but we do have about 17 people signed up so
far. W'Il take the comments in the order people
sign up.

If you are going to conment, when you cone
up to the mke, if you could please identify
yoursel f and spell your last nanme for the court
reporter so she's knows who you are so it we'll go
directly into the record.

W want everybody here tonight to have the
opportunity to speak if you'd like to. To do that,

t hough, we need to limt the comment period. The
first round of comment periods we suggest be
sonewhere in the three to four mnute range for each
person that's at least signed up for this point if
you have a comment. And then once those peopl e have
finished their comment, if you'd |like and you stil

want to say nore and it's before 9:00, we'll go
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ahead and take some nore comments. |It's no
probl em

If you do speak, we encourage you to go to
the heart of your comments on the two topics, if you
could limt yourself to the two topics that the
Presi dent asked for public conment on.

Those are nunber one, naking the reserve
preservation areas permanent which is up there, and
secondl y, conservation neasures for the reserve.

What you see is what you want to conment on now.

Once again, if the three mnutes isn't
sufficient, we will be happy to give you a chance to
speak again after everybody has had a chance to
talk. We may do nore than one round of coments.

I know all of you have been to public
heari ngs where you ni ght have thought it didn't
quite work right, where people nmay have dom nat ed
their own agenda, sone didn't |earn anything, sone
didn't get a chance to express their ideas. W know
t hat people cone to neetings with strong feelings.
Sone of you are concerned about environment matters,
sone about Hawaiian cultural issues, sone about
commerci al fishing, and sone about all of these.

We request that all of you abide by the

followi ng protocols and courtesies. First,
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everyone's views are wel cone. Nobody gets
excluded. Respect, we know that the differences in
opinion are inevitable, especially when we talk
about sensitive environnental and cultural issues.
Pl ease |listen hard, abide by the three, four mnute
rule, and don't clap or boo because that can have a
way of shutting other people down. Once again, we
want everyone to have an opportunity to speak

In Hawaii the one thing we all seemto be
able to do than other places is to handle our
differences with al oha and that's how we're going to
try to do things tonight.

Now, with that I'd |like to ask Ken, Ken
Fukunaga, to go ahead and sunmarize key parts of the
announcenent, and after that we will then be
available to go into the coment period.

MR FUKUNAGA: Thanks, David. What

I'"mgoing to do over the next five or six mnutes is
just summarize for you the announcenent that cane
out in the federal register and go through sonme of
t he background so that all of you have the sane
i nfornmati on when we start the hearing tonight.

On Decenber 4, 2000 President dinton
i ssued Executive Order 13178 establishing the

Nort hwestern Hawaii |slands Coral Reef Ecosystem
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Reserve. This Executive Order was in response to
the directive that he issued in May to the
Departnments of Commerce and Interior to develop a
plan to provide strong and lasting protection for
the NVH, the Northwestern Hawaiian |slands Coral
Reef Ecosystem Specifically, the Secretaries of
Interior and Commerce in coordination with the State
of Hawaii and in consultation with the Wstern
Paci fi c Regi onal Fisheries Managenent Counci
initiated a process to cooperatively devel op
recomendati ons for a new coordi nated managenent to
i ncrease protection of the coral reef ecosystem and
provide for sustainability.

This process began wi th visioning
sessi ons, which were open hearings for public
conmment on the future of the coral reef ecosystem
These public visioning sessions provided extensive
input froma wide variety of groups that hel ped
shape the final reconmendations.

Addi tional input on the future of the
NVWHI , Northwestern Hawaiian | sl ands, was gat hered
from ot her sources such as the extensive public
i nput and research conducted by the Western Pacific
Regi onal Fi sheries Managenent Council in devel oprment

of their own draft Coral Reef Ecosystem Fishery






10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

11

Managenent Pl an

The Reserve enconpasses an area of the
mari ne waters and submerged | ands of the
Nort hwest ern Hawai i an | sl ands extendi ng
approxi mately 1,200 nautical mles |long and 100
nautical mles wide. The Reserve is adjacent to and
seaward of the boundary of Hawaii State waters and
subnerged | ands and the M dway Atoll Nationa
Wldlife Refuge, and includes the Hawaiian |sl ands
National Wldlife Refuge to the extent it extends
beyond Hawaii State waters and subnerged | ands.

The Reserve will be managed by the
Secretary of Conmerce or his or her designee under
the National Marine Sanctuaries Act and the
Executive Order. The Secretary will also initiate
the process to designate the Reserve as a Nationa
Mari ne Sanctuary. The nanagenent principles and
i npl enentation strategy and requirenments for the
Reserve are found in the Executive Oder which you
can find at the web site for NOAA

The President has initiated a 30-day
peri od during which the public nay submt witten
conments on his proposal to nake the Reserve
preservation areas permanent. The President is al so

requesting public coment on the conservation
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neasures for the Reserve. The President has
directed the Secretary of Conmerce to receive such
coments and to hold, on the President's behal f,
seven public hearings to accept witten and ora
conments on the proposal. Coments will be
considered if postmarked no | ater than January 8,
2001. Comments may be submitted by mail, fax, or
electronically, in addition to what is recorded here
today. And the sheet that's up on the wall to ny
right has the tel ephone nunbers, fax nunber, and web
site information for you to use to contact the
persons who are receiving coments.

Today's hearing, that is tonight's
hearing, is seeking comments on behal f of the
President on two main topics which are on the next
sheet to ny right.

The first topic is the conservation
nmeasures that were established by the President in
the Executive Order for the Reserve. Now, that's
the first topic. The second topic is the
President's proposal to nake the Reserve
preservation areas within the |arger Reserve
permanent. So the two things to keep in mind are
these two topics, the ones we are taking comments on

t oni ght .
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The first topic, the conservation neasures
that were established by the President in the
Executive Order for the Reserve include such
activities as, by way of exanple, exploring for
devel opi ng, or producing oil, gas, or ninerals;
havi ng a vessel anchored on any living or dead cora
when visibility is such that the seabed can be seen

Anot her exanple is drilling into,
dredgi ng, or otherw se altering the seabed, or
constructing, placing or abandoni ng any structure,
material, or other matter on the sea floor or the
seabed, except as an incidental result of anchoring
vessels. That includes the commercial fishing and
recreational fishing areas.

The second area of the President's
proposal to make the Reserve preservation areas
within the | arger Reserve pernanent nmeans that in
addition to the Reserve w de conservation neasures,
t he Executive Order establishes 15 Reserve
preservation areas where all consunptive activities
are prohibited except as expressly provided in the
Executive Order. These areas provide a greater
| evel of protection to the coral reef ecosystem
resources in certain areas of the Reserve. Certain

areas around the following islands are included in
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t hese Reserve preservation areas. You can see that
nost clearly on the map, the various areas that
we're tal king about, and | won't nane all the

ar eas.

In addition to the conservation neasures
that are nentioned earlier that apply throughout the
Reserve, the Executive Order provides that the
followi ng activities are prohibited.

Nurmber one is conmercial and recreationa
fishing, except when bottonfishing where expressly
allowed in the Executive Order. Two, anchoring in
any area that contains avail abl e nooring buoys or
anchoring outside an avail abl e desi gnated anchori ng
area when such area has been designated by the
Secretary. Three, any type of touching or taking of
living or dead coral. Four, discharging or
depositing any material or other matter except
cooling water or engine exhaust. And five, such
other activities the Secretary identifies.

The President took these actions pursuant
to the authority that was provided to himin the
Nati onal Sanctuary Anendnents Act of 2000. This Act
gave the President the authority to designate any
Nort hwest ern Hawai i an | sl ands Coral Reef Ecosystem

as a coral reef Reserve to be nanaged by the






10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

15

Secretary of Commerce. This same Act states that
any cl osures shall not becone pernanent without
adequat e review and coment which is why the
President is having these public hearings such as
the one tonight. This Act also directs the
Secretary of Conmerce to begin the designation of
the Reserve as a new National Marine Sanctuary.

These hearings are occurring here, on each
of the islands, and in Washington D.C. There is
nore infornation at the entrance to this hearing
roomas to the dates and | ocations of all these
heari ngs and other ways to submt comments.

The Departnent of Conmerce will pull
together all the conmments received or postnmarked by
January 8th, 2001 at these hearings and through
e-mail, fax, and mail and will transmt themto the
President/Wite House. The President will then
revi ew them and nake a decision on what further

action nmay be needed. Thank you for listening to

that introduction. | hope that's of sonme use before
you nmake your public coments, and I'Il turn it over
to Davi d.

MR, FRANZEL: What we're going to do
nowis | have a sign-up list here. People who have

signed up recently, there is still a list out there,
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"Il also call those people. But I'mjust going to
start in the sane order that people signed up to
testify tonight.

Coul d you pl ease cone up when | call your
nane to the mcrophone and you'll have about three
m nutes to nmake your conmments? Also, spell your
nane for the court reporter, so we have clearly who
you are identified on the record.

The first person is Dennis Rattinger

MR RATTINGER: Can | defer until
| ater?

MR FUKUNAGA: Sure. Don't all do
that. QG herwise, we'll just conme back to Dennis
again. You should take your shot now, | would
think. The next person is Tina Onens.

TINA OAENS: My nane is Christine
Onens, O we-n-s, also known as Tina Onens. | am
very much in support of the establishnent of the
Nort hwest ern Hawai i an | sl ands Coral Reef Ecosystem
Reserve. The extraordinary array of biological and
environnental treasures to be found there as
evi denced by the prelimnary findings of the |atest
scientific survey taken in the region just a few
nonths ago i s reason enough to wish this area to be

put off linmts to destructive inpacts by human
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bei ngs.
In addition, we have the rare and | ucky

opportunity to do this before environnental

degradation has set in and do this with virtually no

one hurt by the process. The comunity and
specifically the fishing community has been the
target of a massive canpai gn of m sinfornmation
designed to excite theminto opposing the proposed
reserve.

| believe you will find that the Wstern
Paci fi ¢ Regi onal Fisheries Managenent Council or
WESTPAC is primarily responsible for this negative
nmedi a canpai gn. The objections to the Reserve are
unf ounded and are based on patently fal se
i nformation.

Since the structure of the Reserve does
not dimnish present fishing | evels, WESTPAC s
opposition strongly indicates that they wish to
continue to have conplete control and unlimted
future access to narine resources around these
i slands and atolls.

| am convinced that WESTPAC i s not
conpetent to namke |ive nanagenent deci sions
concerning the invaluable and often irrepl aceabl e

mari ne resources of the region in question. Above






10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

18

and beyond the obvious conflict of interest caused

by fishing i ndustry owners being entrusted with

protecting the very resource they are exploiting for

profit, WESTPAC s perfornmance has been | aughabl e.

At | east one of the leaders of this
organi zati on has been found in violation of
WESTPAC s own managenent rules. Long |line boats,
sone of which were owned by one of the WESTPAC
| eaders were recently the subject of a court
i njunction stopping themfromfishing in a |large
portion of the Northwestern Hawaiian |slands unti
gover nment observers could be posted on their
boat s.

WESTPAC was al so responsi ble due to
appal lingly bad deci sions on all owabl e catches for
the conplete crash of the |obster fishery in that
region.

Considering their dreadful score card on
fishery managenent issues in the Northwestern
Hawai i an | sl ands, | would very nuch |ike to see
WESTPAC and its self-interest renoved from having

any jurisdiction whatsoever over the region. |

woul d prefer to have the entire preserve left in the

hands of the Departnent of Commerce to be handl ed as

carefully as any one of our national parks.
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Setting aside this large area for
preservation will ensure the |large corals and fishes
continues in this region in the Pacific, thereby
enhanci ng | ocal fishing stocks and repl enishing
| ocal reefs. And despite the |ow probability of
nost of us ever reaching that region to see its
wonders for ourselves, |, for one, would be glad
just knowing that it is there untouched and
unt ouchabl e.

This regi on should be our bank vault. It
shoul d be the storehouse for our greatest nationa
treasures, not as individual units in a nmuseum but
as a living ecosystem a rem nder of how our earth
shoul d have been, could have been, and still m ght
be.

| strongly support the inmedi ate and
per manent establi shnent of the Northwestern Hawaiian
I sl and Coral Reef Ecosystem Reserve. Thank you.

MR, FUKUNAGA: Thank you, Christine.

MR, FRANZEL: Thank you.

MR, FUKUNAGA: The next person is Bob
Onens.

BOB OVENS: M nane is Bob Owens,
Owe-n-s, and I'ma Kona resident and a nmenber of

the West Hawaii Fisheries Council. [|'mhere
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testifying in support of the Reserve.

While | would like to see the Reserve with
its 15 preservation areas prohibit all consunptive
activities, the present plan allow sone fishing and
it merits support.

Wth coral reefs around the world in
decline, it is extrenely rare to have the
opportunity to have a coral reef relatively free of
human i nfluence. A very inportant part of managi ng
this treasure is to mnimze the demands of the
Western Paci fic Regional Fisheries Managenent
Counci |, WESTPAC, and those persons who woul d
extract its narine resources for profit.

| personally had the opportunity to dive
the reef at Mdway Island a little over a year ago.
Conpared to our reef ecosystems around our nain
Hawai i an | sl ands, the M dway reef was spectacul ar

School s of giant trevally, ulua species,
endem ¢ Hawai i an groupers, sharks, and other |arge
predators were abundant. Diving with schools of
ulua is an unheard experience in the nmain islands
t hese days and gives us an idea of what our reefs
were |ike here before hunan inpact.

In particularly, the Hawaiian grouper

woul d approach me in 30 feet of water. 1've seen
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what spearfishing can do to these curious animals
which is why they are al nbst gone fromwaters around
the main islands. The only Hawaiian grouper 1've
seen in years was |last winter near South Point and
within a week | read that soneone had speared a
grouper in the sane area, an event unconmon enough
to rate a photo in the newspaper here. They don't
last long in areas where people can take them

In Mdway Isle | also saw and phot ographed
a nunber of species |ike a spectacle parrot fish
t he Hawai i an hog fish, and the Hawaii an bi g-eye,
aweoweo. These species, according to narine
scientists, abundant and obtain a larger size than
t hose sanme species do in our main islands. This is
undoubtedly due to overfishing of these animals in
our own waters. There were also schools of |arge
kumu, goat fish. Such a sight is rare on our main
i sl ands and | wonder why.

These narine ani mals need our protection.
Who will speak up for themand their natural right
to exist as nature intended? Let us, therefore,
approve and naintain this Reserve pernanently,
relatively free of human influence as a nodel for
the rest of the world to enul ate.

And as for the second recommendati on of
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conservation neasures, | can only say enforcenent,
enf orcenent, enforcenent.

MR, FUKUNAGA: Thank you, M. Owens.
The next person is Janice Kerr.

JANICE KERR. Hi, thank you. M | ast
nane is Kerr, spelled K-e-r-r, and | strongly
support the creation of the coral reef ecosystem
Reserve for the Northwestern Hawaiian |Islands as a
per manent protection for the fragile reef ecosystem
because it is the last remaining habitat for nmany
endangered species. It should be left wild and
especially protected from hunan greed.

The ultimte goal should be to allow this
area to thrive, not to decide how nmuch we can take,
destroy, or "use for inmmedi ate personal profit."
Utimte depletion of precious resources always
fol | ows.

There are unlinited exanples of this
pattern of destruction. This could be a chance to
do the right thing. Let nature be. W can't
depl ete every earthly resource. Thank you.

MR, FUKUNAGA: Thank you, Ms. Kerr.
Next speaker is TomFrio [ph]. W'Il pass
M. Frio. W'Ill go to Tom Shackl ey.

M. Shackley -- Shockley. Defer. Next speaker is
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Nita | sherwood.

NI TA ISHERAMOOD: My nane is Nita
| sherwood, |-s-h-e-r-wo0-0-d. | have an ecotouri st
B&B here on the Big Island and |I'm a past board
nmenber of the Hawaiian |Islands B&B Associ ation

Most of the coments that | would have
liked to have nade have al ready been nmade and
t horoughly applaud them | think all of us that
neet with guests fromall over the world are very
aware of the fact of how inportant it is to them
t hat sonehow Hawaii renmain a sanctuary for the rest
of the world. And we can only do this by protecting
our northern Hawaiian islands.

Therefore, | hope that you will do
everything you can to nake the Reserve preservation
areas permanent, to institute the conservation
nmeasures necessary in every realmto keep this
going. And | would have to agree with ny friend
before and say enforce, enforce, enforce because
that is the area that seens to be nost effective
Thank you.

MR, FUKUNAGA: Thank you,
Ms. |sherwood. The next speaker is Rick Gaffney.
MR, GAFFNEY: Aloha, ny nane is Rick

Gaffney. The last nane is spelled Ga-f-f-n-e-y.
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|'ve been sitting here tearing ny testinony apart,
trying to narrow it down to three minutes and |'m
going to have to shoot fromthe hip and turn in a
lot of witten testinony because, frankly, this is
sort of alifetime goal of mne to see the Northwest
Hawai i an | sl ands further preserved.

And | have been a lifetinme resident of
Hawaii. |'ve have a had a chance to visit narine
preserves all over the world, observed the way
they' re managed, and frankly I've got a ot to say
on the subject. So let me try to -- | apologize to
everybody here in the first place for having ny back
to you and the second place for being a little chop
chop here.

There is a couple of points | would Ilike
to make. Although I"'mprimarily here to testify in
favor of the Executive Order and in favor of the
direction that the President created in establishing
the coral reef ecosystem Reserve and the process
which will later establish a National Marine
Sanctuary, | do believe there are a couple of
[imtations to what has been proposed and
particularly with regard to the Reserve preservation
ar eas.

This is an extrenely conpl ex subject, and
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I think that in nany ways the decisions to establish
the Reserve preservation areas in the areas that

t hey have been established were based on very old
and very limted input and an input that was
primarily oriented toward commercial harvest of
species in that area. And for that reason Reserve
preservation areas after they have been established
are not oriented toward broader ecosystem managenent
whi ch is what the Northwestern Hawaii |slands Cora
Reef Ecosystem Reserve should be oriented toward.

So | feel there is a lot of work that
needs to be done there. | feel very strongly that
t he proposed Reserve Council can provide a | ot of
solid input toward correcting the weaknesses of
t hose Reserve preservation areas.

The other area that 1'd like to speak to
briefly has to do with sonmething that | feel is
sonmewhat short-sighted; and that is, the way that
recreational fishing has sinply been |unped as a
sort of afterthought and lunped in parallel with
commercial fishing as apparently a negative thing in
t he sanctuary.

| don't believe that that's correct.
Recreati onal tag-and-rel ease angling subsidizes the

cost of tagging and furthers the opportunity for
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mari ne scientists, educators, and resource managers
to track and observe the novenents of a nunber of
i mportant Central Pacific species.

| have five exanples, but due to the |ack
of time I'"'mnot going to repeat themall here.
woul d I'ike to point out three exanpl es whereby I
think that recreational fishing has proven to be a
very good nenber of the Northwestern Hawaiian
I sl ands' conmunity.

Uni versity of Hawaii, JIMAR researcher
David Itano was able to tag well over 2,000
yel lowfin and big-eye tuna by teamng up with the
M dway recreational fishing programusing their
vessel s, captains, and crew to access sea nounts and
atolls that he m ght not have otherw se been able to
visit.

As a result of that tag-and-rel ease
program we have | earned inportant new infornmation
about the travels of these tuna; tuna, by the way,
whi ch have travelled both to the coast of Japan and
the coast of the main Hawaiian |slands. W would
not have previously had this information if it
weren't for the tag-and-rel ease program supported by
recreational fishing at Mdway Atoll.

I would al so point out that the Wiikik
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Aquariumin association with the University of
Hawai i, Hilo, has devel oped and begun to i nplenent a
series of education, oriented group visits to the
Nor t hwest ern Hawai i an | sl ands, sone of which focus
on tag-and-rel ease fishing for sharks and ot her
species. These efforts serve to introduce and
further educate the public to the Northwestern
Hawai i an | sl ands while at the sane tinme furthering
scientific research. The Executive Oder's cap on
recreational fishing could limt the expansion of
t he worthwhil e program

MR, FUKUNAGA: M. Gaffney, |'m going
to ask you to stop right there.

Rl CK GAFFNEY:  Fi ne.

MR FUKUNAGA: But because we don't
have nany speakers, we'll go right through the order
of speakers we have. And if you want to say the
rest of -- if you want to read the rest of your
statenment, you can do so at that tinme. Wuld that
be fine with you?

RI CK GAFFNEY: Yes, that woul d be
fine.

MR, FUKUNAGA: Thank you. The next
speaker is Any Fine.

AW FINE: M nane is Any Fine,
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F-i-n-e. Like Rick Gaffney, |'ve kind of prepared
sone renarks that were not quite as pertinent to

t hose specific topics, so I'mgoing to try to lunp
ny two pages here into sonething nore cohesive for
t oni ght .

I'"mhere to support the action by
President Cinton in designating the Northwest
Hawai i an | sl ands Coral Reef System Reserve. M
understanding is that the Iimts being placed upon
the commercial fishernen are based upon current
catch and will only prevent an increase in the take
in the area. Natural resource are not finite and
overuse only leads to a |loss of the resource.

Wien | was a child, | read a book about a
native Hawaiian fanly that |lived on N hoa Island.
The renoteness of their home to the Hawaii with
which | was famliar was fascinating to ne. They
lived on N hoa because of the commercial industry
based in the Northwest Islands, the m ning of guano
or bird shit. | was very fascinated by the story of
their hard way of life both on N hoa and then al so
upon their return to Honol ulu when they were jobless
and poor.

For thousands of years mllions of birds

have been piling their poop on those renote






10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

29

i sl ands. People were sent to work there | oading
barges and boats with what seenmed like a limtless
bounty, but it wasn't linmtless even though there
are still mllions of birds and people who depended
upon this resource soon |lost their jobs and their
way of life.

Now we have anot her industry that has
turned its attention to these islands and atolls.
The fishing | obsters that they want to harvest are
not inunlinmted supply. The birds, seals, turtles,
dol phi ns, and the hundreds of thousands of other
organi sns that depend on this resource will not
survive if too many fish are taken and if the reef
systens are damaged. The peopl e who are conpl ai ning
about their livelihood being at risk will indeed
find it soif we do not protect this area from
over fi shi ng.

Too often over the years | have seen our
state governnent put the short-termgain of a few
over the long-termgain of the many. | hope this
wi Il not be another exanple of this.

| would like to interject here, too, that
| have had the pleasure of going to Mdway and
seeing the incredible number of birds there. The

reef was beautiful, abundance of fish was really
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inmpressive, and | think that it's valuable to have
parts of the Northwest |slands where people can
actually witness this, but |I strongly support the
preservation of |arge areas where there will not be
any human interference again. Thank you.
MR, FUKUNAGA: Thank you, Ms. Fine.
The next speaker is Bill Wkefield.
Bl LL WAKEFI ELD:  Hi, I'mBill

Wakefield, Wa-k-e-f-i-e-1-d. | currently hold a
mle zone permt to fish up in the Northwest
Hawaiian Islands, and I'd |like to see all these
deci si ons based on science and not on fuzzy, warm
deci si ons, you know.

The status of the Northwest Hawaiian
Island Fishery is really healthy right now, the
spawni ng potential ratios are in line, so | think
t hi ngs shoul d be based on science. And we've got a
problemw th not being able to have nixed bottonfish
trips up there

Sonetinmes 80 to 100 percent of our fish up
there are ahi, ono, nahinmahi, and marlin, and so
according to this Executive Order, that shuts that
down. We need to fish those species.

And | think this reserve is a good idea.

You know, | got no problemwth it. | thinkit's
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great. W don't have any known seal nortalities or
negative inpact on the seal population up there.
think that naybe the Reserve could hire the
fishernen to go up to French Frigate Shoals and take
care of some of the rogue sharks that are killing
t he pups, you know. The pups aren't famliar with
t he behavior of the predators, and | think we could
do sone good up there, you know, to give us a bounty
or sonething to take care of these big predators.

And also, I'd like to say that we've got
no marine to breed going into the water up there.
That's all foreign, nets and floaters. W got
not hing. Everything is kept on board, brought into
shore and thrown away. And | think the Northwest
Hawai i an Islands is really valuable. To see the
overfished mai n Hawaii an |sl ands, you know, sone
speci es could be taken back and put over here in
cl osed areas so the nain Hawaiian |slands can get
back to normal

So I'mnot really prepared so that's
pretty nuch all | want to say. Yeah, pretty nuch
the other species are really inportant to us up
there and we need to fish them too. That's all

MR, FUKUNAGA: Thank you,

M. Wakefield. M ke Nakachi ?
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M KE NAKACHI: M nane is Mke

Nakachi, and that's spelled Na-k-a-c-h-i. |
apol ogi ze to the people that are seeing ny back
right now -- okay, | can turn around.

| have no formal speech planned or witten
down but to wing it fromthe heart. M dad was a
commerci al fishernman, ex aku boat captain for 11
years and bl ack coral diver, spearfisherman. He
taught nme a |l ot of the sane things.

And as a young nman growi ng up on the
i sland of Gahu in the town of \Winanalo, | had the
privilege to dive pretty much throughout the entire
Hawai i an | sl and chain. And noving to the Big
Island, it's a special place. |[|'ve always |earned
fromny dad, he said that this was a very speci al
grounds, and | amconcerned with a |ot of issues
that are brought up in this. And as a native
Hawai i an, | would hate to see use of any kind
restricted, even if it was allowed for sone use of
different kinds in this Executive O der

But | was enlightened twice this sumer to
visit the Northwest Hawaiian |Islands, specifically
Mdway Atoll. And | don't know, | think a |ot of
people in this roomhave dived or have been in the

ocean. Wen you can see schools of manini that keep
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goi ng for thousands of yards and schools of nenue
that are probably three times the size of this room
hapapuu, spiny |obster wal king around, it is a very
i npressive place and it's very awe inspiring to
witness and | feel very privileged this past sunmer
to have witnessed it tw ce.

And | am for preservation. | also would
love to see a | ot of other things done, but
enforcenent is the key thing. It's such a renote
place that | can see it very possible for fishernen
to get to, and the fishernmen that do nake the
dedication to get out there have a | ot at stake and
| see that.

But as for our planet shrinking, it's got
to be done and sonething has to be done in this
particul ar area. Wen you have predators as for
sharks, | don't see them being taken out in no way,
shape, or form | had the privilege to dive with
over 30, 40 Gal apagos sharks and witness 5 or 6 very
large tigers in Mdway come within five feet. They
| ook at me, they nove away. They know in ny heart,
ny heart is right, and | know that they're not going
to offend ne in any way, shape, or form

So | don't see predators taken out, shark

fishing taking anything or should be done up in that
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area. | think things that they have done, they
probably resourced it to a great degree. And I'm
for the conservation neasures that woul d be taking
pl ace.

But the key thing, again, is enforcenent.
Sane thing here in the Big Island, we have the sane
issues. And if it can be done correctly, |I'mal
for it. Thank you.

MR, FUKUNAGA: Thank you,

M. Nakachi. The next speaker is Dick Dresie.

DICK DRESIE: M nane is Dick Dresie,
and that's spelled with one s, Dr-e-s-i-e. | am
going to be as brief as possible because | want this
proposition to be as brief as possible.

The best way to do it is to leave it al one
conpletely, period. That's KISS, keep it sinple
stupid, and then it can be enforced. If you make
too many rules, too nmany opportunities to have it
enforced, it will be difficult and will not be
enf or ced.

We have found that out by the tropica
fish collection along the coast of Wst Hawaii, and
since it's unenforceable it is being abused. It
will be in the Northwest Hawaiian |Islands also.

Al so, nake it pernanent so that our
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grandchildren can enjoy it, too. Thank you.

MR, FUKUNAGA: Thank you,
M. Dresie. The next speaker is Lisa Choquette.
We' || pass her to the end. The next speaker is
Ki ndra Choquette.

KI NDRA CHOQUETTE: Hi, |I'm Kindra
Choquette, Ch-o0-g-u-e-t-t-e. And | didn't cone
prepared with a speech, so like Mke I'mgoing to
wing it.

| amgreatly in favor of the Northwestern
Hawai i an | sl ands beconi ng an ecosystem Reserve, and
| also do believe that it should be permanent. |
have had the privilege of diving in Mdway, as a | ot
of people have here in this room and | have to say
that the fish [ife is incredible. It is just mnd
blowing. I1t's nuch nore extensive than we have here
and | think a big part of it is because of its
i naccessibility. It is -- howdo |I say? It has not
been touched by our human hands.

I think we should -- I"'msorry, |I'm not
really prepared. | think we should not take
anything out, have it be a no-take zone limted to
very limted ecotourism people allowed on nmaybe
just Mdway Atoll since there are already people

living there. Al the other islands should be shut
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down to any human activity what soever.

| believe that interfering with the
ecosystem by renoving all big predators, albeit big
fish or sharks, is a big mstake. W have
interfered with the ecosystem on our nmin Hawai
I sl ands by renoving big predators and by introduci ng
fish such as the ta'ape and the grouper, and we have
seen what destruction it has done to our ecosystem

Leave it alone. Nature is doing what it's
supposed to do on its own and it needs to be left to
do that by itself. So once again | support the
Nort hwest Hawai i an | sl ands as an ecosystem Reserve.
| support it. It needs to be permanent. O herwi se,
there is no use in doing it at all with this fragile
place and that's it. Thank you.

MR, FUKUNAGA: Thank you,
Ms. Choquette. The next speaker is Douglas Bl ake.
DOUGLAS BLAKE: My nane is Dougl as

Bl ake, B-l-a-k-e, and | work with the Conservation
Council for Hawaii. |It's a state affiliate of the
National WIldlife Federation

Conservation Council for Hawaii is an
organi zation of 50 years dedicated to environnental
preservation and protection. And | have been asked

to present testinony regarding this Northwest
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Hawai i an | sl ands Coral Reef Ecosystem Reserve on
behal f of our organization along with a host of
ot her organizations nationally and statew de.

The Conservation Council for Hawai
strongly supports the President's National Marine
Sanctuary proposal, and we urge its adoption as soon
as is readily possible. Wat wuld be -- the nopst
recently rel eased data on worl dwi de coral reef
deterioration showi ng greater damage that had been
previ ously supposed, it would seemthat there is a
tinme inperative that we would do well to not
negl ect. And therefore, we support this proposa
and thank you very nuch for coning

MR, FUKUNAGA: Thank you, M. Bl ake.
The next speaker is Karen, and last name is E-o-f-f.

KAREN EOFF: Al oha, ny nane is Karen
Eoff, that's E-o-f-f, and | am speaki ng on behal f of
Angel Pal ago and the Kona | ki GChana. The Kona IKi
is a grass roots community organi zati on nmade up of
Nati ve Hawaiian cultural practitioners and
environnental i sts whose mssion is to protect our
uni que natural and cultural resources in Hawaii

We are advocates for strong protection of
our |land and water resources and for citizens

participation in the process. W would like to
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t hank you for coming to the islands to listen to
conments regarding President Cinton's Executive
Order to establish a Northwestern Hawaiian |slands
Coral Reef Ecosystem Reserve

We took part in the workshops to create
t he docunent that was submtted by KA HEA, the
Hawai i an Environnental Alliance, to the President.
Much of the |anguage in that docunent was i ncluded
in the Executive Order.

W wish to thank President Cinton for
listening to the public and for creating a
sanctuary. W support pernmanent protection to
ensure healthy marine resources for the future.

And | would just add one thing. W firmy
beli eve that by protecting the islands in the
Nort hwestern area, that we ensure our subsistance
fishernen here to always have all the fish that we
need. Thank you.

MR, FUKUNAGA: Thank you, Ms. Eoff.

That's the | ast of the speakers signed up. What |
said | was going to do and I will do now, we'll go
through the list again of those who didn't have a
chance to speak. And if you haven't signed up yet,
you can still do so

If there are people in the audi ence who
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want to speak who did not sign up, there are stil
sheets out there you can sign your name to because
we'll go through the Iist one nore tinme and that
will give you tine to deci de whether you want to
testify or not.

So we're back to Dennis Rattinger

DENNI S RATTINGER: |' m Denni s
Rattinger, Ra-t-t-i-n-g-e-r, citizen of Hawaii. |
just wanted to add ny personal voice in support of
this measure. | think anything to do wth ecol ogy,
preservation is a good idea. Thank you.

MR, FUKUNAGA: Thank you,

M. Rattinger. TomFrio? TomFrio, are you here?
Does anyone know i f he's coming back to testify?
Tom Shackl ey, is M. Shackley here or Shockley, Tom
Shockel y?

Rick Gaffney, if you want to finish the
statenment you were making, M. Gaffney.

Rl CK GAFFNEY: |I'm Rick Gaffney. Let
me just briefly go back to a few of the points that
| wanted to make earlier.

President Clinton's Executive Order
creating the Northwestern Hawaiian |Islands Cora
Reef Ecosystem Reserve created the world' s second

| argest, and | would say arguably nobst inportant,
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mari ne reserve. The largest, of course, is the
Great Barrier Reef Marine Reserve in Australia.
There is a lot that we can learn fromthe G eat
Barrier Reef Reserve. There is a lot that the
counci| has been established by this Executive Oder
can learn fromthat Reserve and | hope will learn
The Northwestern Hawaiian Islands are a
local, national, and international treasure.
Nowhere else in the world is there such a high
percentage of marine creatures which have evol ved
i nto uni que speci es, and perhaps nowhere else in the
world can we afford such a unique nmarine ecosystem
broader protection before it is too badly scarred by
humanki nd.
| spoke earlier about sone concerns | have
about the linmtations on recreational fishery
because | believe that it does contribute to the
expansi on of scientific knowl edge. | would say the
recreational fishery in the Northwestern Hawaii an
I sl ands has contributed toward the scientific
know edge of species rangi ng from Gal apagos and
tiger sharks to little known jacks and the nost
i nportant recreational gane fishing, in the nain
Hawai i an | sl ands the ulua and al so to a nunber of

internationally inmportant pel agic species.
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(I'naudi bl e) that was tagged and rel eased
by the sport fishernen in Mdway Atoll travelled
further than any (inaudible) that's ever been tagged
and rel eased anywhere in the world. And it happened
at Mdway Atoll, it has rel eased nore Pacific blue
marlin than any other (inaudible) in the year 1999.

Al'l of those fish are being rel eased from
a place where they have never been caught and
rel eased before and the information that they are

generating is inportant to our know edge of those

fisheries.

What 1'd Iike to lean into nowis sone
di scussi on about the Reserve Council itself because
| think this is a critical aspect of this. | agree

with Dick Dresie that we need to keep this as sinple
as possible, but |like everything el se that we do,
particularly in conservation, the devil is in the
details.

| would Iike to state that the enpowernment
of a broadly representative Reserve Council, which
carefully considers all the ranm fications of the
Executive Order, will assure that the Northwestern
Hawai i an | sl and National Marine Sanctuary which is
where we're going with this process will fully and

responsi bly protect this area, in perpetuity.
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| would, therefore, urge the various
i ndi vidual s, agencies, and branches of governnment
who will be involved in the process of selecting and
enpoweri ng the Reserve Council to be absolutely
inmpartial and totally apolitical in your selection
and that you stay open to the input of that Reserve
Counci | .

The Reserve Council should then carefully
review and | earn fromthe nanagenent paraneters and
experi ence of the Great Barrier Reef Marine
Authority and those of nmarine protected areas in
Belize, the Maldives, Costa Rica, Panama, Hawaii
and the rest of the United States to gain clues as
to howto nore fully protect and better nanage the
Nor t hwest ern Hawai i an | sl ands.

In closing, I'd like to say that | believe
the Northwestern Hawaiian |slands Coral Reef
Ecosyst em Reserve Executive Order was a positive
step toward assuring nore conplete protection of one
of the world's nost inportant narine ecosystens,
while at the same tinme further protecting an
i mportant nursery area that contributes to the help
and productivity of the waters of the nain Hawaiian
I slands. Thank you for this opportunity to testify

toni ght. Thank you.
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MR, FUKUNAGA: Thank you,
M. Gffney. Jeff Bearnan?

JEFF BEARMAN.  Hi, ny nane is Jeff
Bearman, B-e-a-r-ma-n. Thanks for giving nme the
opportunity. | don't have any cute fish stories for
you. | haven't swamwi th any sharks | ately.

My understanding of this plan is actually
a political conpromse, and | got a little bit of
that clarification just before | cane up. W
understanding is that the President was | ooking at
doi ng much nmore than what is included here.

| also understand this is subject to
change. So as nuch as |I'mdelighted to hear
everybody support this, | think the nessage is this
is wholly inadequate and you tell Bill to get off
his ass and do the right thing.

MR, FUKUNAGA: Thank you,

M. Bearman. Bill Brooks?

Bl LL BROOKS: Al oha, thank you for
comng and listening to us. | don't know enough
about this to make any critical judgnents of exactly
how this area should be preserved, but preserved
feel it must be. And | would leave it to those
peopl e who have the expertise to determ ne exactly

how.
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To take such a precious resource and not
preserve it would be a waste that this planet just
can't afford right now Thank you.

MR, FUKUNAGA: Thank you,
M. Brooks. That ends the list of people who have
signed up. |If anybody -- oh, are there nore people
here? Wy don't you cone up.

LI SA CHOQUETTE: M nane is Lisa
Choquette, Ch-o0-q-u-e-t-t-e. |'mco-owner of Dive
Makai Charters and a nmenber of the West Hawaii
Fi sheries Council. | have been privileged also to
dive at Mdway Atoll and experience the wondrous and
nyriad life that exists there. | amconvinced that
the Northwestern Hawaiian |slands are a pricel ess
and irreplaceable treasure. Their renoteness so far
has kept exploitation reasonably low, but it is not
unt ouched.

The islands deserve our utnost
protection. | believe the Northwestern Hawaii an
I sl ands should be totally protected fromall
consunptive uses. |If fishing nust be allowed, and I
don't know why, at current levels it should be
gradual | y phased out over the years so that this is
truly a preserve.

My feelings by the way, sorry, Rick,
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i nclude sport fishing. The only uses that shoul d be
allowed are tightly Iimted and controlled
scientific and educational prograns and | ow key
ecotourism

| support the pernmanent Reserve
preservation areas, and | hope that we will evolve
to bring the entire chain to pernanent protection
fromall consunptive uses. Thank you.

MR, FUKUNAGA: Thank you,
Ms. Choquette. Was there another person in the
back?

CHRIS O LEARY: M nane is Chris
O Leary, O'-L-e-a-r-y, and | oppose this Executive
Oder. | have fished in the Northwestern Hawaii an
I slands since | was in high school, since 1984.
|'ve spent nore tinme out there than | have on | and
in the last 15 years.

This place is already one of the npst
strictly regulated areas in the world. The place is
pristine, totally pristine because none of you guys
are there. W are so highly regulated we only fish
one nonth a year now, one nonth. W used to fish up
there 12 nonths a year.

Now we're cut back to one nonth. Now you

guys are trying to take that one nonth away from
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us. | totally oppose it.

We have never had any interaction
docunented by seals in the Northwestern Hawaii an
Island fleet, not one. But US Fish & WIldlife can
tell you there has been 29 docunented nonk sea
deaths due to direct experinentation on nonk seals.
So after they poke and prod these seals, extracting
sperm collecting blood, they get the beauty of
cutting this aninmal open and looking in their
stomach to see what's inside the stomach of these
seals. And they have 160 docunented confirned
speci es of prey of the Hawaiian nonk seals and
they're trying to blame us.

Again, the finger gets pointed at us, the
fishernen. Gve ne a break, people. W are so
highly regulated. This place is pristine.
guar ant ee because none of you guys will ever go
there. And if you do, you'll fly up there on a
plane to Mdway and junp off on sone dive boat and
junp in the water and say | saw the Hawaii an
Islands. |[|'ve fished and been and |ived on every
bank up there, you know. You guys, it's unreal
That's all | got to say.

MR, FUKUNAGA: Thank you,

M. O Leary. Now, is there anybody el se who even if
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you' ve testified before, you still feel you have to
say sonething or want to say sonething or anyone

el se in the audience who is interested in saying
sonet hing that you haven't said so far? | guess
everyone is tal ked out.

Well, if there is no one else in the
audience, I'mgoing to turn it over to David to
conpl ete the hearing tonight.

NI TA | SHERWOOD: | wonder if you
could be a little nore explicit in the next steps
that will occur over the year as this is put into
effect? Is it possible at this tine to do that?

CHARLES KARNELLA: The next step will
be try to take this Reserve and nake it a marine
sanctuary, and there is a |law that governs the way
sanctuaries are designated. So that's sort of the
| ong-range goal

| guess in the inmediate future, the
Secretary of Conmerce will have to do a nunber of
things; that is, deternine the caps on fishing
permts, determne the caps on the |level of
fishing -- fish that have been renoved fromthe area
and put together this Council to provide the
Secretary with advi ce and gui dance on how to

proceed. And there will be additional opportunity
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for public participation and invol venent.

NI TA | SHERAOOD: | renenber in the
earlier hearings that there was a great deal of
di scussi on about educational uses of the atolls and
the northern channel of Hawaiian |slands and |'ve
heard not hing about that here, with the exception of
M. O Leary's very interesting remarks. |Is that
part of the total sanctuary order?

CHARLES KARNELLA: Yes, it is. The
reason you didn't hear anything about it here,
think, is because |'m having senior nonents. But if
you |l ook at the -- if you have a copy of the notice
that appeared in the federal register, there are
references in there to prograns for outreach and
educati on.

MR FRANZEL: W have one additiona
person who wanted to offer testinony and then go
back to your comments.

M KAHALA ROY: Al oha, |adies and
gentlemen. M nane is M kahala Roy and the
conmunities that are fromHawaii seemto be barraged
of late with a nultitude of issues that call for
speaki ng deeply, nultigenerationally.

My bl oodline originates in these islands

back to antiquity, and I'ma Keiki O Ka Aina O
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Kona. These lands that are being di scussed tonight

are a part of ny future, our future, our children's

future.

You know there is a novie Back to the
Future. Well, to go to the future in the dictionary
they also call it ka'wa i hope. It neans the past.

To know who we are, we need to know where we come
from

These Hawaiian Islands are a part of this
entire archipel ago, the |lands which we're talking
about tonight. This is untold history. It needs to
be saved for that aspect. At what cost, people's
souls, the restoration of a people's soul. That's
t he Hawai i an people, but |I'mspeaking really for al
peopl e because when we restore a soul for one
culture, it is a soul saved for the earth.

We say mal ana ai na, al oha ai na because we
are not separate fromthe earth, so | say to you
toni ght fromthe generations we need to save these
lands. And | advocate the inportance of these | ands
for, not only the Hawaiians, but for mankind.

If we do not begin to nmalama this earth,
we already are feeling the effects of noncare. So
hel p us please by hearing that the generations speak

to you as |'m speaking tonight. W need to nal ana
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these | ands.

Wien | teach a class in Hawaiian on these
i sl ands that are being discussed tonight, | say only
of late is the current atlas of Hawaii able to Iist
the names of these |ands, of these islands. Prior
to this nothing has been avail abl e.

You know as well as | that part of that is
because we al nost have | ost a native |anguage. This
is paranpunt in this point intinme to be active and
proactive in saving this. |If we do not, it will not
be here to tell us the wi sdom of our ages for this
part of the world. Thank you.

MR, FRANZEL: Any other comments or
guestions? Yes.

LARRY FORD: May | just give ny
coment s?

MR FRANZEL: Sure. Go ahead.

LARRY FORD: |'mlLarry Ford, F-o-r-d,
and | whol eheartedly agree with making the
Nort hwest ern Hawai i an | sl ands becone pernmanently
preserved and the conversation effort should be
hands of f.

As you've heard before, we've had sone
problens with enforcement in this area and many

peopl e have al ready spoken about their concerns
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about enforcenent. | want to reiterate not only
about the enforcement, but | want to be assured that
we will have funds for enforcenment efforts

If we decide this area should be preserved
forever and we don't have any enforcenent, we have
all inthis roomseen the results of that. And if
the enforcenent efforts are not funded, then there
will be abuses that will be -- as the |lady said
before ne very, very clearly, there will be effects,
and all of these effects will |ast for generations.

| really expect also for this area, this
preserve, as pristine as it is to becone a very
critical baseline for scientific study in the future
and that is good for all of our children, our
grandchil dren and onward.

And sonet hing that we haven't done, nany
peopl e have not spoken tonight, | would Iike
everyone to raise their hand who is in favor of this
going into effect. | would like for you to put
t hose nunbers down because a | ot of people did not
speak, but still -- they didn't speak before the
m crophone, but they're ready to speak with their
hands ri ght now.

MR FRANZEL: 37. Thank you.

LARRY FORD: Thank you for the
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opportunity to speak
VIRG NI A | SBELL: Aloha. | was

hesitating to get up because everybody has pretty
nmuch said everything that needs to be said. M nane
is Virginia Isbell, I-s-b, as in boy, e-1-1 like a
di ng-dong bell, and | very nuch am supportive of
what the President is doing, but |I'mabsolutely
amazed at the speed of which this is happening.

I've never seen a President Executive
Order signed and out to the public in one nonth. O
course, the fact that he's not going to be as
Presi dent very soon, | guess, has sonething to do
with that. But | would Iike to suggest to you that
on his way out of office, and I think this cane out
very clearly with Jeff Bearman, that we start
witing letters to him e-mailing to him and
explaining to himthe i nportance of enforcenent and
the funds to protect this area because putting it on
a piece of paper and a map i s going to do nothing.

And | think that the individual who
mentioned, M. O Leary, that he fishes out of there,
t hose peopl e who have been allowed to fish for
years, | think it came up rather clearly that
through attrition, as they retire, that that would

be one way of reducing the nunbers. But to sinply
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cut himall off | think has to be | ooked at
careful |y because one nonth out of the year, as |ong
as they don't overdo it, seens to be reasonable and
then gradually like all of us he'll soon be too old
and so will his boat. So |I would suggest to you
that we consider sone of these people and the needs
t hat they have.

As far as recreational fishing goes, how
do you enforce that? How do you know that they're
not out there fishing and they're just doing tagging
and rel easing? And again, that's the biggest
problemw th this whole thing is enforcenment so
woul d hope that all of us start witing to the
Presi dent .

He's not going to be there very long and
we don't know who the next president is going to be
so | suggest you wite to all of them because it nay
turn out that we have Bush as one president and Gore
as a vice president, just as a parting shot. Thank
you very nuch.

RYAN CATRON: My nane is Ryan Catron
Ca-t-r-o-n. | think that naking the Reserve area
permanent are a good idea. | think that
conservation neasures for the Reserve should be

conplete and total including all scientists, except
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for those given pernission by the Hawaiian nation

| think it's a good idea that the U. S
enforce these neasures conpletely and very strongly,
make it crippling to those who break these rul es,
make it crippling so that they can't go back and do
it again. And | think that they, like |I said,
enforce it strongly until the Northwestern Hawaii an
Islands are returned to their rightful owners.
Thank you.

RI CK GAFFNEY: | have a question for
the representatives of the federal agencies who are
here tonight. Could you explain the background for
the Reserve, the 15 Reserve preservation areas that
are currently being suggested as part of the
Executive Order? Were did they cone from how are
t hey determi ned, on what basis are they
est abl i shed?

CHARLES KARNELLA: | can't give you
an exposition on that, but |I can refer you to the
handouts that are on the table. And | think they
address the significance of each of those 15 areas
and give you sone i dea of how and why they were
sel ected as Reserve preservation areas.

RI CK GAFFNEY: The reason | asked the

guestion is because | wanted it to be public
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information. | wanted it to be presented to
everyone here. W haven't all had a chance to read
that. | think it's a significant part of what we're
bei ng asked - -

CHARLES KARNELLA: | said that |
couldn't give you an exposition on that.

MR, FUKUNAGA: One nore question?

MS. EOFF: It was ny understanding
that the current pernmits that are out to the
fishermen, that those will be allowed to continue so
there wouldn't really be a change; is that right?

MR, O LEARY: No, that's not right.
The way it's witten it's going to be renai ned at
the now current levels. W're so regulated that we
didn't even fish this year so that's what goes into
effect in the next 10 years because we did not fish
this year because we are so highly nanaged as it
is. It's the lobster fishery, not the bottom
fishing.

MR FUKUNAGA: What we'd like to do
is take anynore testinony people have tonight to
of fer whether it's supplenental testinony or if you
haven't gotten up and said anything yet.

If not -- | don't see any hands up. |If

not, 1'd like to thank you very nmuch for com ng here
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toni ght and giving us your coments. They are al

part of the record. The court reporter will type
this all up, make it available to the Secretary of
Conmerce and others and eventually it will get to
the Wiite House. Thank you.

(The proceedi ngs concluded at 7:30 p.m)
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STATE OF HAWAI | )
) SS.
CTY & COUNTY OF HONOLULU )

I, DEBORAH A. NG RPR, CSR 336, Notary
Public, State of Hawaii, hereby certify:

That on Decenber 11, 2000, at 6:15 p. m
t he above-nenti oned proceedi ngs are contai ned;

That the proceeding was taken by ne in
machi ne shorthand and was thereafter reduced to
typewiting by ne;

That the foregoing represents, to the best
of my ability, a full, true and correct transcript
of sai d proceedings

| further certify that | amnot attorney
for any of the parties hereto, nor in any way
concerned with the cause.

Dated: Honolulu, Hawaii, Decenber 12,

2000.

DEBORAH A. NG, RPR, CSR 336
Regi st ered Prof essional Reporter
Notary Public, State of Hawaii
My conmi ssion expires 6/20/2002






