
PMNM PERMIT GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS: 

In accordance with the Proclamation and applicable regulations, the permitted activities listed above are 
subject to the following general terms and conditions:   

1. The permittee must sign and date this permit on the appropriate line below.  Once signed and 
dated, the permittee must provide a signed original copy to the Monument official identified 
below.  The permit becomes valid on the date the last signature is obtained and shall remain valid 
until the expiration date on the permit.   

NOAA/Inouye Regional Center 
NOS/ONMS/Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument 
1845 Wasp Blvd, Building 176 
Honolulu, HI 96818 
 

2. This permit is neither transferable nor assignable and must be carried by the permittee while 
engaging in any activity authorized by this permit.  All other persons entering the Monument 
under the authority of this permit must provide the name of the permittee or the permit number to 
any authorized enforcement or management personnel upon request. 

 

3. This permit may only be modified by written amendment approved by the Co-Trustees.  
Modifications to this permit must be requested in the same manner as the original request was 
made.  Any modifications requested by the permittee, such as adding or changing personnel to be 
covered by the permit or to change the activities that are allowed, must be made in writing.  

4. This permit is subject to suspension, modification, non-renewal, or revocation for violation of the 
Proclamation, implementing regulations, or any term or condition of the permit.  Any verbal 
notification of a violation from an authorized Monument representative may require immediate 
cessation of activities within the Monument.  The issuance of a permit shall not constitute a 
vested or property right to receive additional or future permits.  This permit may, in the sole 
discretion of the Co-Trustees, be renewed or reissued.  However, there is no right to a renewal or 
re-issuance.  Failure to fulfill permit requirements may affect consideration of future permit 
applications.  

 

5. Permit terms and conditions shall be treated as severable from all other terms and conditions 
contained in this or any other ancillary permit.  In the event that any provision of this permit is 
found or declared to be invalid or unenforceable, such invalidity or unenforceability shall not 
affect the validity or enforceability of the remaining terms or conditions of this permit. 

6. This permit does not relieve the permittee of responsibility to comply with all federal, state and 
local laws and regulations.  For a list of federal, state and local laws and regulations, refer to 
attached Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument Rules and Regulations document.  



Activities under this permit may be conducted only after any other permits or authorizations 
necessary to conduct the activities have been obtained. 

7. The permittee may be held liable for the actions of all persons entering the Monument under the 
authority of this permit.  

8. All persons entering the Monument under the authority of this permit are considered under the 
supervision of the permittee and may be liable in addition to the permittee for any violation of 
this permit, the Proclamation and implementing regulations in conjunction with this permit. The 
permittee must ensure that all such persons have been fully informed of the permit terms and 
conditions prior to entry into the Monument. Each such person must provide written 
acknowledgment to the permittee, prior to entry into the Monument, that he/she has received a 
copy of the permit, agrees to abide by all applicable terms and conditions, and may be liable for 
violations of the permit. The permittee shall maintain all signed acknowledgments and submit 
them with the summary report described in General Condition #22.b.  An acknowledgement form 
is attached. 

9. Notification of entry into the Monument must be provided at least 72 hours, but no longer than 
one month, prior to the entry date.  Any updates to the list of personnel must also be provided at 
least 72 hours before entering the Monument.  Notification of departure from the Monument must 
be provided within 12 hours of leaving the Monument.  Notification may be made via e-mail or 
telephone by contacting:  E-mail:  nwhi.notifications@noaa.gov; Telephone:  1-866-478-6944; or 
1-808-395-6944.  No other methods of notification will be considered valid. 

10. The permittee and any person entering the Monument under the authority of this permit shall, 
before entering the Monument, attend a cultural briefing or view designated cultural 
informational materials on Papahānaumokuākea regarding the region’s cultural significance and 
Native Hawaiians’ spiritual and genealogical connection to the natural and cultural resources.  
Persons entering the Monument at Midway Atoll may satisfy this requirement upon arrival. 

11. All vessels (including tenders and dive boats), engines and anchor lines shall be free of 
introduced species prior to entry into the Monument.  To ensure this, all vessels, engines and 
anchor lines shall be inspected for potential introduced species prior to departing the last port 
before entering the Monument.  No later than 24 hours prior to entry, the permittee shall provide 
the Monument Permit Coordinator with a report prepared by the individual conducting the 
inspection that:  a) sets forth when and where the inspection occurred; b) identifies any 
introduced species observed, including where found; c) summarizes efforts to remove any species 
observed; and d) certifies the vessel as free of all introduced species.  The Monument Permit 
Coordinator shall review the report and, based on the review, may delay the entry into the 
Monument until all concerns identified by the Monument Permit Coordinator have been 
addressed.  

12. All hazardous materials, biohazards and sharps, must be pre-approved by the Co-Trustees. For 
purposes of this permit, “hazardous material” has the same meaning as the definition found at 49 
CFR §105.5 (U.S. Department of Transportation).  All hazardous materials, biohazards and 
sharps must be stored, used, and disposed of according to applicable laws and Monument-
approved protocols.  The permittee or a designated individual entering the Monument under the 



authority of this permit must be properly trained in the use and disposal of all such materials 
proposed.  Proof of appropriate training may be required by the Co-Trustees.  No such material 
may be left in the Monument after the departure of the permittee unless it has been previously 
approved by Monument staff.  Immediately after the project is complete the permittee must 
remove all such materials from the Monument.  The permittee will be responsible for all costs 
associated with use, storage, transport, training, disposal, or HazMat response for these materials. 

 

13. All equipment or supplies brought into the Monument, or structures of any kind built in the 
Monument by the permittee are the responsibility of the permittee. All materials that are brought 
to the Monument by the permittee must be removed by the permittee except as otherwise 
permitted.  Any permanent structures, equipment, or supplies that require maintenance, are 
determined to be unserviceable, or are a safety hazard, must be immediately repaired or removed 
from the Monument by the permittee.  No structures, equipment, or supplies may be left in the 
Monument following the completion of the project except as listed in the permit. 

14. If Monument staff is present at the field site, the permittee must meet with them before beginning 
permitted activities.  Even with a valid permit, authorized Monument staff may prohibit entry into 
any location(s) within the Monument as they may deem appropriate to conserve or manage 
resources, particularly in areas where cumulative impacts of permitted activities are concentrated. 

15. In order to facilitate monitoring and compliance, any person entering the Monument under the 
authority of this permit, including assistants and ship’s crew shall, upon request by authorized 
Monument enforcement personnel, promptly:  a) allow access to and inspection of any vessel or 
facility used to carry out permit activities; b) produce for inspection any sample, record, or 
document related to permit activities, including data, logs, photos, and other documentation 
obtained under, or required by, this permit; and c) allow inspection on board the vessel or at the 
permittee’s premises of all organisms, parts of organisms, and other samples collected under this 
permit. 

16. It is prohibited to possess or consume alcohol in the Hawaiian Islands National Wildlife Refuge 
in accordance with the refuge policy.  Any violations will result in immediate removal of the 
offender from the Monument at the individual’s own cost.  Offenders may not be readmitted to 
the Monument. 

17. All persons entering the Monument under the authority of this permit are responsible for the cost 
of removing themselves from the Monument at the conclusion of the term of the permit or upon 
revocation or suspension of the permit.  All such persons are also responsible for the cost of 
removing themselves from the Monument in the event of a necessary medical evacuation, 
emergency evacuation, including weather, or for the cost of any necessary search and rescue 
operation. 

18. Except as expressly required by applicable law, the Co-Trustees are not liable for any damages to 
equipment or injuries to the permittee and persons entering the Monument under the authority of 
this permit.  The permittee and any person entering the Monument under the authority of this 
permit shall release, indemnify, and hold harmless the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, the Department of Commerce, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the 



Department of the Interior, the United States Government, the State of Hawai‘i, and their 
respective employees and agents acting within the scope of their duties from and against any 
claims, demands, actions, liens, rights, subrogated or contribution interests, debts, liabilities, 
judgments, costs, and attorney's fees, arising out of, claimed on account of, or in any manner 
predicated upon the issuance of this permit or the entry into or habitation upon the Monument or 
as the result of any action of the permittee or persons participating in the activity authorized by 
this permit. In the event that a government employee, acting in his official capacity, is the 
permittee, or is entering the Monument under the authority of this permit, then he shall be subject 
to all applicable federal and State laws that pertain to claims by or against him predicated upon 
the issuance of this permit or entry into or habitation upon the Monument. 

19. Monument managers or their designees may verbally require the permittee to modify or cease 
activities not identified in this permit if, in the opinion of the managers or designees, such action 
is necessary to limit disturbance to or protect Monument resources, to protect government 
equipment, or to ensure the safety of personnel.  After providing such verbal instructions, the 
managers or designees will provide the permittee with a written modification, suspension or 
revocation to this permit at the earliest practicable opportunity.  The failure to follow verbal 
instructions or modified permit terms, or to cease activities upon suspension or revocation of this 
permit, may constitute a violation of this permit, the Proclamation, the regulations, or other 
applicable law.    

20. Disturbance of any cultural or historic property, including but not limited to Native Hawaiian 
cultural sites, burials, archaeological deposits, maritime heritage sites, and WWII structures and 
features, such as stone walls and mounds, stone uprights, bunkers, batteries, camp sites, hospitals, 
housing areas, and radio towers; or the disturbance or collection of any historic or cultural 
materials and artifacts, including but not limited to bottles, dishes, cartridges, hospital materials, 
carvings, human remains, or Native Hawaiian bone or stone implements, found within the 
Monument, including the sale or trade in such items, is prohibited. 



 

21. All Monument resources within the jurisdiction of the State of Hawaii are held in trust under the 
Hawai‘i State Constitution, Article XI, Sec. 1.  The State of Hawaii and the Government of the 
United States reserve ownership or control, as the case may be, of Monument resources, both 
living and nonliving, that may be taken or derived from those found in the Monument. 

22. The permittee must satisfy the following reporting requirements: 

a. Within thirty (30) days after the expiration date of this permit, the permittee must submit 
a summary report of activities conducted under this permit.  The report shall be submitted 
using the Monument permit report template, if applicable. 

 

b. For permitted vessels, the permittee having authority over the vessel must maintain and 
submit a cruise log within thirty (30) days after the expiration date of this permit. The log 
shall include but is not limited to:  description of cruise activities, geographic locations of 
those activities, anchoring locations, and small boat dive locations.  The permittee shall also 
maintain a daily vessel discharge log, which must be submitted with the cruise log. 
 

c. Annual Report. The comprehensive annual report is a summary of all activities 
undertaken, including but not limited to: dates of all arrivals and departures from islands and 
atolls within the Monument, names of all persons involved in permitted activities, details of 
all specimens collected, handled, etc., any other pertinent information, GPS locations of all 
samples collected, transects, etc., results of work to date, copy of all data collected, and a 
proposed schedule of publication or production of final work.  The report shall include a 
concise summary or abstract for use in Monument reports.  Two hard copies and one 
electronic copy (Microsoft Word preferred, but not required), must be submitted to the Co-
Trustees.  The annual report is due by December 31 for each calendar year the permit was in 
effect.  Subsequent annual reports are required each year until all data collected under 
research permits are fully analyzed. 
 

d. For activities on State lands or within State waters, the permittee must submit a monthly 
report on the specified form.  

 

e. The permittee may debrief the Co-Trustees following the completion of all activities in 
the Monument covered under this permit.  The permittee may schedule the debriefing upon 
submitting the annual report. 
 

f. The permittee must submit two copies of any article, publication, or other product created 
as a result of the information gained or work completed under this permit, including 
materials generated at any time in the future following expiration of this permit.  
 

g. Any publications and/or reports resulting from activities conducted under the authority of 
this permit must include the notation that the activity was conducted under permit number 



PMNM-20XX-0XX. This requirement does not apply to publications or reports produced by 
the news media. 
 

h. All required submissions (including plans, logs, reports, and publications) shall be 
provided to the Monument official at the address indicated in General Condition #1. 
 

23.  All data acquired or created in conjunction with this permit will be submitted with the summary 
report, and annual report.  Photographic and video material is considered data.  The permittee 
retains ownership of any data, (including but not limited to any photographic or video material), 
derivative analyses, or other work product, or other copyrightable works, but the Federal 
Government and the State of Hawai‘i retain a lifetime, non-exclusive, worldwide, royalty-free 
license to use the same for government purposes, including copying and redissemination, and 
making derivative works.  The permittee will receive acknowledgment as to its ownership of the 
data in all future use.  This requirement does not apply to data acquired or created by the news 
media. 

24. Because photographic or video material that is created for personal use (i.e., not specifically 
acquired or created in conjunction with this permit) could unintentionally collect data that is also 
valuable for management purposes, the Co-Trustees reserve the right to request copies of any 
such material and the permittee agrees to provide a copy of such material within a reasonable 
time.  The Co-Trustees may use such material for management purposes. 

25. Any question of interpretation of any term or condition of this permit will be resolved by the Co-
Trustees. 

 


