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PROCEEDI NGS

MODERATOR ADLER: Good eveni ng, everybody.
Aloha. M nane is Peter Adler. | and ny coll eague Karen
Aka, who is here with ne tonight, are going to be serving as
the noderators and hearings officers for this evening's
neeti ng.

This public hearing is one of six that is
being held around the state this week and it regards
President Clinton's Decenber 4, 2000 executive order which
establ i shes the Northwestern Hawaiian |sland Coral Reef
Ecosystem Reserve. These hearings are bei ng conducted on
behal f of President dinton, who has requested coments on
t he conservation neasures for the reserve and on his proposa
to make the Reserve Preservation Areas permanent. W'Il| say
alittle bit nore about that in just a few m nutes.

VWhat happens is the Departnent of -- the
Depart nent of Commerce will be pulling together all of the
comments fromall of the islands and taking those comments

which are coming in both here at these neetings in testinony,
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witten testinony, e-nail, fax and there's nmany different
ways to submt this, and they will be transmitting those to
the executive office of the president. And the Wite House
will then review them and nmake deci sions on further action.
So that's the sequence. And, again, later in the evening

we'll say a little bit nore about it.

Now, before |I go much further, | would Iike
to ask Uncle Charlie if you would begin for us by making a
pul ai for us so we nmake the neeting right and do it fornal.

UNCLE CHARLIE: Kui luna, would you pl ease
rise.

Qur Heavenly Father, we ask and pray that as
we cone before this panel this evening that through our
testimony and our insight we may cone up with strategy that
will protect the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands for the future
generation of our people. W ask this in your nane.

(Hawai i an statenent.) Anen.

MODERATOR ADLER:  Thank you.

We have with us a nunmber of people tonight
fromthe Departnent of Commerce and fromthe Departnent of
the Interior. And I'mgoing to ask themto just identify
t hensel ves. Wy don't we start up here.

MR VEISS: Aloha. M nane is Mchael Weiss.
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I amwi th National Cceanic and At nospheric Adninistration
within the Departnent of Commerce. And | amthe NOAA agency
representative to the White House Council on Environnental
Quality.

MR SMTH: |'mRobert Snmith. And |I'mthe
acting reserve coordinator for President Clinton's new
Nor t hwest ern Hawai i an | sl ands Coral Reef Reserve.

MODERATOR ADLER: Thank you. You're going to

be hearing fromthemin just a few mnutes, a little bit from
t hem

Could I ask, Jim you and your coll eagues
al so introduce yourselves, too. | don't knowif this wll
qui te reach over.

MR MARADCS: |'mJim Marados. |'ma coral
reef biologist with the US Fish and Wl dlife Service.

This is Jerry Wnekey, the head of coral reef
r ef uges.

And Barbara Maxville, head of our public
affairs. Both in the Fish and Wldlife Service.

MODERATOR ADLER:  Thank you.

And we al so have at the registration desk
M chael Murphy, who is helping us tonight, and he's with the
Depart nent of Conmmerce as wel .

Now | would like to just explain a little bit
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about our procedures this evening. |If you have specific
witten testinony that you would like to submit, we're happy
to accept that tonight. And this is going to be the place to
put it, right here, or at the table out there. W prefer it
up here so it doesn't float out the door or get |ost.

We're happy to take your witten conments,
also, if you didn't cone with prepared comments. And there
are coment forns in the back. So we're delighted to take

t hose comments and all those will be sent forward to the

Wi te House as these hearings -- at the conclusion of it.

We have the web site address and M. Roger
Giffis's address and it's posted here and it's also on the
materials that you would have received at the front door
And you're free to al so send your comments and testinmony to
himdirectly if you prefer. So you have many different
nmechani sns for subnmitting your comments.

Wth us tonight -- One nore thing, it's very
i nportant that those conments be received no later than
January 8th, 2001 if they are to be considered. So there is
a deadl i ne January 8th.

We have Sandra Gran here tonight, who is our
court reporter with Ral ph Rosenberg Court Reporter Service.

And she's going to be taking a record of everything that's
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sai d during your testinonies tonight, during your conmmrents.
So pl ease renenber that you are on the record. And we're
going to ask people to -- W have asked people to sign in for
that. W are going to be taking folks in the order that you
signed in.

Now, I"'mgoing to -- W have -- | don't know
how many we actual ly have signed up there. And, Karen, maybe
you can go -- We've got the sheet. These are the sign-ups.

So we have about 25 folks. On the other islands the people

have been asked to stick with three minutes. | think we'll
stretch it a little bit. |If you can keep it to three

7
mnutes, that's fine. W'Il ask you to go no |onger than
five mnutes in the order. And then at the end we'll do a

second round if there's nore that you want to say. Sone
people really have nore comments they want to nmake and
prom se you we will stay here until everybody who has signed
up has a chance to testify. That's ny conmtnent to you, and
that's Robert and Mchael's conmtnent. W'Ill be here unti
we are done.

So we are going to take you in the order of
the testinony. W encourage you to stick to three m nutes,
five mnutes is the absolute outside. And | just want to

apol ogi ze in advance if | have to cut you off. That is part
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of my job. And | ask you not to stretch it and let's really
try to play by the rules and honor those rul es tonight.
They're not too conplicated and I'll ask everybody to do
that. And | would like to say that everybody has been rea
respectful of that at all the other neetings on the other

i sl ands.

When you speak tonight, we encourage you to
kind of go directly to the heart of the things that the
president has really requested coments on, which are the
conservation neasures and the Reserve Preservation Areas and
maki ng those pernmanent. And you're free, of course, to say
what ever you want. Those are the two areas where coments

are really being solicited and your conments woul d be nobst

hel pful .
Now, | know all of us have been -- | actually
sort of feel like I"'min a class reunion because we have a
| ot of people who have been to nany, many neetings, nany who
were at the public visioning sessions we did sone nonths ago.
So when we cone to these neetings, we cone with strong views
about many things.
Sone of you cone with strong environnental
views. Sone of you conme with commercial interests and

fishing interests at heart. Sone of you cone with Hawaiian
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cultural interests. And sone of you come with all three. So
the one thing I"'mgoing to ask you to do is to be respectfu
toni ght and be civil tonight.

W want to hear all the comments and so
just ask you to do a little bit of aloha. Your views are
wel coned, they're really encouraged, but if there is one
thing we know how to do in Hawaii, it's naybe to do these
kinds of hard things with a little bit nore al oha than m ght
happen i n anot her pl ace.

So three minutes is the tine limt, five
mnutes at the max. We'll do nore and we'll do it with
al oha.

Now, let me give you a little background and
then I"'mgoing to ask Mchael also to sort of talk with nore

specificity about it and orient us on the map as well. This

executive order was issued by President Cinton on Decenber
4th and it established this Northwestern Hawaiian |Island
Coral Reef Ecosystem Reserve or the reserve

The executive order was in response to a
directive that he had issued in May to the Departnents of
Commerce and Interior to develop a plan in coordination with
the State of Hawaii in consultation with the Western Pacific

Regi onal Fi sheries Managenent Council, Wspac. And the goa
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there was to provide strong and | asting protections for the
coral reef ecosystenms of the Northwestern Hawaiian | sl ands.

That process, as you may renenber, began with
a series of visioning sessions on all the islands. W had
one here on Maui. And there was a |ot of other input that
cane into that process. There are many things that preceded
t hose vi sioning sessions and nmany things that have happened
subsequent to them

There was an ocean conference held in
Monterey in 1998 that reenphasized the commtnent to cora
reefs of the President. And the President used the
opportunity to issue the Coral Reef Executive Order which
established the Coral Reef Task Force. So there has been a
long chain of activities that sort of led to this particular
nonent .

The reserve enconpasses an area extending

about 1200 nautical niles long and 100 nautical mles w de.

10

The reserve is adjacent to the Hawaiian state waters and
M dway Atoll National WIdlife Refuge and includes the
Hawai i an | sl ands National WIldlife Refuge.

The managenent principles and inplenentation
strategy of the departnents are found in the executive order

And | hope you have had a chance to take a | ook at sone of
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t hat .

The President has taken these actions
pursuant to the authority that was provided to himin the
Nati onal Sanctuaries Amendnents Act of 2000. That act gave
the President authority to designate any Northwestern
Hawai i an | sl and coral reef ecosystemas a Coral Reef Reserve
to be nanaged by the Secretary of Commerce. That sane act
states that any closures shall not becone permanent w thout
adequate review and coments, which is one of the reasons
we' re havi ng these public hearings.

And with that 1'mgoing to ask Mchael if he
would say a little bit nore about the two pieces that are
under consideration tonight.

MR, VEISS: Actually, can we wheel that map
over to the extent it can reach for the cord. W' re going
hi gh tech here

(Arrangi ng Graphics.)
MR VEISS: Ckay. The principal -- the tw

princi pal areas that the President requested conments on, as

11

Peter said, are the conservation neasures for the reserve and
the Reserve Preservation Areas and whether they should be
permanent. |'Il quickly sumarize what those two areas are.

As Peter said, the reserve extends
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essentially 1200 nautical mles long and 100 nautical nmles
wi de and from Ni hoa Island to Kure Island. And the reserve
consists for -- on this map of the blue area and these purple
areas. That includes the reserve. The orange areas, for

t hose who can see the color fromhere, those are the state
borders for the Mdway Atoll National Water Life Refuge,
which are not included in the reserve. But, again, the
reserve goes around these areas, but includes all the bl ue,
all the purple areas.

The conservation neasures for the reserve are
a series of restrictions in the executive order that apply
t hroughout the entire reserve. And they're -- the purpose of
these is to protect the resources of the reserve throughout,
again, the entire length of the reserve.

Those conservation neasures -- they include a
prohi bition against oil, gas and m neral devel opment or
exploration. No anchoring on coral anywhere in the reserve.
No drilling, dredging or altering the seabed of the reserve.
No di scharging into the reserve. And no taking or damagi ng
reserve narine resources. Recreational and comerci al

fishing is allowed to continue at current |evels throughout

12

the reserve in the blue area.

Those are the conservati on neasures for the
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reserve in sunmary. More detail you'll find in the executive
order itself as well as in the background materials supplied.

These purple areas are the Reserve
Preservation Areas and there are 15 that extend throughout
the chain. These are areas that are nore protective to
protect kind of the near shore resources and the bank areas
and the shal |l ower areas.

Wthin the Reserve Preservation Areas al
extractive uses are prohibited. And those include no
anchoring at all if there's a nooring available or if there's
an anchoring area designated in one of these areas. No
touching or taking of any coral. And no discharging at al
except for cooling water and engi ne exhaust. And no fishing
in the Reserve Preservation Areas.

The exception to that is that in eight of the
Reserve Preservation Areas existing bottomfishing is allowed
to continue. And these areas are Nihoa I|sland, Necker
I sland, St. Rogatien Bank, Gardner Pinnacles, Maro Reef,
Laysan |sl and, Pioneer Bank, Lisianski Island. |n those
ei ght Reserve Preservation Areas existing |levels of bottom
fishing are allowed to continue. These areas extend around
the islands out to 100 fathons and around the banks to 12

nautical mles fromthe center point of the banks.

13

And that pretty nuch sunms up those -- and,
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again, those are the two areas that the President
specifically asked for your comrent on

Thank you.

MODERATOR ADLER: Ckay. Could you -- Yeah
i f you woul d.

Agai n, you have the materials on the back
whi ch tal k about what M chael -- they cover what M chael has
just described in sone detail, so you may want to refer to
that fromtine to tine.

Now, here's what we're going to do: We're
going to go ahead and open it up for your public comments.
We'll take folks in the order in which you signed in. W
have 26 people signed up. And, again, if others want to sign
up, we'll keep the sign-up sheet in the back of the room and
do an additional round if that's a useful thing to do later
on.

I'"mgoing to ask people to cone up. Wen I
call your nane, come up, I'll hand you the m ke, and you're
free to either stand here and talk to Mchael and Robert, or
you're free to kind of look at everybody. It's alittle bit
of an awkward situation, but I'Il let you handle it the way
you like. W're pleased to listen to you tonight and get
your coments and al so make sure that we get the record

right.
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I'"'malso going to call the second person to
tell you whose up next. So, for exanple, Kelii Taua is up
first and Rob Wlder is second. So |I'mgoing to ask Rob to
be up here while Kelii begins his testinony.

So that's the procedure. And let's go ahead
and do it. And we'll begin. So Kelii Taua.

MR, VEISS: When folks conme up if they could
spell their name for the court reporter when they first cone
up.

MODERATOR ADLER: O wite it on a little
pi ece of paper and hand it to her. The reason for that is to

make sure she gets the spelling right. So you're free to do

that, too.

Ckay. Kelii.

MR, KELIl TAUA: As nentioned, ny nane is
Kelii Taua. | have a conposed sonething after watching and

reading all of the newspaper articles. And ny presentation
it says, Nana | Ke Kumu. Qur kupuna, our elders, taught us
to look for the source, Nana i ke kumu, in naking decisions.
In the spirit of honoring ny kupuna as well as ny haumana, ny
students, | cone to support bottom fishernan by presenting
two sacred chants significant in preventing the dem se of a
few and al ready depl eted amount of bottom fishernan

First, the prophetic chant entitled "Au' a



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

15

Here is the chant. (Hawaiian chant.)

I will be presenting this hard copy so you
can have that chant, but in short the chant is addressing the
kama, the youth, of the noku, of the |and, warning themthat
as they face the turning tide or the huli nu'u that they need

to hold fast to au'a 'ia, hold tight. For truly if we, the
(Hawai i an), the people of this land, do not do that,
everything will be |ost.

(Hawai i an.) Kanal oa, the god of the ocean
who nmanages the ocean faces the death of bottom fishernen
caused by ill-infornmed kanaka, neani ng persons.

Surely the capping of the ambunt of fishes by
a limted amount of active bottomfisherman, and that is the
nunmber four to six, is one of the acts referred to in this
chant. Already the Iimted anount of |icenses, which is 15
to 17, held by fishermen of which a quarter are active surely
will not put a dent into the vast anount of bottomfish in
the NWH area.

The other grave fact that will destroy the
NVWH and central Hawaii bottom fishing is the idea of closure
to some of the fishing banks in the designated area. CQur

kupuna, our elders, followed a strict conservation practice

of placing kapu, which is restrictions, on certain fish for a
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period of time. They understood the inmportance of

conservation practices and foll owed these rules religiously.
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By closing inportant fishing banks in the

NWH , it will cause the fish out of these banks that wll
remain open. |In summary of this matter it behooves those who

do not fish these waters to listen attentively with an open
ear and read with an understanding that the renmaining active
bottom fishernen with permits in the NVH wll eventually
dwi ndl e to zero once these new |l aws are put into effect.

The second chant shares go to ni'ihau, go to
t hese other places, with aloha. And that's what everybody
who has cone here after us guys -- us guys, (Hawaiian), those
of the land, and have al oha, share al oha, but the aloha is
taking all that President Cinton wants to take.

And | am for conservation, as | did nmention
but to be losing everything is just |ike we lost our |land and
now the last frontier is being | ost because sonebody with a
pen is striking everything saying it's lost. Please
reconsi der the capping and the closure of these areas.

| return with aloha -- And |I'mrunni ng out of
time, so |l won't share the other chant. 1'Il leave it here
But | hope you all give a listen to this idea. Mahalo.

MODERATOR ADLER: Thank you so nuch.
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Rob Wlder. And then it will be Teresa Tico
MR, ROB WLDER Al oha. Like the previous
speaker, | love these waters, this ocean, and what it gives.

My nane is Dr. Rob Wlder. |'mconservation

17

director of the Pacific Whale Foundation. W're the |argest
and ol dest conservation organi zation on Maui. Previously |
was on the faculty of the University of California where
did marine research. | have witten book articles on MPAs.
| aman expert in this field.

Paci fi c Whal e Foundation strongly supports
the creation of no-take Marine Protected Areas or MPAs in at
| east 50 percent of the Northwestern Hawaiian |slands
Reserve. It's based on the strong scientific case for MPAs,
the conservationist intent of this new reserve. W also
support a shared nanagenent between the Departnent of the
Interior and the Departnment of Commerce in the reserve.

Now, | have studied and participated in the
MPA processes in many locations. | sat on the Wrking G oup
of the Channel Island Sanctuary SAC. And what |'ve found is
that solutions that provide for no-take MPAs are quickly
gai ning scientific consensus, scientific support, and they
are being created with much success. Take a |ook at the
recently created reserve in Tortugas, an ecol ogical reserve

that is part of the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary.
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The Tortugas Reserve shoul d be a bl ueprint
for us here in Hawaii but with changes that reflect our own
uni que circunstance here in the Hawaiian Islands. For
exanpl e, given the renoteness and the inportance as a key

source of marine biodiversity for us in the main Hawaiian

18
I slands, fish in the nmain Hawaiian |slands, given that fact,
we need to protect at |east 50 percent. As | have nentioned,
at least half of the reserve, a much | arger percentage than
proposed, given the inportance of these Northwestern Hawaii an
Islands for us all throughout the Hawaiian |sl ands.

Renenber, if we only set aside one half of
this area, that still |eaves over 40 nillion acres for
fishing. It leaves over 40 mllion acres for fishing.

For exanpl es of what coul d happen here if we
fail, and failures have been seen around the world in narine
nations. Consider the terrible |osses of cod, haddock and
flounder off New Engl and. The econonic devastation it has
caused communities there. | have lived there and | can tel
you it has been a terrible hardship.

How about California? W depleted the white
abal one, even rockfishes, picacia off California. Abal ones
are facing extinction within a national marine sanctuary in

the channel islands. That's not right. Once that white
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abal one is gone, it's pau for future generations that could
have been fishing that resource. $So here in Hawaii again
we're already seeing the rapid growth in taking of precious
corals, and that's a direct taking fromessential fish
habi t at .

The Northwestern Hawaiian |slands Coral Reef

Ecosyst em Reserve has created sone needed protections, but



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

19

they're tenporary. |t establishes tenporary, but needed

protections for coral reefs, nonk seal habitat and sources of

food, ensures that Kanaka Maoli, Native Hawaiians, have
access to traditionally inportant areas. |t ensures Kanaka
Maol i have access to traditionally inportant areas. It

all ows continuation of comercial and recreational fishing,
but it caps it so we don't see the sane m stakes here that
have devastated conmunities el sewhere. And it's continuing
all the time. | just saw a news item about devastation off
Nort her n Eur ope.

The Northwestern Hawaiian |slands here are
very inportant to us all. They're like Yosemte Valley.
They are an area that has to be preserved, you know,
| ong-l asting, permanent preservation.

As you know, permanent protections need to be
equal |y extended in state waters, which extend O to 3 niles
offshore. So we call on the State to see this new reserve
regul ation as a floor beneath which its own state regul ations
nmust not fall.

Mandat ory VMS should be required. It is too
large an area to truly adequately enforce w thout vesse
noni toring systens. W need VM5 on the boats to nake
enforcenent a practical reality.

No-take protections need to extend out to at

| east 30 fathons. How are you going to avoid grounding
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boats? It should extend out to at |east 30 fathons.

Al'l harvesting of corals clearly should be
prohibited in the reserve. This is a marine reserve
ecol ogical reserve. It is not a place to take corals.

But perhaps the greatest inportance is a true
no-take marine protected areas is called for by |eading
sci ence shoul d now be established. They are solutions that
work and shoul d be at |east half of this Northwestern
Hawai i an | sl ands Mari ne Ecosystem Reserve.

We need to ensure fishing as a way of life
for future generations for Kanaka Maoli, for all Hawaiian
people, for all the people that live here in Hawaii. W need
al so insurance. W need MPAs as insurance for those of us in
the Hawaiian |Islands that there is insurance for strong
recruitnent of a fishing future.

So mahol a nua |l oa. Thank you very nuch.

MODERATOR ADLER:  Sorry to cut you off.

Teresa Tico and then G eg Kauf nan.

M5. TERESA TICO  Thank you.

Good evening and thank you for allowing this

hearing to take place on what we believe is the nost
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significant event in history for marine protection --
President Cinton's executive order establishing this cora
reef reserve

My nane is Teresa Tico. |'ve been an

21

attorney here in Hawaii for 25 years. | also have the honor
and privilege of serving as the president of Save Qur Seas, a
Hawai i nonprofit organi zation. W have been doi ng many cora
reef nonitoring progranms over the years and particularly

we' ve been working with the mddle school children in cora
reef nonitoring.

Save Qur Seas fully supports the designation
of this coral reef reserve ultimately as a National Marine
Sanctuary w th nmaxi mum conservati on neasures. As you know,
this is the largest area of conservation in US history and
will be the second | argest nmarine protected area on earth
next to the Great Barrier Reef in Australia

The Northwest Hawaiian |slands and
surroundi ng oceans are a national and gl obal treasure and it
is our social and noral responsibility to the world and to
all future generations to ensure their viability.

Now nore than ever we know that our cora

reefs are facing possible extinction in our lifetinme unless
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current trends of degradati on and gl obal warm ng are not
reversed. This is why Save Qur Seas supports nmaxi num
conservation neasures very simlar to Dr. WIlder just before
| spoke.

Nunber one, we support the expansion of the
Reserve Preservation Areas fromb5 percent to 50 percent.

Fishermen will be the first to benefit fromthese protected

22

areas. |In fact, they may be the ones to benefit the nost.

In Mobassa, Africa a nunber of years ago
coral reefs and fisheries were on the verge of collapse. The
chiefs, despite the outcry of local fishermen and vill agers,
created a protected zone conpletely off limts to fishing.
Unfortunately, many villagers did have to | eave or face
starvation, but within several years the fisheries rebounded
and they canme back in such great nunbers that there was a
spillover effect. In other words, fish nultiplied and
spill ed outside of the protected zone, which allowed the
villagers and fishernmen to cone back to their homes and
continue fishing.

Nunber two, Save Qur Seas al so supports a
vi gorous vessel nonitoring programfor vessels in the reserve
boundaries. Unless the rules and regul ations of the reserve
are enforced, the reserve is conpletely meaningl ess.

Sone of you nay have wat ched the

awar d-wi nni ng BBC vi deo docunentary, The Secret Life of Sea
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Horses, which is a filmthat Save Qur Seas brought to Maui
several years ago. This filmwas about a village in the

Phi | i ppi nes that harvested sea horses for a living. The sea
horses were on the verge of collapse until the villagers,
only as a last resort, inplenmented a conservation program and
set aside a no-take zone where sea horses could not be

harvested. The sea horses thrived and nultiplied.
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Unfortunately, poachers and nei ghboring
villagers would cone in at night and steal the sea horses.
As a result, the villagers set up a community-based,
24-hour-a-day nonitoring programto ensure that no one woul d
steal sea horses fromthe protected zone, which ensured their
l'ivelihood.

And | ast but not |east, nunber three, Save
Qur Seas al so supports a ban on all harvesting of cora
within the reserve. You just don't set up a protected area
and allow the killing of the things being protected. It
woul d be like sonetimes allowing a whale to be killed in the
Hawai i an | sl ands Hunpback Whal e Sanctuary, which would be
unt hi nkabl e.

Over 100 years ago John Miir, who is known
today as the father of our national parks, created a
blueprint for the preservation of special places in the

United States. And as a result of his vision, today we have
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pl aces such as Grand Canyon, Yosemite, Sequoia, Petrified
Forest and other protected places preserved for present and
future generations.

Dr. Sylvia Earle, who wote Sea Change, says
it's tine that we do the sane thing for our oceans. And Save
Qur Seas could not agree nore. |If we don't start setting
asi de huge tracks of open ocean and coral reef areas as

sanctuary, we will not have any coral reefs left for our
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children and their children.

And so on behalf of Save Qur Seas | urge you
to take the greatest conservation neasures possible for this
i mportant historic reserve. Future generations will thank
us.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ADLER: Thank you, Teresa. |f she
could have a copy of your testinony, that will be real
hel pful .

(Rearrangi ng podi um)

MODERATOR ADLER: Ckay. We have Greg Kauf nan
and Cl ayton Carval ho will be next.

MR, GREG KAUFMAN: N ce to see you again,

M ke and Robert. It's alittle warnmer here than it is in DC



15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

10

11

12

13

Aloha. M nanme is Geg Kaufman. [|'m
president of the Pacific Whale Foundation. |'ve cone here
toni ght to speak on behal f of 125,000 | ocal, national and
i nternational supporters.

Last week | had the honor of traveling to
Washi ngton, D.C. to witness President Cinton issue the
executive order establishing the 84-mllion-acre Northwest
Hawai i an | sl ands Coral Ecosystem Reserve.

There are those who felt disenfranchised by the
executive order process, threatened by the inpact it would

have on fishing and | ocal businesses. | will grant you this
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The order is less than perfect. Not because it is
detrinmental to any one sector, but rather inits
i nconpl eteness in affordi ng conprehensive and | asting
protection of the coral reef ecosystem

The reserve protection areas are
insufficient. They only afford sonme tenporary form of
protection to about 5 percent of the reserve. W would
prefer to see this nunber increased ten fold to 50 percent,
with these protection areas being established as pernmanent,
no-take Marine Protected Areas.

Further, the order is too vague on who and
how the reserve will be nmanaged with the role of the State of

Hawaii ill-defined. After all, it is in state waters where
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the bulk of the resources to be protected lie. W suggest
managenent of the reserve foll ow the nodel created by the
Hawai i an | sl and Hunpback Whal e National Marine Sanctuary,

whi ch is nmanaged through a cooperative federal -state

part nership.

W al so recommend that the reserve counci
advi se both state and federal agencies, and that only
nongover nment al menbers of the reserve council be allowed to
vote, with the remmining federal and state agency serving as
advi sory nenbers.

Finally, we reconmmend the order to include a

provision to provide the State of Hawaii $1.5 million from
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funds allocated under the US Coral Reef Initiative to
undertake a conprehensive resource assessnment of state waters
adj acent to the reserve.

You know, after the cerenopny |ast Monday with
the President | had a chance to wal k around the Washi ngton
Mal | and view the various presidential war nmenorials and
nonurments. Al nost 200 years ago President Jefferson proposed
t he Loui siana Purchase. This purchase was not well received
by all, not unlike this reserve

Jefferson held fast and this purchase forever
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changed our nation. O the purchase Jefferson said, quote,
the fertility of the country, its climte and extent,
promi ses in due season inportant aids to our treasury, anple
provision for our posterity, and a w de spread of bl essings
of freedom and good | aws.

Si xty-nine years |later Jefferson's vision
continued to unfold as small portion of the Louisiana
Pur chase becane Yel | owst one National Park

Standing in the Jefferson Menorial | suddenly
realized the enormity and gravity of what | had w tnessed.
We had just established the Yell owstone of the sea, only it's
60 percent larger than its |land counterpart.

We have a rare opportunity before us to
strengthen the | egacy of conservation that has nade this

nation great. Together let's seize this noment and nake a
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lasting mark on history as a conmunity with a vision to
protect one of the world' s biologically diverse marine
ecosystens. Let's work together to create a true and
effective reserve, one that will provide food, jobs, and
ensure biological diversity that can be enjoyed by our sons
and daughters for generations to cone.

Thank you very nuch.

MODERATOR ADLER: Thank you very much, G eg.

Next is Clayton Carval ho and then Charles
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Maxwel | .

MR CLAYTON CARVALHO. H . |'m Maui boy, a
commercial bottom fisherman here. | fish the islands around
Maui .

And in regard -- | would like to nake a

comment in regards to this plan. And I amin favor and ny
famly and ny friends here that have tal ked to you about
maki ng this reserve conservation area. And we are all for
that and we think it's needed and we support that.

The problem | have is with the -- and this is
what | want to make nmy comments to regardi ng the neasures or
the rules that they're going to cone up with now are drafts
regarding the bottomfishing. Sone of the things that | see
happeni ng, envi si on happening right now, is when they start
restricting this area regarding the fishernen, the bottom

fi sher nen.
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And try to get to, you know, if you can, talk
to the people that actually go there today and fish, and find
out exactly what it is that they do and how they do it so you
can see the equi pnent they use, understand the peopl e that
are going there. Find out what kind of -- you know, ask

them "How much noney do you nmake? How nuch does the fish
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cost?" And actually get a good idea of what's really
happeni ng regardi ng the bottom fishing industry in the
Nort hwest Hawai i an | sl ands before you nmake a deci sion

It's so easy to recruit people in the
conmunity that don't understand or have never been exposed to
any of these conditions, fishing conditions or what exactly
i s happeni ng out there.

And nmy comments to this is that | have seen
what's happening in areas here on Maui regarding the whale
reserve area out here in Maui County. There was tax and al
of the rules cane in and everything. And it was so funny
because in all ny life, and I've fished all ny life from when
| was a little boy, |'ve never seen any |ocal people hurt
whal es. But all of a sudden you have all these preservation
and rules that cone in, and the only people that are hurting
whal es is the guys that are taking people out there with
boats. They're fromthis preservation or this area.

Anyway, the | ocal people, you know, we go on

t he beach, we see the whale. W have seen themall our
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lives. There was no problens. Today go down to M' al aea,

especially Ma'alaea, |'mthere every day, and see how that --
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the rules that they have put here regarding the whal es, how
it has affected the rest of the community, the native part of
it.

You know, they bring in all this -- And this
is what they're doing. This is what I'mafraid is going to
happen up here. They're going to start saying, "Ckay. W' ve
got to protect it." I'mall for that, got to protect this
for the future, but who's going to go out there after this?
They're going to start ecotours up there. They're going to
t ake boatl oads of people up there and charge them big
dollars. You know, we're -- These are the people that are
going to inpact those coral reefs and inpact those islands.

By the way, very little of that is islands.

If you ever been up there, it's just rocks sticking out of
the water and that's the reefs. The bottomfishernen, if you
under stand and know how to fish the type of fishing you do in
this area, they stay well outside in deeper waters.

The fish that is brought to Honolulu and is
sold at auction block that is distributed throughout all the
i sl ands, ask any restaurant, any whol esal er here, where they
get their fresh local fish from the pakapaka, the haku, the
uku. The najority conmes fromthis area out here.

These trips take 15, 20, 25 days to go up
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there and fish. |If we start restricting this area now,
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what's going to happen is this: These people that | know
personally, the fanilies that are affected by the living that
they make up there or their spouses or husbands go up there
and fish, these guys aren't going to quit fishing. That's
their chosen career. You're not going to all of a sudden
quit your job because sonebody doesn't want you to go out
there. You're going to go sonewhere else. And these people
are going to cone here and fish around the nmain Hawaii an

I sl ands, around Maui County.

When they cone with those boats and highly
skill ed people, they have | earned how to fish the pakapaka,
they're going to cone here and fish our waters.

And the inpact there will be -- it will be
great because it won't take one of these guys or a couple of
t hese boats, three or four guys com ng over here trying to
earn a living and really hurt our fishery here.

The boats that fish here now are small er
boats, two, three days nax they go out and bottomfish. They
cone in, 300 pounds, it goes to the distributors and they get
out to the restaurants. That's the local fish that you eat,
pakapaka, which is a big salary in Hawaii as far as everyone
who conmes to here to eat, they love fish

Restricting and creating nore rules and

maki ng nore problens for these guys out there, this is hard
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enough for these guys to fish out there. |If you read the
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fishery report, there's a lot of permits out there, but
there's three or four boats that actually go up there, you
know, on a nonthly basis to fish because it's such a hostile
environnent for the fishernmen to go up there.

Anyway, so | would like to say that don't
make it such a burden for these people that they're going to
stop fishing up there and cone over here.

MODERATOR ADLER: Thank you. | know that's
hard with the time limts, but | really appreciate your help
so we can get through a round of everybody.

Uncle Charlie and then Bert Qiveira.

MR CHARLES KAULUVWEHI MAXVELL, SR : Al oha.

I wish Kelii would have stuck around and expl ai ned that chant
was real beautiful called Au'a la. That chant was perforned
as Captain Cook came around Ka'al akua Bay in 1778 and it
spoke how the culture would slip through and we woul d be
losing all our culture. And it al so spoke about fishernen.

But bear in mind that that chant was witten
and was nmeant for different tines and different val ues.
Hawaiians at that time did not sell fish for their
livelihood. The fish that they caught all around the island
and in the Northwestern |Islands was for sustenance. The
problemis when people canme in, nonHawaiians, and started to

see how profitable the fish were and the cool ers and freezing



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

32

units. And they started to catch an abundance of fish

| have been on the Western Regi onal Fisheries
Council as a Native Hawaiian Advisory Council for the | ast
five years. And it was a very frustrating, very frustrating
tenure because the nmanagers and even the chair of the Wspac
Regi onal Fisheries Council, who has six votes and who go down
in the Northwestern Islands, who fin sharks and who catch
fish in this area, and he's the chairnman and he was the
chairman. He was the one who was setting restriction

So they failed poorly in taking care of this
area. W on nunerous occasions asked himto put restrictions
on turtles, endangered species, nonk seals, |obsters,
everything. They never listen. 1t went on deaf ears. So
now we have a federal entity that cane down and they're going
to make this into a sanctuary.

Believe it or not, ny point that | want to
make here, and I'mcom ng fromthe Hawaii an prospective, tel
ne, tell me who -- what Hawaiian eats fish fromthis area
that can afford 18, 20 dollars a pound? W cannot even eat
the fish that is caught fromthere because it's sold all in
t he markets.

But this is big business, you talking. W're
not tal king about C ayton catching fish all his life here in
the Hawaiian Islands. This is big business. That's why you

got an esteened Senator Ano and Kitty Sinmons and all these
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people that are really holding tight because it's econony.

It brings in noney. The drive is not need anynore. It's not
sustenance. It is how nuch nbney you can get out of this
research.

Enough already. W have to close this place.
| testified last year or several nmonths ago to close it
conmpletely. Cose it conpletely. W have had restrictions
as kapuna, as our kakoi kapuna, the people of old, and the
penalty was death. That's why we had a lot of fish in
ancient tines. But we don't have restrictions |like that.

I worry as to who will enforce these rules
once it's culmnated. That's what | worry about. | nean, |
feel for the fishernen and | feel for them like O ayton

sai d, about the whale watchers. Yeah. They pollute all the

ocean by diving with suntan oil and all. And, you know, we
watch themand this is true, you know. | nean, is that going
to be another place? | have a concern, too. And that's why

| wanted it to close up conpletely.

It is open for ecotourism \What is
ecotourisn? People diving off the boats to see the fish
That's not fair. |f we cannot catch them then why open it
up? Close it conpletely and I et themrepl enish thensel ves,
the resources for our future and the future of our children.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ADLER:  Thank you.
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Bert Aiveira and then Steve Sipnan

MR, BERT CLIVEIRA: H. M nanme is Bert
Oiveira and | ama commercial fisherman.

And | don't really see the big interaction
between the reefs and the fish -- and the bottom fishing done
up there because they're down real deep. They don't use
nets. Mst of the stuff killing the reef is pollution and
nets.

And we can't conpare that -- that area with
like California and stuff |ike that. The reason California
don't have fish is pollution. They have got major problens
wi th pollution, you know, runoff. They have got pollution
that killed their fish. [It's not overfished.

And over here, you know, we got a big problem
with too nuch stuff being protected. The turtles are
protected. | bought a jet ski. | drive the reefs with ny
jet ski and there's no fish on the reefs, only turtles. So
we're protecting things that get overprotected and then bust
up our resources.

And you got to renmenber that we are an ocean
state. We're not |like lIdaho where | got a thousand acres

can grow potatoes. |1've fished all ny life. | went to
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Vi et nam served over there for freedomand stuff. Wen | get

back, all | see is you need a permt to do this, a license to

do this. | can break the lawif | pay $25 for this pernmt.
35

You know, we got fireworks coming up. |It's against the | aw

to break them but for 25 bucks you can forget the law. It's
like a bribe. It's ridiculous.

W' ve too many rul es here, too many
regulations. You're killing our livelihood. And, you know,
this is an honest living these people do up here. It's rea
hard, very hard, and it's an honest living. You got to give
themcredit for going up there

And we should protect the reefs, but there's
got to be interaction and figure out what's really destroying
the reefs. Because the |ast mapping they did up there on the
news, they | ooked at the reefs, the reefs were beautiful.
It's found bays of |obster, you know, like beautiful kind.

| don't see like, you know, big pollution
The pollution cones from Taiwan drift nets. Drift nets
com ng off the shore and stuff like that. W can't net in
Hawaii. W can't use nets here. W can't bottomfish with
nets, so it's not our nets that are killing the reefs. You

got to look in the international waters.
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But | just -- you know, | just feel I|ike
we' re being pushed in a corner every tine. They always | ook
at the fishernen like we're out there drinking nmaitais and
the fish are junping on the boat. It's a hard living.
You're out there risking your life every tine you go out

there. It's not easy. |It's really not easy.
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And these islands -- you know, |'ve never
been out there personally and | don't think anybody in this
room has but a couple people. And it is a beautiful place,
it should be preserved, but who's going to enjoy it with all
the regul ations and stipul ati ons we've got? Nobody can go up
there to enjoy it. | can't take nmy famly up there

They cl osed Mol okini. They said you got to
have a pernit to go on Mdlokini. You didn't need a pernit to
go on there. There's only so nany comercial boats, anyway.
By issuing a pernmt to go on there, that neans | can't take
nmy fanmly in there, you know. It's just a way of closing
everybody out.

So | don't know. | just think you got to
work with the fishermen a little nore and try to -- the
peopl e who fish up there and try to preserve their way of
life. Because we're not farnmers. W can't -- You know, the
federal governnent has too nuch corn on the nmarket, they pay

this farmer $20,000 a year not to plant corn. Well, we got
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fishernen -- Pay him $200,000 a year, he'll stay home. He'd
be happy to stay hone. You know, it's a federal program
We're farners of the sea, that's what we do. W don't own a
t housand acres of |and.

And ny onion market ain't that great. |
don't know how to do that. So I've been a fisherman for 20

years and plan on doing it as long as | can, you know. And
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as far as going out and collecting five fish, you know, and

stuff like that, |I nmean, greedy. |It's not greedy. You got

expenses to pay, a |lot of expenses, a |ot of overhead, taxes
and stuff, you know. You got a lot to pay out there.

The farners, they don't got one cow. They
got a whole herd. They got expenses. W' re not greedy. |
fished one area out there for 18 years and there's stil
plenty of fish out there because | don't overfish it. | know
when to go hone. You know, you just don't say there and
pound, pound, pound. |'mnot going to cut my own throat, you
know.

So | think there's an abundance of fish out
there, an abundance. So we should work with the fishernen
and try to help each other.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ADLER:  Thanks.

Steve Sipman and then David Johnston
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MR SIPMAN. H. M nane is Steve Sipman.

| did alittle wildlife research on the
Hawai i an | sl ands inspection in 1976, '77 with Dr. Lou Hernan
on the Townsend Cromael |l and we recorded the behavior of the
various narine manmal s up there, the whal es and dol phi ns.
Actually, we didn't see any whal es.

I've also done a little bit -- just alittle

bit of comercial fishing up there on a 45-foot boot off
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Ni hoa. W fished -- we anchored at about the 100-fathom
line. And ny friends who do conmercial fishing and used to
up there out of Palieva say that the fishery is not what it
used to be. And it seens to nme maybe it fell off pretty
quickly in the last 20 years.

| think that what we have to concern
ourselves with is that as technol ogy nmakes fishing nore and
nore easier with GPS and so forth, that fishermen can return
to the exact sane spot until it's fished out, find another
one, get right back there and fish that one until it's fished
out. So there is a danger and | think the fisheries becon ng
stressed.

Another thing that | recall is that in Japan
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where the fishernen and the boat sizes and the technol ogy

i ncreased around Ki ki Island, the fishernen eventually

depl eted the fishery and then turned agai nst the dol phins,

t hought the dol phins were their conpetition and sl aughtered
t hem by the thousands.

I know that in 1976 on the Big Island the
county council nen thought it would be good idea to harvest
dol phins here in Hawaii because they were depleting the | oca
fishery resources. So | think one of nmy concerns and the
reason that | think I would be in favor of passing this
executive order is I'minterested in protecting nmarine

manmal s up there. But | also it is inportant to protect the
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fishernen and you can't do that unless you protect the fish

Thank you.

MODERATOR ADLER: Thank you very nuch. Thank
you, Steve.

Davi d Johnston and then Dottie Buck

MR, DAVID JOHNSTON: | just want to say that
| support this protection of the Northwest Hawaiian |slands.
And it is really true that a lot of the pollution that could
entail in the future would be through ecotourists and through
peopl e taking -- getting rich on noney to take people up
there. And we don't need a | ot of boats going up there and,

you know, polluting it and anchoring down and stuff |ike



13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

10

t hat .

One thing that | just noticed in this paper
in here on the second page, the nunber 5, it says, "Renoving,
t aki ng, harvesting or damagi ng any living or nonliving
preserve resource except as described above in preservation
areas and for Native Hawaiian nonconmerci al subsistence
cultural religious uses as described bel ow. "

My question is: What is defined as Native
Hawai i an? Wo's defining this?

According to the Rice Cayetano case we need
to allow for the true indigenous people to define who is
i ndi genous. This definition of Native Hawaiian has

unfortunately been changed and its law to not be of exclusive
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meani ng to i ndi genous people of Hawaii but to include those
cone to Hawaii nost recently within the |last couple hundred
years. According to what | heard, kanaka naoli is an
appropriate termfor people who have been here precontact,
nmeani ng pre Captain Cook, and | think that would be nore
appropriate to use.

Anot her question | have: Wy is this being
called a reserve? As | understand it, in Northern Al aska
there's another reserve that they want to -- is on indigenous

| ands up there that wants to be drilled for oil. And ny
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guestion is why? Wat is this being reserved for? For
another time to exploit our resources, people to cone in and
exploit it?

It's being reserved for later, like in sone
of the other reserves or parks in Anerica where |oggers can
cone in and cut down the trees. Even though it's called a
reserve, it's being reserved for a certain tinme when people
can cut it down, you know, the trees. So | think a sanctuary
or anot her appropriate word woul d be better used.

Anot her question is: Wiy is the NOAA under
the Departnent of Commerce that's going to be protecting
this? | nean, this is kind of off the subject, but I'm
really wondering. And | talked to people in Washi ngton about
this. The Departnment of Conmerce deals with trade and things

at an international |level and within Anerica and that's a
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business thing. And it doesn't really apply to protecting
ecosystens. | think this part about protecting this
ecosystem needs to be put under a different departnment or
sonething like that. |I'msure there's a way to negotiate

And that's about it, what | have to say.
Thanks.

MODERATOR ADLER:  Thank you very much, David
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Thank you.

Dottie Buck and then Jasni ne Rodriguez.

Ms. DOTTIE BUCK: Hi. [I'mnot a scientist.
I"'mjust a student and a person who lives here in Hawaii. |
have been here about 35 years.

And | ooki ng at the plan and reading the
newspaper articles and just ny own interaction with the ocean
and ny study and ny love of it, it seens that to really
preserve this area if we can nake it a totally preserved area
and, as soneone else said, a sanctuary w thout fishing,
wi t hout ecotourists and bans on fishing and ecotours should
be precluded. That's my own opinion

And as for enjoying the area, | think the
fish and marine aninals there can enjoy the area thensel ves
and live in peace.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ALDER: Thank you, Dottie.

Jasm ne Rodriguez and |saac Harp
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M5. JASM NE RCDRI GUEZ: |'m a student at Maui
Community College. And | just recently conpleted a marine
bi ol ogy class. And when | was on one of the excursions that
we go on to observe the coral reef and so on, | had noticed
that there were a couple visitors to the islands and they

had -- they were feeding the fish. And | said how can --
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what does that do to the fish when you feed themfish food?

And ny teacher replied and she said actually
what it does is that it takes the fish away fromtheir
natural feeding habits and they don't feed on the coral. And
so then what happens is they get aggressive and they kil
each other off.

So that has -- that's ny idea on conservation
as far as the ecotourism In ny opinion they should have
made Maui a natural preserve as well just you can see all the
destruction to the coral and the pesticides and so on that go
into the ocean.

| also noticed that since they did nake
Mol oki ni a preserve, | just recently bought a cal ender and
noticed that there was like nine to 12 vessels in this little
area. | said why? That's kind of interesting to have that
many vessels in this preserve and all those people that are
on the vessels all junping into the water kind of disturbing
the area.

So with all respect | do give to the
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fishernmen, | understand that's cultural, that's how back in
the old days people lived, and | disagree with the conmerci al
vessel s because in nmy opinion it seens |ike they just do this

to make noney and to, you know, have sonme nice things in
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their house, maybe a mansion. | don't know. You ask ne or
ask you.

So, you know, | do want to nmention that | am
agai nst the ecotourismso, you know, if you can -- with all
respect, if you can bring that back to the headquarters and
et themknow that it's not just the fishernmen, it's also the
peopl e that do tourism

So al oha.

MODERATOR ADLER: Thank you, Jasmi ne. Thank
you.

| saac Harp and then Tammy Harp

MR, | SAAC HARP: Al oha. |Isaac Harp, Lahaina,
Maui .

| guess you're probably been reading a lot in
the nmedi a and seeing things on the tel evision about a | ot of
t he propaganda that has been going around. And | would I|ike
to shed a little light on what really is the case over there.

It's conplained that the bottom fishernmen wil
be shut down by this. That's not true. Bottomfishing is
going to be continued to be allowed at the current |evel.

And I'msort of like the mddleman. I'ma
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fisherman nyself and | work with sone of the environnental

people, too. And | would Iike to see the cap established at



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

this region here at | east go back the | ast three years and
take the average over the past three years. There were nore
fisherman fishing during the past three years. And if we
exam ned fishing over the last three years and | think
again, that will give a little bit additional existing
fisherman in the fishery.

And they say the bottomfish prices will
rise. And | don't believe that's the case. Wen the main
Hawai i an fishes got depleted, the prices did not rise. And
the reason for that is because we have a |l ot of inports
comng into the islands, a lot of fish come in fromthe South
Pacific |ike Polynesia and stuff. And the problemis that
there's no | aw on proper | abeling of where the fish cone
from A lot of people eating fish in the restaurant think
they're eating fish fromHawaii, but they're eating inported
fish.

Sone fishermen have been trying for severa
years now to try and get true labeling on inports. And the
| egislature has failed to pass the bills to true |abeling.
And the main fight against that was fromthe restaurant
i ndustry. So, again, you get true labeling on the inports
will give the local fish will get better prices and the

fisherman will be having bottom fish here.

45
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And like the restaurants are going to go out
of busi ness because they've got to inport. You're stil
going to have fish no matter what even if they shut down al
the fisheries here because you'll always have inports.

And they're saying it's going to shut down
the | obster fishery. The |obster fishery has already been
shut down by court action because of m smanagenent by Western
Pacific Council. 1In the 1980s you could catch an average of
about three and a half |obsters per trap. And during the
past few years you've had difficulty getting one |obster with
three traps. And that includes egg-bearing fenmal es and
i mmature | obsters that have been allowed to be taken since
1996.

And they're saying this will be bad for the
econony. | think it will be good for the econony by keeping
control over this area as far as extraction of bottomfish
it wll help to ensure potential replenishing of the main
Hawai i an |slands for the [ocal bottomfishermen in the main
i slands. W have over 2500 |icensed bottomfishernen here in
the main islands. That does not include the subsistence
fishery or recreational fishery.

There's a lot of talk going around that there
has been inadequate input into this process. W had a
vi sioni ng session just a few nonths ago and there were 1100

witten coments sent in, over 430 people attended the public



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

46

vi si oni ng session and there was a workshop put together in
Honol ul u by the environnent group the Hawaii Environnent
Al'liance. And they put together |ots of recomendations and
wor ked out -- just about every interest group you can inagine
was represented there. And the docunented reconmendati on

gai ned support fromover 3 mllion people both locally and
national |l y.

And this area is ceded | and, |and of the
ceded | ands, ceded out to the territorial water boundary of
12 miles. And the governnent is already nandated to manage
these areas for the best interests of the public.

And there's a lot of concern about nmlitary
activities, bonbing and stuff, and we don't want any | anding
vehi cl es running up on the beaches and stuff there.

One of our biggest concerns is ecotourismand
crui se ships and things accessing that area that it doesn't
damage it. |I'msure everybody will agree on that one

Ckay. |'mrunning out of tine.

The state waters is not included in this
reserve. So right now the state waters is open to the bottom
fishery. There's no restriction fromzero to three mles.

So as far as that goes, | feel very little of the area wll
be shut down to the fishernen.

And | want to try to work with the fishernen
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47

far as bottom fishing goes. The environnentalists want

50, 000 fathons and shall ower shut down. And | hope everybody

can agree on sone neutra
t hat .

Mahal o.

area |like 30,000 and things |ike

MODERATOR ADLER: Thank you, Isaac. Thank

you.

Tammy Harp and then Sharone Gones.

(Arrangi ng podi um)

MS. TAMW HARP: (Hawaiian statenent.)

| stand up for the protection of the

Nor t hwest ern Hawai i an | sl

ands because of these reasons: At

the first Native Indigenous Advisory Council neeting in Apri

'97 Wlliam Il aw cauti oned the other Pacific |Islanders,

"Don't make the sanme m st

akes as we did."

In a report by KHWML. co-chairman Ji m Cooks

stated, "The diet of the

nonk seal s consisted of 10 percent

| obster and that they ate 190 ani nals besides the | obsters.”

Per haps he neant 10 percent of the |lobster stock is left in

the fishery.
They i ncl

species in the nonk seal

ude -- in conclusive results of prey

di et found out of 60 plus species
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that were tested out of 200, 25 percent of that was --
consi sted of |obster in the Hawaii an nonk seal's diet.

Al so, too, he had said sonething Iike --
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about the Brazilian |lobster kills. The tourist does not need
to be told they're eating Brazilian |obsters. He's saying
that they should be told that they're eating that, but | am
sayi ng no because we have life Maine |obsters from Kona at
Ni hoa.

Al'so, too, in the council sunmmary of the
| obster fishery observer reports fromarea 4 in 1999, which
is like part of French village Shoals and other islands in
there, that the baseball size and | arger pieces of coral were
intraps and lines fromsone hulls.

VWhat | renenber it was, the size was |ike
basketballs. So it wasn't the size of baseballs.

Al so, too, the contamination fromtheir
i nformational sheet fromthe nonk seals, contami nation from
fecal nmatter material from high densities of seabirds and
seal s i s suspected.

That kind of thing to ne is dysentery. It's
not salnonella. |In the salnonella context it was a food
poi soni ng characterized by abdom nal pain, fever, nausea,

vom ting and diarrhea.
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Excuse ne. Sorry.

Bi o prospective. Renenber, now, 0 to 3 mles
is not included. Bio prospecting, extracting corals for
nmedi cal -- or nedicines which would be synthesized in the

| aboratory and who woul d benefit fromthe packing and receive
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its royalties? Many of you m ght renenber the Sickatera test
kits.

While this kind of bio prospecting has
happened in May in the south and | feel it should happen from
there since they already had started it. And | don't think
it needs to conme up there.

Ecotourismtourism the host culture has been
negatively inpacted by this industry for generations. It has
caused degradation, destruction, desecration, exploitation of
its land resources, its marine resources including its
creatures, its culture and nore.

The State has a practice of always
accommodating the tourist industry and nothing nuch is done
for the host culture and the rest of the residents. Hi gher
property taxes, higher cost of living and nore.

In an news article in Hawaii scientists
bel i eve reef hawking tours are destroying the corals. Cruise

shi p and yacht passage, these are alien species and bacteria
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carriers. Their ballast tanks store these disasters and the
Nort hwest ern Hawai i an | sl ands would be in great danger

Mlitary activities. The only mlitary
activity that should be conducted up there is the cleaning up
of its opala, the trash and the landing that was | eft behind
and has resulted in the contam nation of our true state

mari ne mamual , the endangered endeni ¢ Hawai i an nonk seal
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There's even that in this SSC report.

But, anyway, the noray eel also is
contam nated with PCBs and that's one of the foods of the
nonk seal. So | wonder how many nore prey species in the
nonk seal diet is toxic. Right up here since 1994 in our Tri
Isle waters lies a 25 square foot -- excuse me, 25 square
mle submarine tracking system HATS, just waiting to be
replaced in the sunmer of next year by 60 square nile
tracking systemterned pis water

This area is part of the Hunpback Whal e
Sanctuary. There is simlar training tracking systens in the
Channel I|slands, A ynpic Hosts, which are all national marine
sanctuaries. There is talk about eight mles off Hawaii the
boom box. The national narine sanctuary has one, too.

Then there is the LFAs that was conducted on

the Big Island the front of it sticking kind of close to the
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desi gnat ed Hunpback Whal e Center

Yeah. |'mgetting there.

The release of CO2 in the waters off Kona.
In a nultination field experinent 44 to 60 netric tons are
schedul ed to be rel eased froma boat approximately 1.6 miles
of fshore within the National Energy Research Corridor in the
area called The Rounds.

Three reasons for choosing Hawaii: The

islands are isolated. The islands are not near any densely
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popul ated area. And perfect weather conditions to do the
experiment. Now, this is all within state jurisdiction
wat ers.

| cannot take one nore thought, so | think I
will wait until naybe | have a second chance.

Mahal o.

MODERATOR ADLER:  Thank you.

| know that's hard. | feel bad interrupting

you when you don't get to say all the things you wanted. And
we'll try and cone back at it again.

Ckay. Sharone and then Bob Gones. And after
that we're going to take a two-minute break for our court
reporter whose fingers are wearing down.

MS. SHARONE GOMVES: Aloha. M nane is
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Shar one Gones.

My husband and | own and operate a 45-f oot
vessel in the Northwest Hawaiian Islands. W are bottom
fishernen. Now, we have a permt and one of the people who
have the limted entry pernmt that fish there. And one thing
that unsettles ne because many have said and even when | was
on Cahu attending a neeting that it's about the noney and

it's econom cs.

And because we have our -- in front of bottom
fishing, the word "comercial,"” it kind of lends itself to
how people feel like, well, it's big business. But we are
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sel f-enpl oyed, no 401K plan, no health benefits. Fishing is
not a job. Fishing is a way of |life. M husband has been
doing it for 25 years and will continue to do so, |'m sure.

Qur concern is that there is an air of belief
that we as bottom fishernen are raping the Northwest Hawaiian
Islands. And that is not true. That is alie. And the
reason | can tell you that is because we depend on that very
resource to feed our fanly

Now, there is a word that we throw out and
tal k about and it's called cultural subsistence. Now, we are
Nati ve Hawaiians and we have cultural subsistence. Back then

woul d nmean that you get the fish, you go and you feed the
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famly, you feed the village. Yeah?

Today, today that equals to the exact sane
thing, but today we need kal a because our banker is not going
to take opakapaka and ranaga as a trade for our nortgage, is
not going to take the fish we have -- we can't take it to the
supernmarket to buy food with. W need exchange and today's
rate. And today that's what that's about. That's you need
the greens. You need noney to do it.

We're not nmaking a |l ot of noney. | wouldn't
say we're maki ng noney. W're subsisting. Because
woul dn't be working if we were naking tons of noney. | would
be hone with ny girl and a full-time nom But | can't. But

| support ny husband's way of |ife because it is our way of
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life. It's been our way of life as long as he's been doi ng
it, as long as generations before us has done it, and we will
continue to do so, no doubt.

VWhat | want people to understand is this:
Bottom fishing is the nost environnmentally friendly fishing
that you can have in the Northwest Hawaiian |Islands. W do
not go near reefs. W do not want to go near reefs. W
support the reserve as it's not -- not as it stands, but we
support the reserve as a coral reef ecosystem However,

there were points nmade about closures, closures around
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certai n banks.
Now, how many of you have been to the

Nort hwest Hawai i an | sl ands? Raise your hand.

Ckay. Maybe ten, ten people. | want you to
know what you're preserving because it is pristine. It is
beautiful. And when you tal k about reserve and you talk

about sanctuaries and nonunents, that neans, in part, that
sonething is already in danger, that the coral reefs are in
danger. Wen, in fact, the coral reefs in the Northwest
Hawai i an | sl ands are the nost heal thiest, have been because
not her nature has been protecting them for years.

In fact, nother nature is the strongest
protector of the Northwest Hawaiian |slands. They do not
have nount ai nous regions. They do not have people living

there. And it is people now, it is people that damage the
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reefs. It is -- In fact, in the President's order it |eaves
it open for tourism Okay? Tourism Now, tourismwll
create people touching the reef, diving on the reef,
accidentally touching sonmething, falling down, hurting the
reef, hurting the coral reef ecosystem

Bottomfishing is far away fromthat

So I'mrunning down on tine. So in that |
want to say that, you know, we're not -- we're for the reef

reserve, but we want you to rethink closure because cl osures
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do put inpact on other open areas.

Mahal o.

MODERATOR ADLER: Thank you. Thank you
Shar one.

MR, BOB GOVES: Thank you, Dave.

Aloha. M nane is Bobbie Gones. | am one of
the permt holders and fishernen out there. One of the few
Everybody tal ks about 17 pernmits, all these boats,

m si nformati on, guys have five boats. You want to know,
there's three boats fishing up there. The other two boats do
the mnimumtrips, three trips a year because they don't want
to go up there that nuch, but they want to keep their permt
just to keep their lifestyle.

Three boats, people, fishing 1200 mles. You
guys tal k about | ook how nuch reefs -- 1200 mles. You can't

fish in that light blue area, people. The light blue area is
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you' re tal king 1,000 fathons, 2,000 fathoms. There's no
bottom fishing out there.

The bottom fishing is all around that dark
blue, dark purple area. And we fish right around those
reefs, not on the reefs. | can barely even see the reefs

breaki ng when we fish. |It's danger. You want to stay away
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fromthe reefs.

As far as the seals, hey, | respect the
seals. | don't bother the seals. W have nothing to do with
them You know, they talk about every tinme the seals and the
fishernen and this and the fishernen and we're the guys
creating all the problens. You guys want the nonk seals cone
back to French Frigate, get all the scientists off that
island. | hear themtalking. Hey, |I pass that island and
hear the people talking on the radio. GCh, |I'mon Bird
I sland, Whale 1. There's four or five whale watchers running
all over that island.

They throw nets over the seals, put brand and
tags. | see the seals when they swimby ny boat, big cold
brands in their bodies, tags in all the fins. Wuo you think
giving themtrauma? Wy you think they don't |ike to cone
back to that island. Maybe the scientists are the very ones.
A lot of people graduating with varying biol ogy degrees. Al
this has got to stop. How are they going to exercise that?

They're going to go in all the renpte areas and harass the
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seals and the birds and blane the fishermen for stay out.
| have never, ever stepped foot on any one of
those reefs. | don't know why they tal k about the fishernen

as the guy. Mdway Island, | don't hear nothing about the
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pl ace there, because it's gone. Phoenix Corporation gutted
it. They fly jets in there, they get tourists ecotrips going
in. They don't talk about Mdway. Yeah?

What about the Kauka and the Opal a? And even
the scientists on French Frigate? Were does that go? Right
into the ocean, people. Fishernen, two, three people on one
boat fishing, we don't bother the environnent. kay?

We need t hese grounds that you guys trying to
close to survive. That's why there's only three boats left.
You know why? Because it's a brutal environnent to fish. |If
we're going to survive up there, the last few, when you take
away these grounds, you're going to force us to concentrate
our effort on the last grounds left. Now you're going to put
nore pressure on those grounds.

The reason we lasted this long is because we
practiced fishing of picking little bit and little bit from
one bank. The guys that didn't practice that no | onger make
it up there. Because they go up here, they fish too nmany

times in one place, pretty soon they can't catch fish. And

if you don't catch fish -- It costs ne $5,000 to go up there
and fish it. | don't catch fish, people, |I'mout of

57
busi ness.

You cut off these grounds fromnme, you assure
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me to go out of business. | will have to cone back here to
fish. And, they say, yeah, they don't want us coni ng back
here. Because | have devoted 25 years of ny life to learn
how to find bottomfish. And I know how to find bottomfish
I"'mnot like this guy who wants to buy a boat, goes up there,
can't find fish, there's no fish. They send all these
scientists up there doing exploratory fishing trips. GCh, we
can't find bottomfish

Maybe if you spent as many years as | have,
you can find them | can find fish out here, people. | can
go out here right now and catch 3, 4 thousand pounds. Wy?
Because | know these islands better than anybody el se when it
cones to bottomfishing. | spent 20 years bottom fishing and
seven years up there working my way up

Now, if you take away these grounds, getting

back to what I'"mworried about, is the cap. | only fished
eight trips last year. | had breakdowns, | had one thing or
another. | don't fish to get rich. | love staying honme with

ny fanmly, ny daughter, nmy wife. Twenty days |'maway from
hone. | miss Christnmas. | miss birthdays. | miss New
Year's.

I'"'mhome for this neeting because | have to

| et you guys hear. And you guys only get three mnutes from
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a guy that lives 225 days a year up there fishing. That's
not fair. Al these | aws have been passed wi thout input from
the people up there working to feed the famly

Like ny wife said, if | could trade ny opaka
for my nortgage, believe nme, | would. But the white nan has
brought this way of life. W have got to sell it, get nopney,
pay the nortgage, pay the school bills, buy clothes. It's
subsi stence fishing, people. That's how we survive

Three boats, remenber that. That's all.
Fortuna, Kinikai, Kalailai, that's ny boat. And we're al
good, skilled fishernen. You know, these people were taught
it and we will die out sooner or later and you'll have that
pl ace to yourself. Let us finish out our career. You take
away these grounds, you assure certain death to us. |
guarantee you we won't be able to nake it because we will
overfish the |last few grounds.

Three and a half percent of that whole area
is reefs. kay? VYou taking 5 percent. |It's going to
guarantee we can't nake it.

Al oha.

MODERATOR ADLER:  Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ADLER. W're going to take a 4.7

m nute break. W're going to give our court reporter a

chance to take a stretch, you take a stretch. W' re about
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hal fway through the testinmony. See you in a few m nutes.
(Pause in Proceedings: 7:29-7:39)

MODERATOR AKA: My nane is Karen Aka. | also
work with Peter Adler and |I'mgoing to be calling up people
for the testinmony the second half of this evening' s hearing.

| would Iike to call on the next two people.
W have Janes Mattos and Rhonda Mattos.

MR, JAMES MATTCS: |'mnot nmuch of a speaker
but | fish the Northwest Hawaiian |slands w th Bobbie Gones.
And | guess what Bobbie says says it all. That's how we nake
our living up there, we fish in those islands. And like from
how Bobbi e was saying, the seals and the French Frigate Shoa
area and how we hear the scientists talk and what we hear.

| just feel the reef systens should be
protected. And that's one of the things that's going on in
the French Frigate Shoal area with those people running
around with these boats. They're the ones that danmmgi ng any
of the najor reefs. W don't go near no reefs and all we do
is pull on bottomfish, you know.

My dream has been bottom fishing down in
northwest. | been doing this for two years now, and it's
like, you know, these rules you guys are putting out there
will kind of like crush ny dreans. And, you know, that's ny
future for ny famly, how | feed and support ny famly. And

I amproud to bring fish home to feed the Hawaii an | sl ands,
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you know what | nean.

Li ke Uncle Charlie was saying on these
prices, you know, Hawaiians can't pay for the fish. They
don't pay us that kind of noney for the hard work we do out
there. W get $3 a pound for the fish. The market is
another thing. That's not our business, you know.

We work hard at what we do. Not to mention
we fight all the odds of nother nature, which is 30-plus feet
seas, 40-knot wi nds, you know what | nean, and 20 days out
there anay fromour fanmlies. And, you know, we can't have
all this -- all our grounds to be lost like this.

Al'so, a lot of the grounds that you guys are
closing is sone places we can kind of hide for safety at
tinmes, you know, for a little shallow water for protection.
Not that shallow, but, you know, 40 fathons or so where we
can get protection fromthe rough seas of nother nature,
everyt hing, you know.

But, like | said, I'"'mnot a good tal ker, so |
just -- you know. | feel good about protecting the reefs,
but not with you guys doing the closing of the Northwest
Hawai i an | sl ands.

MODERATOR AKA:  Thank you.

Rhonda Mattos. And after Rhonda we will have
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Jonat han Starr.

MS. RHONDA MATTCS: Yes, hi. |'m Rhonda
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Mattos and ny husband is Janes. He's been a fisherman for 15
years. And for the past year and a half he has been fishing
the Northwest with Bobbie Gones. And for the past year and a
hal f we have been planning to invest our future in commerci al
bott om fi shi ng.

And, you know, there's only a few chosen
fishernen that can actually go out there. You know, it's way
out there to fish. Because you need the ability, you need
t he experience, you know, you need the skills and notivation
Not to nention, you know, you need the heart and soul to go
fish.

And, you know, | know that nobst of the
fisherman have great respect for the coral reef. M husband
does. And so, you know, | support the local fishernen
because it's their livelihood, it's their chosen way of
living and it's their chosen way.

And | think that in the long run bal ance and
education would benefit both sides than the restrictions.

And just God bl ess every person here tonight and the outcone
of , you know, these neetings for the sake of the people, for

t he sake of fisherman and for the sake of the environnent.
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Thank you.
MODERATOR AKA:  Thank you. Jonathan Starr
and then we have Paul Keahi

MR JONATHAN STARR: |'m Jonat han Starr. I''m
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a small boat owner, also sonetines a fisherman for the | ast
20 years or so. And |I'mspeaking in favor of the program |
think that it's a good, bal anced approach. And | would
really like to be thankful that it's been put forward and
noved forward, that it is noving ahead.

And al so would like to express sone
appreciation for the process of opening it up to the people
at these hearings and in the processes that have been
ongoing. And | do think there has been quite a | ot of
opportunity for the public and the people who are involved in
the fishery and also the environnent to state their piece.

| do feel it's very inportant to protect this
for our future. | think that this is an incredibly val uable
resource and it's wonderful that it does have a possibility
of being able to be preserved for the long term The reefs
and al so the bottom fish stocks and other creatures such as
the | obsters and so on really do need to be protected.

Over the last 20 years we have seen the

bottom fish here in the main Hawai i an | sl ands al npst
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di sappear. Twenty years ago when you go to any of the places
that were selling fish or, you know, go down to the docks and
wat ch the boats cone in, even the restaurants, you would see
tubs and tubs of onaga and opakapaka two, three feet |ong and
it was just plentiful. And now, you know, they're not coning

in fromthe local waters. They're alnpbst all gone. You go
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to restaurants and you'll see baby onaga being served, 12
inches long and stuff. It really nmakes ne sad.
The fact that they are still up there gives

us hope that if we give themsone hel p, possibly we may see

t hem back here one day. And also, you know, |obsters. It's
becone a | ot easier to catch |obsters. | live down in
Kauakaua 20 years ago and could go out on the rocks off where
I lived and bring back plenty of |obsters. Right now, just
two guys going out naybe two tines a year go canping for two,
three days can fish out a whole big area with tanks.

And | really hope we can preserve that
further up north. So please keep up the good work you're
doing. And | would Iike to just speak in favor of it and
hope that as tine goes by and see how it works possibly it
can be fine-tuned to give additional protections.

Thank you.

MODERATOR AKA: W have Paul Keahi and then

Di ane Shepherd.



19

20

21

22

23

24

25

10

11

12

13

14

15

MR, PAUL KEAHI: |'mjust wondering, can you
hear the voice clearly? It seens like in the back there
there is a little bit too nmuch reverb so there's a feedback
sonehow. But, anyway, when Tanmy was tal king | couldn't nake
out the words she was saying, but if you can hear, well,
that's good enough for ne as far as |'m concer ned.

I'"'mfrom Lahaina. W grew up fishernen so we
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fish. O course, we did |lot of bottomfishing, too, |ike
nabeta. | don't know if you guys get that over here, but
there's a |lot of nabeta in Lahaina. O course nuelua and
stuff like that. W used to put our nets fromKapala to
Lahai na and our nets were probably seen all the way to
Kaanapal i, probably. W did surround nets, side nets, did

opilla fishing, did deepsea fishing. For many of us we grew
up supporting our famlies.

But what |'mgetting at is that over the
years, yeah, | notice even the sea weed |ike the oguwe in
sone areas you can't find themanynore. Maybe the extensive
Ckanawa people that normally pick up oku fishing. So today
they limt you to one pound per famly, one pound per catch
or sonething like that. In other words, they're saying that

it's not too nuch of that around anynore.
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Ckay. The other kind of seaweed or weed I'm
tal king about is the liopapa. You hardly find those around
here anynore because it's been ransacked. And |ikew se in
Lahaina there's -- | can't find the lim we call chop-chop
linp. You can't find it any nore because of the extensive
use.

oilla fishing has stopped all together
because of the jet ski and the danger to jet ski in Lahaina.
We're outvoted by the court because they claimthat opilla

fishing as far as the fishernen is concerned, we -- Let's put
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it the other way: The jet ski will bring in nore revenues
than opilla fishing. W didn't realize that naybe what we
could have done was -- Because the thing went to court, but
they ruled in that fashi on where because jet ski brought in
nore revenue than fishing. But we forget to nention the fact
that that was our culture. But it's been sonetinme now that
we done opilla fishing, opilla fishing that we used to do
before with the net. Oherwise opilla fishing is kind of
depl et ed.

| amsaying this in a small fashion. Wen
you tal k about places like this, you get big-tine fishernen
out there and the question is: Howlong would it take for

themto just wi pe out the whole area? Dang, | swear, you
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know, the fishing is -- so normally go shoreline fishing, at
sonetimes would like to eat onaga sonetinmes or opakapaka and
you can't get them because they've just overfished that

pl ace.

That's the reason why really | amtalking
about this because if it can happen in a little place |ike
Maui villages in Lahaina, it can happen to that, too. You
get extensive fishing and people com ng from probably al
over the world to fish here.

Ri ght now Tammy and |saac are really fighting
for is this 5 percent or 4 percent of the fishing ground to

reserve for fishing. The rest is still open for big-tine
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fishing. But just imagine, you know, how long will it take
themto just wi pe out fishing, w pe everything out that we
try to live bhy.

Just one last thing, though. | renenber in
this book it says, the gangs conplain that he who destroys
the makai n shall hinself be destroyed. So there is -- the

thing is we are going to self-destruct if you don't watch

out. So we got to watch the -- how wi se (Hawaiian). W take
care of this so we can go back and harvest again. |If you
take themall, then there's nothing to go back to.

Thank you.
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MODERATOR AKA: After Di ane Shepherd we have
Rick W son.

MS. DI ANE SHEPHERD: Good eveni ng and thank
you for the opportunity to speak. M/ nanme is Di ane Shepherd.
I'"'mchairman of the Sierra Club, Maui Group, and I'mhere to
speak in favor of conservation neasures and to al so ask that
t hese areas be nmde pernanent.

How much better to preserve an ecosystemin
its healthy state rather than see how much danmge it can
sustai n before popul ations collapse. W all know that the
bottom fishing industry has been in trouble for years. | was
amazed to go in the narket the other day and, ny gosh, was an
anaga. | haven't seen one in ages. Whereas 25 years ago

when | was in New Age | went to Chinatown and there was red
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fish all over the place.

So this is sonething that, as Steve Sipnan
said, to save the fishernen, you have to save the fish. The
argunent that fish dinners may be a little nore expensive,
you have to pay a little bit nore and be able to eat it in
the future rather than pay a low price and not be able to eat
it ina fewyears. Wrldwi de we see fisheries overexploited
and the industries coll apse.

| have a question about enforcenment because a
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| ot of the South Pacific nations have found it necessary to
actual ly have gun boats to protect their fishery, fish areas.
The Tai wanese and the Russians are particularly |oquaci ous
and | wonder if they would have a presence up here if we did
not have the proper security.

Poaching is always going to be a problem and
per haps the vessel identification systemw ||l work, but there
may be poaching not just fromindividuals but fromlarger
entities.

And in closing we have a historic opportunity
here to create this preserve and we should take it. It's
wonderful to think that we can have the second | argest ocean
preserve in the world. Let's do it.

MODERATOR AKA: After Rick WIson we have
Mar ¢ Hodges.

MR RICK WLSON. M nane is Rick Wlson. |
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work as a park ranger here at Hal eakal a National Park. |
al so work as a volunteer with the programwhere we try to put
nore into reducing the damage caused from those who drop
anchor on coral reefs. That's a real bad problem

| didn't really have time to wite up
testinmony, but | did wite a few ideas down on things that |
would |ike to nmention.

First of all, | amin full support of this
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designation of protecting this area. You know, | don't
think -- | think part of how we failed when it cones to
| ooki ng at conservation, |ooking at protecting areas is we
sonehow seemto think that we have to wait until things are
al nost extinct or whole ecosystens are al nbst gone or
endangered before we should protect them But this is really
progressive conservation. |It's saying, |ook, you know, this
area is still fairly healthy. Let's protect it now before
it's decimted from what ever type of human i npacts we cause

I think | do appreciate the fact that there
is still going to be sone Iimted fishing allowed. | think
many of our industrial fishing practices in nodern tinmes are
incredibly destructive, but | think a |ot of these guys that
are here tonight are not those people.

And, you know, it was said earlier and | just
talked to a gentl eman outside about this, that those of you

who are looking at this issue, |ook at those of us who do
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make our livelihood out there. And, you know, | just want to
say that | appreciate you guys coning here and tal ki ng about
it, because that's the best way that | get to know you fol ks
and what your views are

I"'mnot a fishernman, but | have spent a
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nunber of years of ny life working on boats. | know what
it's like to get totally beaten up and worked over by nother
nature while you're out on ocean. |It's very hard.

Just a fewthings that | think we should
also -- in addition to nmaki ng sonme zones no-take for fishing,
| think if it's not already included, there shoul d be
absol utely no aquariumcollecting for anything in this entire
preserve

| also amin favor of an absolute ban other
than what's taken place on M dway on ecotourism on cruise
shi ps, on snorkel charters and dive charters. | have worked
in that industry for years here on Maui and there's a | ot of
truth to the fact that in many respects ecotourismis
destroyi ng nature.

And every single one of the boats that go out
of Ma' al aea and Lahaina at one point in time or another has
dropped an anchor and 60 feet of chain that breaks and
destroys coral reef. | have done it nyself. 1'll be the
first to admt that | have dropped an anchor, junped in the

wat er and seen what's it done and it's terrible. And we do
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it in the name of ecotourism
So although I"'mreally in support of people

going out and finding a way to connect with the outdoors,
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whet her it's by fishing or watching nature and enjoying it on
what ever level, that's fine. But the criticisnms of
ecotourismare very true. And, you know, if we want to take
the cruise ships ecotourism then I'mall in favor of keeping
t hose things out of there.

| also think if we are going to all ow
continued fishing, one of the things that needs to be | ooked
at is we need to keep foreign fishing fleets out of these
areas. You know, | realize the ocean is very large place and
it's hard to control, but we do have the Coast Guard, we do
have the National Marine Fishery Service and we do have
agenci es that are charged to protect this. So | hope that we
can keep those guys out of there, because that's just
certainly not fair to all of these local fishernen if we
can't keep those fol ks out of there.

| guess also what I'd also like to say is
that although this is hard for sone to accept, | think it's
okay to say that there are certain places on this planet that
we're going to say, you know, we're going to keep hands off.
We're not going to take anything fromthis place. W're
going to let wild nature be wild nature. You know, nature as

having intrinsic value. Not value just because we as humans
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pl ace value on it.
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That doesn't take away fromthe way we make
our livings. It just respects that, you know, we share this
planet with mllions of other species. | wonder how many of
us think about that on a daily basis. Because we're losing a
| ot of species.

| think that's about all | want to say, you
know. Just | amin support of this programand | hope that
everyone's views can continue to be included. And
appreciate this opportunity.

Thank you.

MODERATOR AKA: Next is Marc Hodges and then
Al'y Parker.

I's Marc Hodges here? Gone.

Al'y Parker?

I'"'mgoing to have a little trouble with this
| ast nane. Janmes Fernandez? |s that correct?

AUDI ENCE SPEAKER: Yeah. That's all right.

MODERATOR AKA: kay. Uncle Les.

MR, LES KULOLO'Q Aloha. M nane is Leslie
Kuloloi'o. |'ma Maui resident.

| think I'd like to come forward with the
expertise here in Maui County waters. |'ma Native Hawaiian
fam |y that has fought beach access to the beaches that have

been encroached by devel opnent, taken away certain native
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rights or way of life here in Hawaii from many of us in the
past .

| have been involved in Native Hawaii an
cultural activist noves here in Hawaii pronoting federal |aws
to protect native rights such as Section E Hawaii Statutes
that relate to pastures rights here in Hawaii.

| have been part of the land use conmittee
and ocean studies and 22 years as a nenber of the Protect
Hawai i Chana that has fought hard to protect the nmilitary use
in the engagenent of ordnance and mlitary use as a range for
over 40 to 50 years here on Maui. Though the efforts of
nysel f and nmany others in the community we have returned that
i sland to becone what you call -- | think a western use of
the word called reserve. Since then the island has been
protected under what you call a County Reserve Conm ssion

Wien we reviewed the tasks of this conmi ssion
I amvery afraid now of what the reserve termis all about.
Because when you opened up the use of reserve on Kaho, M.
Smith, Bob, and M chael Wiss, direct to the both of you, I
think what simlarities | see that has happened on
Kaho' ol ane. | think we're heading the right direction, but
not knowi ng we did clanp dowmn. We did try to cap certain
boundari es fromnot being overfished or overkilled. W
thought it was okay. W still think it is okay.

W try to use the term Native Hawaii an
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Subsi stence, neaning if certain groups would go on the
i sl ands, subsistence terns would be for island use. | am
afraid what | have read in the executive order and nostly
t hrough your -- certain definitions in your NH executive
order, it's already setting out what -- | think a plan or
sonet hing where | think the President and all of us here
toni ght, recognizing all the speakers, what we need to do is
focus now on all the testinmony given throughout the islands.
The next thing that M. Robert Snith, both
you and M. Wiss and staff and our federal supporters that
have witnessed the islands to really do an environnental
assessnment again, to do a testinony assessnent again, and to
really go forward and try to pick the best and brighter
council you can in everything. | think that's the focus.
The advi sory council, | think -- and |I'm one
of those that will be appointed because | think | qualify.
And | want to give ny 40 and 50 years of service to the area
that | know best. | amnot nulahina, tourist to the
Nort hwestern |Islands. | have been to the Hawaiian I|sl ands.
As a matter of fact, | went with the help of
your staff to return the bones of our (Hawaiian). | was the
safety officer. And, you know, going to the islands is a
dangerous attenpt and we did it, ny crew and |, including

your staff on it, and safety on and off.
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What | would like to focus onis this
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advi sory council should be the council to go over this with
you, M. Smith and M. Wiss. | think this council, if

we're -- they were really picked rightly will have to go

t hrough the whol e stuff that have read, stuff that deals with
the native Hawaiian nonconmmercial clause.

Wien we use Native Hawaiian Subsistence, | am
afraid that you're going to stop Native Hawaii ans
nonconmer ci al |language in there to just be limted. And what
| am seeing --

Well, | would like to cone back agai n because
I think ny statenent is very inportant because | think I'm
t he nost focused because |I'm asking you both of you the point
guestions that's going to cover all. But | would like to
cone back real fast because it will give me a few nore
mnutes, if | may. Can |? Ckay.

MODERATOR AKA:  Thank you.

Jeff Bagshaw and then Pat C ausen

MR, JEFF BAGSHAW | al nbst forgot ny show
and tell.

My nane is Jeff Bagshaw. | work at Kal aupapa
Nati onal Park so, no, I'mnot a fisherman. | have been on

the island 12 years. And | have not visited these -- this
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area, but yesterday -- and | won't say where to protect the
animal -- | had the fortuitosity of a resident of that area

visiting nme, a Hawaiian nonk seal on ny regular walk | got to
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see one yesterday. After 12 years that is a pretty special
event .

| have only lived here a third of ny life,
just 12 years. | have not had the fortuitosity of being born
and rai sed here. But what | can share are two exanples from
t he mai nl and of when peopl e said, This has been our way of
life and we have to protect our way of l|ife.

The first exanple is that ny famly conmes
froma place called C nmarron County, Cklahoma. |If you're not
famliar with nainland history, it is an area that in the
1930s because people farnmed it and it's an area where it
shouldn't be farmed at all, that it created the Dust Bow .
Those people lost their way of |ife because they abused the
land and said, This is always been our way of life.

My fanmily now lives in Oregon. And this is
anot her exanpl e where people there said, Qur grandfathers,
our great grandfathers have always cut trees and we have to
cut trees, too. And so they fought protection against areas
of clear-cutting and instead of changing with the tinmes and

with the econony -- For instance, people in British Col unbia
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and people in Japan started finishing wood products. They
changed the nills fromsinply processing raw tinber into
processing finished products. Instead of doing that, people
in Oegon and Washi ngton kept saying, My nortgage is due.

This is the way of ny grandfather and ny great grandfather.
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Now t hose people are out of jobs.

There cones a tine in any resource when you
have to | ook at the population -- And people in the Pacific
Nort hwest said, This has been ny grandfather's way of |ife,
all three of ny sons nust be able to do the sane work. And
if they have four sons each and if each of those four sons
has three sons, how long will the resource sustain a way of
life?

The resource is not for soneone's way of
life. And | nade a mistake just earlier when | stated that a
nonk seal visited me. He wasn't down here to visit nme. That
woul d be arrogant. And | believe the same is true of saying
a resource is here for hunans. They are naking a living,
too. That nonk seal had a nice big fish in his nouth. That
is why he was here. | just happened to be lucky to be in the
water in the same area

So | amin favor of this proposal. | am not

in favor of aquariumcollection. There should be no
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And | have a little show and tell with ne.

My nei ghbors upstairs who have noved out recently from

Makawao where | live were fishernen and, shall we say,
children of the land. And when they nmoved out, | found this
pi ece of black coral -- And | want to give this to one of the

folks in education here so they can share it with others --
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inthe pile of laundry lint and cigarette butts that they
swept out fromthe garage. So education is going to be the
key, no matter what race soneone is.

And | hope there is also no nmlitary use of
this area. There's no mning. And biotechnology only if no
patents are granted. That's very inportant that no patents
be granted if -- and we will see nore research in this area
if important products are di scovered on the reef.

Thank you.

MODERATOR AKA: Pat C ausen and then M sane
Orin. I'msorry if |I'mm spronounci ng your nane.

Pat C ausen.

AUDI ENCE SPEAKER: She had to | eave to go
back to work.

MODERATOR AKA:  Okay. | am pronouncing this

Msane Orrin. | don't knowif |I'm m spronouncing that.
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Dan Grant ham

VMR, DAN GRANTHAM  Thank you.

Good evening. M nane is Dan Grantham and
think I"'mthe | ast person that signed up, so probably just --

MODERATOR AKA: Actually, you're not.

MR DAN GRANTHAM |I'mnot, sorry. You're
not free yet.

| want to express ny appreciation for how

information fromall sides is comng out here. | think it is
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vitally inportant that we hear from everyone concerned here.
And | would like to tell the fishernen | appreciate hearing
fromthem | also would Iike to tell people speaking from an
environnental point of viewthat | appreciate hearing from
them And | hope, in fact, | truly believe that we can find
a solution here that we all win in.

You know, actually, if | was a fisherman, |
think that | would consider this a real opportunity because
have seen the collapse of a fishery. It doesn't happen
suddenly. You know, each year there is fewer fish, fewer
fish. Just before the collapse -- well, before the collapse
really gets going, people are doing pretty well. Mre and
nore boats cone in and everybody gets fewer and fewer fish
But, you know, there's a lag tine before people realize that

t hi ngs are di m ni shing.
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My understanding is that fishernen, existing
fishernen are being offered to continue to catch the anpunt
of fish they're catching. That's a wonderful deal. 1In the
worl d today fisheries are collapsing all over the world.
just saw on the internet today that the European Union is
considering restricting the cod catch in the North Sea by as
much as 75 percent in sone areas, 75 percent in sone areas.

Now, yeah, | would |l ove to have a deal where
| was guaranteed a continued catch fromwhat |I'mgetting now.

| can understand that people who have a skill and a way of
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life they |ove woul d want to perhaps expand that and, you
know, that's a difficult issue. But | think the fact that
peopl e are being offered a sustai nable catch is not sonething
to be tossed aside.

And in thinking sustainable catch there was a
fisherman out here that described hinself as a fish farner.
Well, | would like to suggest that there are fish farners,
but they are not wild fish takers. There's fish farners who
are expandi ng on Ml okai and that is, indeed, sustainable and
that is, indeed, based on the wi sdom of the past, of the
culture of Hawaii before Westerners cane here. And | think
that that's sonething that is of trenmendous val ue and that we

shoul d support.
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I think we should support restoration of many
of the cultural ways of life fromthe past. | think, for
i nstance, restoring water to streans here on Maui and on
other islands would do -- go a long ways to restoring the
fish around the island here.

You are absolutely right in that there wll
be pressure for nore fishernen, but there's going to be
pressure no matter what happens here because fisheries are
collapsing all over the world because there has not been
protection. And this plan | believe offers fishernmen in
Hawaii a real chance at sustainable fishing for the rest of

their life and for their children, too.
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That's basically what | wanted to say and
think it's excellent that we're all listening to each other
Thank you very nuch.

MODERATOR AKA: Bul |y Kapahul ehua and t hen
Donna Br own.

MR, BULLY KAPAHULEHUA: Hello. M nane is
Bul | y Kapahul ehua. |'ma resident of the island of Maui.
Been here since 1972. Born and raised on the island of
Kauai. My dad is fromthe island of Lehua. My nmomis from
the island of Kauai

My grandfather's nane is Janes Kinokai. He
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was born in 1898. If he was still living today, he would be
102 years old. He had a vessel named Evalnmuru. It was a
60-footer Santan that fished off these Northwestern Hawaiian
I slands coral reef.

In talking with ny older uncle, who is on the
i sl and of Kauai, ny grandfather's ship brought back possibly
10, 000 pounds. He brought back the sane fish that people are
bringi ng back today. He brought back the sane size that
they're carrying today and bringing back to the bl ock.
Smal |, six pounds, average eight, ten, large 12 pounds.

The bottom fishing people that you tal k about
that is down there today is not influenced by Ma' al aea
Har bor, not influenced by Lahai na Harbor, not influenced by

Ki na boat ranp, not influenced by all the harbors that we
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have within the 120-nmile radius. So the depletion of what
you're trying to conpare with here near the shore conpared to
1200 niles away is totally different.

You don't have the popul ati on of soneone
driving up with a 2000 Ford truck and off-1oading that nmany
weekend boat recreational boat people going out fishing.

They' re not off-loading boats out there everyday. So please
don't conpare the Maui, Kauai, Oahu to the Northwestern

Hawai i an | sl ands.
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To get down there from Maui takes

approxi mately six days for you to get 980 nmiles out. The

average pound for these guys to take is about 1,000 a day.

The average work force is three to two guys. So if there's

three of you on the boat,

you need to fish 300 pounds a day.

There were two people that cane up here today

that said they went and they fished the Northwestern Hawai

I sl ands and there are eight or ten other of you say that you

have been there. Well

their wai sts cannot be npre than 32,

if you |l ook at these two peopl e,

t hey cannot wei gh about

185 or 250 pounds, because it tells you they work really,

really hard for what they do up there.

Sanme like ny famly,

they have to work real hard.
| wanted to say that we have -- Severa
points. | first want to tell you that | do support the

Nat i onal Northwestern Hawai i an Cora

| support that. | do not support

support its entirety.

Reef Ecosystem Reserve.
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its entirety. | do not

have sone questions in reserve and

would Iike to cone up later.

My tinme is up?

MODERATOR AKA:  No

MR, KAPAHULEHUA: | would like to tell you

that first thing that

do not support

is that we putting a
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cap on these fishermen. You were told earlier by these guys
that at one tine a year ago sone of you may know that we have
a sunmary of the bottomfishery. One year ago we had 63
permts. And this thing here, they're really managed and
really controlled one for two. Now we have only 17 permts

| eft because you either use it or lose it. So those guys
didn't use it, so they lost it.

There will be other people going to |ose
their permts. There are separate pernits nmade for the Maui
zone and separate permts nade for Maui zone. \Wen ny
grandfat her fished there weren't separate permts. He didn't
have all the instrunents each one of you boaters have. He
found the fish through his spirit and he found the fish |ike
he was taught.

Not too many of you can go on the (Hawaii an)
right now after you -- nore than half of you go on that side
every tinme you cone out and find these fish. Even with

instrument. The weather condition nmy famly went into was
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life-saving conditions. Either you knew what you were doing
out there or you were going to die.
Bottomfishing | told you tonight the sane

thing ny grandfather told his son and his son telling us,
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when we go far outside in the fishing, stay away fromthe
reef, boys. Any of these guys, these guys, Bobbie Gones, if
he is like a fool get close to this reef, he get hurt on the
reef with his boat. Wat would happen to this guy? He ain't
going to pull up one of the men and stop and ask themto
repair the boat. They're going to go down.

So the nanagenent of this thing is really set
t he amount of permts. Also, you should know the pernit is
not renewable. So the permts we have is going to be not
renewabl e, guys. So once these guys die, you going to have
all this. And if you take the average |life of these guys
right now, in the next 50 years you're not going to have
t hem

Since 1940 to now, 50 years ago, you stil
goi ng to have the sane amount of fish there, maybe nore
Because ny grandfather fished that | ong ago and these guys
are coming up with the sane I oad. And because this place
that they fish is not five niles out or seven nmiles out to
Mol oki ni, just jump on a boat and go there, you need to be
sure you have $5,000 into a boat like they told you and get

t he equi pnent.
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When ny grandfather fished, he didn't carry
ice on there. They don't carry ice. They spend $25,000 for

desal i nation tank. They have to take the salt water, nake it
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into fresh water, clean it --

Ckay. I'mgoing to cone back up and | have a
ot of things to share with you. | appreciate that you guys
are going to stay around so you can hear our fina
concl usi on.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR AKA: Okay. Donna Brown.

MS. DONNA BROAN: |'m going to nake nine
short.

| support the designation of the Northwest
Hawaiian |slands for an eco reserve. Wth the worl dw de
popul ation of fisheries all over the world crashed, the
fishernen here in the islands are having a hard tinme catching
fish any nore. W do need to set aside areas for the fish
repl eni shment to ensure the fish survive for the future

Coral reefs are also in trouble worldw de

And we have a great opportunity to preserve this area for the

future.

Thanks.

MODERATOR ADLER: Thank you. GCkay. | want
to just thank all of you. | knowthat's really hard to stay

within those time limts and | appreciate both your
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struggling and doing that and also with the civility and
al oha we have shown tonight to listen to different views.

How many of you have an additional couple of
m nut es?

There are a few people. 1'mgoing to start
with Uncle Les. And, Les, I'mgoing to ask you to pl ease be
brief. Go right to the heart of what you have to say,
because it is late and people are tired. So take three
mnutes, if you will, and go right to the guts of it. And
then we'll hear from everybody el se who al so wants to take
three mnutes.

MR LES KULOLAO'G  Yeah. | wanted to nake
it real fast.

| think the -- I'd like to address this to
Robert Smith and M chael Wiss. You leave flexibility in
regards to the testinony here. The executive order, one
section | like to make sure that we don't get overkill in
Native Hawaiian rights also. W nentioned that part Native
Hawai i an Noncomerci al Subsistence. | think Native Hawaii an
rights in an area like this should be open for conmerci al
because Kaho' ol awe wasn't. It was a different scenario, but
I think native rights should go over there and support the
famly for subsistence use to nmake a living. So if that
section is questionable.

I think another section is kamahi na

86
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fishermen. Kamahina fishernmen | think refers -- in
definition | think should be included to nenbers that we just
heard from Maui. So let us redefine definition kamahina,
t hose kamahina com ng fromthe islands of Hawaii
particularly Maui islands. They have ventured into the
chal | enges of the Pacific Ocean |like the ancestors before
them ventured into fishing into the waters of the NH islands
i n dangerous, death-defying waters making it possible that
with the fish returned back to Maui, they will return the
stories to people like nyself, Native Hawaiians, of what has
been happening up there. They can be ny nonitors as a Native
Hawaiian in our subsistence comercial fishernmen to tell ne
what's happening out there. | think that's so inportant
because the | anguage is inportant.

The federal governnent doesn't want to do it
for us, neither does the State of Hawaii. | would rather
deal with nmy native fishernen who really is kanahina in

definition to fish those islands.

The other terml| like to see, we need to nake
and really cut clear the political bureaucracy. | think
there is a political bureaucracy going on. | think as we
went to Nihoa and Necker I|slands, | questioned, Do we need to

do an assessnent of what | just heard, the Phoenix Island, of
t hose individuals called Phoenix who is using Mdway I|sland?

| really question that. Because if there's
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going to be balance in use of a resource that | totally agree
with the President, | think we need to eval uate the uses or
users com ng out from Phoenix island or Phoeni x Conpany using
M dway for tourists and industry. W need to evaluate that.

Because if you wei gh the bal ance of those
users versus what | have heard ny | ocal users, that uses is
conpletely for tourists. |It's reserved for special
interests, not native to our Hawaiian |slands. The nane
really is Phoenix and Mdway is used by a bunch of people
that are going to have nore noney is supposed to be funded
for this kind of stuff rather than trying to keep an eyebal
of that 5,000 tourists using over there.

So our funds should be appropriated to
protect that area from nunber one target those users on
Mdway Island. And | think it's a political bureaucracy
going on there. As a Native Hawaiian | think we are as --
shoul d investigate what's on on that island because any | aw
executive order inpacts us. W should go there and check
what's happening there so we get equal value in regards to
managenent, proper nmanagenent. Native |aws and check what
affairs of state or private industries are doing there. They
got the people.

Al so around the zone. This zone should be

al so protected by firing users to. W need to nake an area
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assessnment and a plan of sonething comng down a starter and
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we have pukas, in other words, we have holes in this thing.
And so | think the individual group that need to hel p you,
M. Roberts and M. Wiss and staff, is the advisory counci
carefully picked to beconme hard core fishernen that's in
there. Kapuna like nyself that can see that what we went
t hrough and be sure that we don't over kill ourselves on the
protective |aws that sonetines sone good, yet kills us on
sone other levels of law. So we need to have eco bal ance.

In closing | thank President Cinton. |
t hank Akaka who says let's keep on talking. And | hope that
we can -- with this council we can adnminister and inplenent a
good, cooperative council finding to really look into this
matter so all of us in Hawaii won't take a licking by those
Phoeni x guys up there. Cone on, the Phoeni x guys are using
the place nore than us and they have got boats over there
because | have seen on international eco tourismtravel
bur eaucracy where they get big boats.

The luring just continue to Hawaii. Can you
i magi ne the luring down there only short tinme? And probably
use the luring going on there, throwi ng the hooks over there,

3,000 hooks off the luring just to get an experience. | am
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afraid. | am afraid.
Thank you.
So please give ne a chance and | would Iike

to know how | can help you to sit on the council. Thank you

89

MODERATOR ADLER: Pl ease be brief. Try.

MR ROB WLDER: If not now, when for MPAS?
There's a lot of fishing present. And folks say there's too
many boats. W can't create an MPA, a preserve, because
there's too many boats. Here we've got the situation they
inmply, there's very few boats, very few |If not now, when to
create a preserve?

Wespac' s data shows that the average boat's
| oosi ng 7827 dollars -- $7,827 per vessel per year. |It's
been said it's a marginal fishery. It is. Wy would we want
to be increasing boats? Nobody here wants to stop the people
who are fishing now fromdoing that. Wat we're trying to do
is create no-take areas while |eaving huge areas that are
still available for fishing.

Remenber, even if we set aside half of these,
40 million, over 40 mllion acres for fishing in a narginal
fishery. They've got expenses to pay, yes. That's what
happened in other places | have been |i ke New Engl and,
t hey' ve got boat nortgages to pay. Natural fluctuation,

overfishing | eads to depl eted stocks, but people have boat
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They can't stop fishing for a year or two
years or three years. They've got to go out. They've got to
go fish to pay the nortgage. And it's a vicious cycle. And

that's the sort of thing we want to prevent as well. W want
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to protect fishing as a way of life for fol ks now and for
folks into the future.

What does reserve nean? | have a concern
when we have sort of called no-take reserves that actually do
allow fishing. | think we need to say -- when we say no
take, we need to nean it.

Preserves inply that it's already endangered,
soneone nentioned. Well, actually we need sonetines to set
asi de the Yosenmites and Yel |l owstones and the national parks
when they're already still in good condition and not wait
until they're in danger of decline.

They said there's actually only about three
boats. Well, to me that's all the nore reason to set it
asi de these no-take MPAs. To |eave huge 40 nmillion acre size
areas to continue fishing in what is a nmarginal fishery.
We're not stopping those folKks.

| saac Harp suggested taking not just one
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year, but the last three years. Maybe that is very
equitable. That's the sort of thing | think makes sense.
Allow nore folks into this fishery if you | ook back two years
and three years and not just one. Absolutely a good idea.

Let us finish out our lives here, it's been
said. Absolutely. | think that's in the conservation
noverment, we basically all agree with that. Yes, finish out,

continue fishing. W're not trying to stop you. W had the
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Kahaha event where people fromall different wal ks of |ife,
many fishernen, and no one said we're trying to stop you from
fishing. Wiat we're actually trying to do is preserve
fishing here in the Main Hawaiian |Islands, out in the

Nort hwestern Hawaiian Islands. No one is trying to stop you.

Fi sherman respect the reef has been said over
and over again. Absolutely. Yes, absolutely, we all agree
with that.

And 1'll just repeat again: |f not now,
when?

MODERATOR ADLER:  Thank you.

Ckay. If you don't mind, I'd kind of like to
go back to the beginning of the list and work our way back
Thank you for being patient, Bully.

Agai n, please be brief.

MR, DAVID JOHNSTON: | just want to say quite
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a few things.
MODERATOR ADLER:  No, no. Just a few things.
MR, DAVID JOHNSTON: Okay. A few things.
First, these questions that |I ask you, |
seriously ask you to consider just to include themin
di scussions for establishing this coral reef ecosystem
reserve.
First, let's see -- first, these 25 -- this

reserve area, it's not big enough. The nmmin reserve area is
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bi g enough, but as Les had said, this area right here, it's
for international boats that cone in here and fish. |If you
|l ook to California, there has been, |'ve heard, a designation
of 25 miles off the coast that they cannot have cruise ships
com ng in and dunpi ng discharges.

So that leads to No. 4 on here where it says
di schargi ng or depositing materials. Foreign vessels should
not be able to discharge any things 25 niles outside of that
reserve there that may drift into the reserve because -- And
that should be |ike a subzone of 25 niles.

And, let's see, also the US Arny Corps of
Engi neers shoul d be banned from doi ng any projects within

this area in Mdway Atoll or anywhere el se.
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The -- And also the arny or navy, they should
be banned from doi ng any navigational or zonal research
within 25 niles of the Northwest Hawaiian |Island Coral Reef
Ecosyst em Reserve

My question is regarding the permts: WII
future pernmits for fishing be allowed? WII permts be
all owed to be passed down within the famly?

I would also like to know, and you can pl ease
get back to ne on this one, how many of -- I'mgoing to use
t he kanaka nmaois for Native Hawaiian have permts. And --
right presently. And then how nany nonHawai i an residents

have permts? And of these nonHawaiian residents, how nmany
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of those are foreign nationals?

Anot her thing, let's see, as sonmeone
mentioned, it takes six days to get up there and in reference
to No. 5, it says Native Hawaiian noncomerci al subsi stence
and culture religious uses. Well, for Native Hawaii ans
agree they have the right to be able to go up there and fish
because it's so far and to sell that fish. It's not fair for
t hose who have pernmits, the few that have permts now and for
now they are able to sell the fish, but for nonHawaiians that
don't have permits and they want to do subsistence fishing in
t hose areas, how are they going to be able to get up there

subsistently without selling the fish? It's so expensive to
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go up there and takes so long, they should be able to. The

subsi stence should be included with being able to sell your

fish.

MODERATOR ADLER: Pl ease concl ude

MR, DAVID JOHNSTON: kay. In conclusion
that -- Let's see. So that's about it, then. Thank you.

MODERATOR ADLER:  Thank you.

kay. Ch, yes. Tamy, right? I'mgoing to
ask you to please be brief and go right to the point. It's

getting pretty late. And try to use this time to concl ude
your coments and say the nobst inportant that needs to be
sai d.

MS. TAMW HARP: Yeah, | got that. | did the
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hard part.

I'ma second-generation resident of Lahaina,
West Maui area four tinmes. Twice on ny nom tw ce on nmy dad.
I'"mal so an eighth generation descendant of Canica Noha Una,
Maui .

One Hawai i an val ue, (Hawaiian), make use of
what we have got. Nunber two, we refer to the ocean as our
icebox. | look to those faraway islands as our freezer for
our children and descendants yet to cone.

We need the VMS for enforcenent, vesse
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nonitoring system It is our eye in the sky. It is the

| east costly and nost effective neans of enforcenent. The
Coast Quard is actually really underfunded. They need nore
f undi ng.

Al ready 26 percent of the coral reefs around
the world have been destroyed. Less than 30 years from now,
whi ch many of us are going to be dead and gone, those reefs
up there in Waikiki are the last in the whole world.

Wait. Excuse ne.

| just wanted to say that | sincerely want
to -- | want to prevent the continuation of negative inpacts
to the marine life and environnent that we have undeniably
wi t nessed for generations here in the Main Hawaiian | sl ands.

Greater protection also for our endangered hunpback whal es --

| always do the hunpback. The Hawaiian nonk seals. | always
95
did that. Including their foraging habitat in deep precious

coral beds.

Just a quick point | would Iike to share with
you folks on the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands. | had Gene
Argos on, but on this paper | don't have what he had said.

But | just want to share with you fol ks the Northwestern

Hawai i an | sl ands are hone to sone of the last truly wild
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natural coral reef ecosystens on the planet, said Dave Coco,
co-principal investigator for the expedition and coral reef
bi ol ogi st for the Hawaii Departnent of Land and Natural
Resour ces.

Thi s expedition has provided each of us with
a privileged | ook at the state of these corals, al gae and
marine life and has confirned for us the need to provide
i ncreased protection and managenent of these treasured
pl aces.

And then there's another one: Wth coral
reefs around the world in decline, it's extrenely rare to be
able to examine a coral reef ecosystemthat is relatively
free of human influence. Because of the relative isolation
the Northwestern Hawaiian |slands represent a | arge no-take
zone providing us with a unique opportunity to assess how
natural coral reef ecosystens function in the absence of
maj or human intervention, said Alan Friedl ander, Fisheries

Ecol ogi st of the Ccean Institute and expedition team nenber.
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These renote reefs offer us the chance to
protect a unique and irrepl aceabl e ecosystem found no where
else in the world. Today is not only for today. Tonorrowis
actually a generation or two away and we need to protect
this. And | think it would be a disgrace to our -- and

di shonor to our ancestors if we do not stand up for sone form



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

of protection for the generations to cone.

Mahal o.

MODERATOR ADLER:  Thank you.

Ckay. Bully, you are going to be our | ast
speaker. And, again, I'll ask you to please be brief. Go to
your conclusions. Thank you.

MR, BULLY KAPAHULEHUA: Thank you very nuch.

I would like to conclude by saying that there
shoul d be no gap

I would l|ike to conclude by saying that the
restricted areas that you see with the pernmttings that are
active out there, that we discuss with themon the restricted
ar ea.

| want to say that in the future that we
definitely know that this is a protected area, that you have
speci al al |l owances of people going down there. Instead of
havi ng a hundred marine biologists, have a limted tine on
t hese peopl e goi ng down there and doing the work they should

do.
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| wanted to say that designation of Hawaiian
grow h took years because of false statenent and
di ssem nation of incorrect information. Lines were drawn

that made consensus inmpossible. 1In the end it took nonths of
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hard work, tough discussions and conpronises by all estate
voters. Today | believe our sanctuary works. It protects
t he hunpback whal es while at the sane tine allow ng for
sustai nabl e uses. This should not -- they should be and nust
be our goal.

| fear that with this slimw ndow we are
destined to fail because the process will not allow for the
full and mni mal dial ogue between fishernen,
environnental i sts, scientists, the general public,
governmental agencies and others critical to our success.
This statenent by our Senator Dan Ino, on Decenber 4th.
Yeah, Decenber 4th.

Thank you. Mahal o.

MODERATOR ADLER:  Thank you.

Ckay. Isaac, one |last very brief comrent.

MR, | SAAC HARP: During the break | had
spoken with sone of the fishernen and I ndowai, one of the
fishernen, and as far as the cap goes, | have a concern now
that sone of the fishernen have been fishing a mninumrate
just to be able to retain the permit. And if the cap is

all owed to be shared anpngst all the boats that really put a
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ot of effort into the fishery, they m ght be | ooking sonme of
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the shares of these guys if they increase their effort in the
future. | think we need to put that into consideration in
there.

And for the fishing conmunity, | would |ike
to have you guys keep in touch with ne, try to be like the
mddleman. | can talk to the environnment conmunity and | can
talk to the fishing conmunity. |'msure that sonehow we can
reach some ki nd of common ground so everybody can be happy
with this thing.

Mahal o.

MODERATOR ADLER:  Mahal o.

| want to tell you a little bit about what
happens next and then we'll bring ourselves to closure. The
Depart nent of Conmerce -- what happens is that, again, all of
the comments really need to be received, any additiona
comments by January 8th, 2001. And the Departnent of
Conmerce is going to be -- has the job of pulling all that
material together, all the things that cane in fromthe court
reporters, all the things that cane in by fax, all the things
that cane in by E-mail, all the things that went to Roger
Giffis by mail. They're going to pull all that together,
transmt that to the Wiite House and review it and nmake
deci sions on further actions.

There is a reserve council, as you have heard
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fromUncle Les and others that is being established, and that
reserve council's job is going to be to provide advice and
recomendati ons to NOAA on the reserve operations plan and

t he desi gnati on and nmanagenent of the sanctuary. So that
council will play a very inportant role in hel ping to shape
what the initiatives are going to be Iike and what will
enconpass the lasting protections that people are seeking
here.

Finally, the Secretary of Commerce is also
begi nning the designation of the reserve as a new nati onal
mari ne sanctuary and that designation process will be
separate fromthis effort and will begin early next year

So | want to thank all of you again for your
great courtesy, great patience in listen to each other. W
had great courtesy tonight and that's really inportant, lots
of aloha. And people have spoken their heart.

I wish you all happy holidays and may the
forces of evil get confused on the way to your house. See
you.

(Appl ause.)
(Wher eupon, the proceedi ngs were

adj ourned at 8:45 pm
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I, Sandra J. Gran, Certified Shorthand Reporter for the
State of Hawaii, hereby certify that | reported in stenotype
all testinony adduced and all other oral proceedings had in
the foregoing natter; that thereafter nmy notes were reduced
to typewiting under ny direction; and the foregoing
transcript constitutes a full, true and correct record of
such testinony adduced and oral proceedi ngs had and of the
whol e t her eof.

| further certify that | amnot attorney for any of the
parties hereto, nor in any way concerned with the cause.

DATED this 26th day of Decenber, 2000, in Maui, Hawaii

SANDRA J. GRAN, RPR, OR CSR 90-0015, H CSR 424
Notary Public for Hawai

My Conmi ssion Expires: 5/14/04






