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Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument 
SPECIAL OCEAN USE Permit Application  

 
NOTE:  This Permit Application (and associated Instructions) are to propose activities to be 
conducted in the Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument.  The Co-Trustees are 
required to determine that issuing the requested permit is compatible with the findings of 
Presidential Proclamation 8031.  Within this Application, provide all information that you 
believe will assist the Co-Trustees in determining how your proposed activities are compatible 
with the conservation and management of the natural, historic, and cultural resources of the 
Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument (Monument). 
 
 
ADDITIONAL IMPORTANT INFORMATION: 
 

 Any or all of the information within this application may be posted to the 
Monument website informing the public on projects proposed to occur in the 
Monument. 

 
 In addition to the permit application, the Applicant must either download the 

Monument Compliance Information Sheet from the Monument website OR request 
a hard copy from the Monument Permit Coordinator (contact information below).  
The Monument Compliance Information Sheet must be submitted to the Monument 
Permit Coordinator after initial application consultation. 

 
 Issuance of a Monument permit is dependent upon the completion and review of the 

application and Compliance Information Sheet. 
 
INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED 
Send Permit Applications to:  
Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument Permit Coordinator 
6600 Kalaniana'ole Hwy. # 300 
Honolulu, HI 96825 
nwhipermit@noaa.gov 
PHONE:  (808) 397-2660 FAX:  (808) 397-2662 

 
SUBMITTAL VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL IS PREFERRED BUT NOT REQUIRED.  FOR 
ADDITIONAL SUBMITTAL INSTRUCTIONS, SEE THE LAST PAGE. 
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Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument 
Permit Application Cover Sheet 

 
This Permit Application Cover Sheet is intended to provide summary information and status to 
the public on permit applications for activities proposed to be conducted in the 
Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument.  While a permit application has been received, 
it has not been fully reviewed nor approved by the Monument Management Board to date.  The 
Monument permit process also ensures that all environmental reviews are conducted prior to the 
issuance of a Monument permit. 
 
Summary Information 
Applicant Name:  Abigail Jokiel 
Affiliation:  None.  Freelance Artist and Educator 
 
Permit Category:  Special Ocean Use 
Proposed Activity Dates:  during 2011 research/management voyage  
Proposed Method of Entry (Vessel/Plane):  Vessel 
Proposed Locations:  Various sites throughout Papahanaumokuakea Marine National 
Monument.  Sites are dependant upon research vessel itinerary. 
 
 
Estimated number of individuals (including Applicant) to be covered under this permit:  1 
Estimated number of days in the Monument:  Number of days is dependant on the length of 
the research trip. 
 
Description of proposed activities:  (complete these sentences): 
  

a.) The proposed activity would…  
 
The proposed activity is to generate a collection of visual art of various media that depicts the 
Monument's natural, cultural and historical resources, as well as important management issues.   
 
Some of the ideas/themes for the creation of a body of art work have been discussed with 
Management staff and include:   
 
POLYPS ARE THE BULDING BLOCKS FOR ALL LIFE.  It would be interesting to use visual 
art to depict the biological and cultural significance of these often over-looked species.   
 
Biological significance :  Coral reefs and the life they support are dependant completely on coral 
Polyps.   
 
Cultural significance: Excerpt from the Kumulipo…."The  night gave birth, Born was Kumulipo 
in the night, a male; Born was Po'ele, in the night, a female; Born was the coral polyp, born was 
the coral, came forth;…."   
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VOYAGING/WAY-FINDNG.  Polynesian navigation is among the greatest feasts of 
humankind.  Would be interesting to depict and overlay track lines/maps of the various paths of 
the various voyages made to and from Papahanaumokuakea .  Refer to "Tracked" and “Wahine 
Po’aimoku” on my website www.abigailromanchak.com. 
 
ISLAND FORMATION/ATOLL EVOLUTION.  Portray topographic features, currents, benthic 
contours, rainfall, moon phases or other similar information in an interesting and thought 
provoking manner.  Refer to "Tracked" and “Wahine Po’aimoku” on my website 
www.abigailromanchak.com.  
 
DEPICTION OF SEABIRD MOVEMENTS BETWEEN TERRESTRIAL AND MARINE 
ENVIRONMENTS.  Use GPS track lines or other information to depict these movements and 
emphasize the role of seabirds in cycling nutrients between land and deep sea.  This technique 
could also be applied to other keystone species on the monument. Refer to "Tracked" on my 
website www.abigailromanchak.com. 
 
This body of art would be developed and inspired by participating in and being an intimate part 
of a research/management cruise to Papahanaumokuakea. Information for the project would be 
collected using a variety of methods, including digital still photography, field notes, and 
interviews with other crew members on the voyage, participation in day to day activities, audio 
recordings, and incidental observations made during the duration of the trip.  Other resources 
from which ideas and inspiration can be drawn include maps (benthic, currents, navigational, 
celestial, and tidal); data sets, charts, graphs from scientific reports; review of management 
plans, and other resources that provide information and invoke strong visual impressions.    
 
This collection of visual art would then be shared with a wide audience which would include 
cultural practitioners, fishermen, educators, researchers, managers, decision makers and the 
general public.  Possible exhibition spaces include the Contemporary Art Museum's Biennial 
Retrospective (I have been extended an informal invitation), private galleries, as well as schools, 
libraries, and other public spaces. I would also welcome any guidance from Monument staff to 
identify other appropriate spaces and forums for this exhibition.   
 

b.) To accomplish this activity we would …. 
To accomplish this activity I would participate in a research/management cruise of the 
Monument.  During the course of the voyage I would take photographs to document all aspects 
of the experience, and keep detailed field notes, sketches, recordings and observations that would 
contribute to the themes outlined in "Section A" above.  To better prepare myself and help refine 
the themes presented in “Section A” above I would also communicate with researchers and 
others knowledgeable about the Monument before the voyage.  I have not yet identified specific 
individuals to be contacted and hope to rely on Monument staff and others to assist with this 
process. Finally, while on the voyage I would make myself available to assist staff with any and 
all tasks to better understand the program's people, places and management activities.  
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c.) This activity would help the Monument by … 
A body of artistic work will be created which can be exhibited in a number of different venues 
including travelling art exhibitions, schools, Monument publications, public spaces and other 
educational sites. This activity would help the Monument by increasing public awareness about 
the natural, cultural and historic resources as well as the complex management issues of the 
Reserve.  Public awareness and education is a key first step in building broad, long term support 
for the Monument from the local and global community.   
 
Other information or background:  
 
I am a professional artist with a Masters degree in Fine Art from UH Manoa.  I see my art as a 
way to perpetuate Hawaiian culture, not through traditional means, but contemporary ones so 
that it may endure for generations to come.  Over the years my work has been collected and 
recognized nationally and internationally. Most recently I was awarded the "most outstanding 
artist" in the Biennial IX exhibition at The Contemporary Museum, Honolulu.  Much of my work 
can be viewed on my website at www.abigailromanchak.com 
 
I am grateful for this application opportunity.  I would be very proud and honored to be able to 
produce and exhibit a body of work inspired by Papahanaumokuakea to the public. 
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Section A - Applicant Information 
 
1. Applicant  
 
Name (last, first, middle initial): Jokiel, Abigail, L 
 
Title: Mrs. 
 
 
 
1a. Intended field Principal Investigator (See instructions for more information):   
NA 
 
 
2. Mailing address (street/P.O. box, city, state, country, zip): 

 
Phone: 
 
Fax: NA 
 
Email:  
 
For students, major professor’s name, telephone and email address: NA 
 
 
3. Affiliation (institution/agency/organization directly related to the proposed project): 
 
Freelance Artist and Educator 
 
 
 
4. Additional persons to be covered by permit.  List all personnel roles and names (if 
known at time of application) here (e.g. John Doe, Research Diver; Jane Doe, Field 
Technician):   
 
None 
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Section B: Project Information 
 
5a. Project location(s):      Ocean Based 

 Nihoa Island    Land-based  Shallow water  Deep water 
 Necker Island (Mokumanamana)  Land-based  Shallow water  Deep water 
 French Frigate Shoals    Land-based  Shallow water  Deep water 
 Gardner Pinnacles    Land-based  Shallow water  Deep water 
 Maro Reef  
 Laysan Island    Land-based  Shallow water  Deep water 
 Lisianski Island, Neva Shoal  Land-based  Shallow water  Deep water 
 Pearl and Hermes Atoll   Land-based  Shallow water  Deep water 
 Midway Atoll    Land-based  Shallow water  Deep water 
 Kure Atoll     Land-based  Shallow water  Deep water 
 Other 

 
NOTE: There is a fee schedule for people visiting Midway Atoll National Wildlife Refuge via 
vessel and aircraft. 
 
Location Description: 
 
Project location is dependent on vessel itinerary. No deviation from the itinerary is required or 
requested.    
 
5b. Check all applicable regulated activities proposed to be conducted in the Monument:  

 Removing, moving, taking, harvesting, possessing, injuring, disturbing, or damaging any 
living or nonliving Monument resource 

 Drilling into, dredging, or otherwise altering the submerged lands other than by anchoring a 
vessel; or constructing, placing, or abandoning any structure, material, or other matter on the 
submerged lands 

 Anchoring a vessel 
 Deserting a vessel aground, at anchor, or adrift 
 Discharging or depositing any material or matter into the Monument 
 Touching coral, living or dead 
 Possessing fishing gear except when stowed and not available for immediate use during 

passage without interruption through the Monument 
 Attracting any living Monument resource 
 Sustenance fishing (Federal waters only, outside of Special Preservation Areas, Ecological 

Reserves and Special Management Areas) 
 Subsistence fishing (State waters only) 
 Swimming, snorkeling, or closed or open circuit SCUBA diving within any Special 

Preservation Area or Midway Atoll Special Management Area 
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6 Purpose/Need/Scope State purpose of proposed activities: 
 
The proposed activity is to collect information concerning the area's natural, cultural and historic 
resources as well as important management issues of the Monument.  This information would 
then be translated into original handmade prints (and possibly 3-dimesional installations) in 
Honolulu where I have a professional printing press and studio.  This new body of work will be 
shared with a wide audience, to include cultural practitioners, fishermen, educators, researchers, 
managers, decision makers, and the general public.  I will work with Monument staff to identify 
the best ways to reach these audiences.  My hope is to secure a number of different venues 
including travelling art exhibits, schools, Monument publications, public spaces and other 
educational sites. A portion of this body of work will be for sale.   
 
This project will increase the public's awareness and connection to this remote and ecologically 
sensitive place where access is limited for protective purposes. By increasing public awareness 
and educating a broad audience, managers are able to gain long term support from the local and 
global community. 
 
I am a part Hawaiian woman, who was born and raised on Maui, Hawaii.  Like many people 
from Hawaii, I have spent much of my life in and around the ocean and mountains and have 
come to realize the importance of protecting our island home--protection, not just of the natural 
environment, but also of the cultural practices and values that make Hawaii so special.  Over the 
years, much of this has been a recurring theme in my exhibitions and bodies of work. These 
include modern interpretations of   traditional Hawaiian water marks found in kapa cloth, the 
evolution of land divisions from traditional ahupua'a to western tax map keys, topographic lines 
of Hawaiian landscapes, native plants, and GPS track lines made by conservationists as they 
move through the rainforests of east Maui.  Please refer to my website at 
www.abigailromanchak.com to view some of this work. 
 
7. Answer the Findings below by providing information that you believe will assist the Co-
Trustees in determining how your proposed activities are compatible with the conservation 
and management of the natural, historic, and cultural resources of the Monument: 
      
 
The Findings are as follows: 
 
a. How can the activity be conducted with adequate safeguards for the cultural, natural and 
historic resources and ecological integrity of the Monument?  
 
The activities I propose to undertake while in the Monument include:  taking photographs to 
document all aspects of the experience; keeping detailed field notes, sketches, recordings and 
observations that contribute to the themes outlined in "Section A" above;   communicating with 
researchers and others knowledgeable about the Monument; and assisting staff with any and all 
tasks to better understand the program's people, places and management activities.  I do not 
propose to take, harm, interfere with or destroy any living or non-living resources within the 
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Monument.  In addition, all protocols established by the Monument staff will be strictly observed 
and complied with.   
 
b. How will the activity be conducted in a manner compatible with the management direction of 
this proclamation, considering the extent to which the conduct of the activity may diminish or 
enhance Monument cultural, natural and historic resources, qualities, and ecological integrity, 
any indirect, secondary, or cumulative effects of the activity, and the duration of such effects? 
 
The proposed activity is to generate a collection of visual art of various media that depicts the 
natural, cultural and historical resources, as well as important management issues of the 
Monument. This collection of visual art would then be shared via a variety of venues with a wide 
audience which would include cultural practitioners, fishermen, educators, researchers, 
managers, decision makers and the general public. It is my hope that this project will help bring 
Papahanaumokuakea, where human access is very limited, to the community, in an artistic form 
that is both interesting and inspiring. 
 
Some of the important themes and concepts I hope to convey through this body of work include: 
The biological role and importance of coral polyps in the marine environment, the significance 
and linkages between coral polyps and Hawaiian genealogy; depiction of celestial navigation and 
way-finding, depicting and exhibiting maps of the natural/physical environment (tides, currents, 
topography, benthic habitats, etc.) using artistic printmaking techniques; and portraying 
mauka/makai nutrient cycling by depicting seabird movement between terrestrial and pelagic 
environments.    
 
c. Is there a practicable alternative to conducting the activity within the Monument?  If not, 
explain why your activities must be conducted in the Monument. 
 
While it is possible to collect second hand information and images through literature surveys and 
interviews there is no substitute for first-hand experience with the natural environment of 
Papahanaumokuakea.  To adequately portray, convey and capture (in any media) the profound 
beauty, significance, and spirit of Papahanaumokuakea one must spend time on site to intimately 
experience and witness all of the natural wonders belonging to this Reserve. 
 
d. How does the end value of the activity outweigh its adverse impacts on Monument cultural, 
natural and historic resources, qualities, and ecological integrity? 
 
I do not anticipate any adverse impacts to the Monument as I will not be collecting any natural, 
cultural or historic resources. Throughout my life I have worked in and been exposed to 
extremely sensitive terrestrial and marine areas and I am accustomed to minimizing my impact in 
these fragile environments. 
 
e. Explain how the duration of the activity is no longer than necessary to achieve its stated 
purpose. 
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The timeframe for the proposed project would be the duration of the NOAA voyage.  No 
deviation from the vessel timeline or itinerary is required or requested.  This would allow for 
ample time to collect the images, concepts and information to produce a body of work.  
 
f. Provide information demonstrating that you are qualified to conduct and complete the activity 
and mitigate any potential impacts resulting from its conduct. 
 
I am a professional artist who sees my art as a way to perpetuate Hawaiian culture, not through 
traditional means, but contemporary ones so that it may endure for generations to come.  Over 
the years my work has been collected and recognized nationally and internationally. Most 
recently I was awarded  the "most outstanding artist" in the Biennial IX exhibition at The 
Contemporary Museum, Honolulu.   
 
g. Provide information demonstrating that you have adequate financial resources available to 
conduct and complete the activity and mitigate any potential impacts resulting from its conduct. 
 
This would not be a financial burden because I am financially secure. I have all of the equipment 
and materials necessary to complete this project.  
 
h. Explain how your methods and procedures are appropriate to achieve the proposed activity's 
goals in relation to their impacts to Monument cultural, natural and historic resources, qualities, 
and ecological integrity. 
 
While in the Monument I would be extremely sensitive to the fragility of the marine and 
terrestrial environment. My impact would be minimal as I will not be altering any of the 
Reserve's environment within which I work. Before departure I will receive a native Hawaiian 
cultural briefing as well as any other briefings/trainings that are required.  
 
i. Has your vessel has been outfitted with a mobile transceiver unit approved by OLE and 
complies with the requirements of Presidential Proclamation 8031?  
 
NA.  I will be travelling on a NOAA vessel that meets all requirements. 
 
j. Demonstrate that there are no other factors that would make the issuance of a permit for the 
activity inappropriate. 
 
I can think of no other factors that would make the issuance of a permit for the activity 
inappropriate.  
 
FOR SPECIAL OCEAN USE ACTIVITIES OUTSIDE OF MIDWAY ATOLL SPECIAL 
MANAGEMENT AREA 
 
k. Will the activity directly benefit the conservation and management of the Monument? 
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Yes, the activity would directly benefit the conservation and management of the Monument by 
increasing public awareness and educating a broad audience. By conveying the importance of 
protecting the Monument, long term support from the local and global community will be 
gained. 
 
l. Is the purpose of the activity for research or education related to the resources or qualities of 

the Monument? 
 
Yes, the purpose of the activity for research and education is directly related to the Monument's 
resources and qualities. This project will not only connect people to the Monument but also 
encourage a local and global audience to support the Monument management efforts.  
 
  
 
m. Does the activity involve the use of a commercial passenger vessel (defined as a vessel that 

carries individuals who have paid for such carriage)? 
 
No 
 
FOR SPECIAL OCEAN USE ACTIVITIES WITHIN MIDWAY ATOLL SPECIAL 
MANAGEMENT AREA 
 
n. Does the activity further the conservation and management of the Monument? 
 
Yes, my activity will further conservation in the Monument by increasing public support and 
awareness of the Monument.  
 
o. Is your activity compatible with the purposes for which the Midway Atoll National Wildlife 

Refuge was designated? 
      
Yes, my activity is compatible with the purposes for which the Midway Atoll National Wildlife 
Refuge was designated. It will highlight conservation efforts being made and increase public 
awareness of Midway Atoll National Wildlife Refuge.  
 
NOTE: If this is a first time Special Ocean Use activity, it will be subject to a pilot project.  
Additionally, public notice of the application and an opportunity to provide comments is 
given at least 30 days prior to issuing the permit. 
 
8. Procedures/Methods: 
 
The primary purpose for this trip is to gather information, inspiration and first-hand knowledge 
of the Monument's resources, management issues and people.  This information will then be used 
to create a body of work in a professional studio in Honolulu for viewing by a broader audience.  
Methods for collecting information during the voyage include:   
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Snorkeling will be limited to only those areas that are permitted by Monument staff.  There will 
not be any scuba diving associated with this project. 
 
Land access will be limited to only those areas that are permitted by Monument or other staff. 
All travel on land will be on foot. 
 
Photos will be taken using a digital Cannon Rebel XSI. 
 
Recordings will be done using a handheld recording device (to be purchased). 
 
Notes, sketches and other observations and interviews will be documented in Rite-in the-rain 
Field notebooks using mechanical pencils and ink pens. 
 
 
9.  Provide proof of general liability insurance, or indicate that you will be posting an 
equivalent bond against claims arising out of activities conducted under the permit: 
 
I can attach health insurance documents upon request 
 
10.  If applicable, describe how you are collaborating with others in any way to reduce 
duplicative activities in the Monument or elsewhere? 
 
To date, I have not seen any original, hand made artisitic prints depicting subject matter from 
Papahanaumokuakea.  I have spoken at length with Wayne Levin (photographer recently invited 
to Monument) and do not anticipate any overlap/redundancy with our work.  Much of my work 
is non-representational/conceptual and differs greatly from representional work portrayed in 
photos. 
 
11.  List all specialized gear and materials to be used in this activity: 
Cameras, journals, tape recorders, binoculars, wetsuit, snorkeling gear.  
 
12. List all Hazardous Materials you propose to take to and use within the Monument: 
None 

 
13.  Describe any fixed installations and instrumentation proposed to be set in the 
Monument: 
None 

 
14. List all Applicants’ publications directly related to the proposed project: 
None 

 
 
 
With knowledge of the penalties for false or incomplete statements, as provided by 18 U.S.C. 
1001, and for perjury, as provided by 18 U.S.C. 1621, I hereby certify to the best of my abilities 
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under penalty of perjury of that the information I have provided on this application form is true 
and correct.  I agree that the Co-Trustees may post this application in its entirety on the Internet.  
I understand that the Co-Trustees will consider deleting all information that I have identified as 
“confidential” prior to posting the application. 
 
_________________________________________________________________    
Signature       Date 
 
 
SEND ONE SIGNED APPLICATION VIA MAIL TO THE MONUMENT OFFICE 
BELOW: 
 
Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument Permit Coordinator 
6600 Kalaniana'ole Hwy. # 300 
Honolulu, HI 96825 
FAX:  (808) 397-2662 
 
 
DID YOU INCLUDE THESE? 

 Applicant CV/Resume/Biography 
 Intended field Principal Investigator CV/Resume/Biography 
 Electronic and Hard Copy of Application with Signature 
 Statement of information you wish to be kept confidential  
 Material Safety Data Sheets for Hazardous Materials  




