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Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument 
Permit Application Cover Sheet 

 
This Permit Application Cover Sheet is intended to provide summary information and status to 
the public on permit applications for activities proposed to be conducted in the 
Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument.  While a permit application has been received, 
it has not been fully reviewed nor approved by the Monument Management Board to date.  The 
Monument permit process also ensures that all environmental reviews are conducted prior to the 
issuance of a Monument permit. 
 
Summary Information 
Applicant Name:  Abigail Jokiel 
Affiliation:  None.  Freelance Artist and Educator 
 
Permit Category:  Special Ocean Use 
Proposed Activity Dates:  during 2011 research/management voyage  
Proposed Method of Entry (Vessel/Plane):  Vessel 
Proposed Locations:  Various sites throughout Papahanaumokuakea Marine National 
Monument.  Sites are dependant upon research vessel itinerary. 
 
 
Estimated number of individuals (including Applicant) to be covered under this permit:  1 
Estimated number of days in the Monument:  Number of days is dependant on the length of 
the research trip. 
 
Description of proposed activities:  (complete these sentences): 
  

a.) The proposed activity would…  
 
The proposed activity is to generate a collection of visual art of various media that depicts the 
Monument's natural, cultural and historical resources, as well as important management issues.   
 
Some of the ideas/themes for the creation of a body of art work have been discussed with 
Management staff and include:   
 
POLYPS ARE THE BULDING BLOCKS FOR ALL LIFE.  It would be interesting to use visual 
art to depict the biological and cultural significance of these often over-looked species.   
 
Biological significance :  Coral reefs and the life they support are dependant completely on coral 
Polyps.   
 
Cultural significance: Excerpt from the Kumulipo…."The  night gave birth, Born was Kumulipo 
in the night, a male; Born was Po'ele, in the night, a female; Born was the coral polyp, born was 
the coral, came forth;…."   
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VOYAGING/WAY-FINDNG.  Polynesian navigation is among the greatest feasts of 
humankind.  Would be interesting to depict and overlay track lines/maps of the various paths of 
the various voyages made to and from Papahanaumokuakea .  Refer to "Tracked" and “Wahine 
Po’aimoku” on my website www.abigailromanchak.com. 
 
ISLAND FORMATION/ATOLL EVOLUTION.  Portray topographic features, currents, benthic 
contours, rainfall, moon phases or other similar information in an interesting and thought 
provoking manner.  Refer to "Tracked" and “Wahine Po’aimoku” on my website 
www.abigailromanchak.com.  
 
DEPICTION OF SEABIRD MOVEMENTS BETWEEN TERRESTRIAL AND MARINE 
ENVIRONMENTS.  Use GPS track lines or other information to depict these movements and 
emphasize the role of seabirds in cycling nutrients between land and deep sea.  This technique 
could also be applied to other keystone species on the monument. Refer to "Tracked" on my 
website www.abigailromanchak.com. 
 
This body of art would be developed and inspired by participating in and being an intimate part 
of a research/management cruise to Papahanaumokuakea. Information for the project would be 
collected using a variety of methods, including digital still photography, field notes, interviews 
with other crew members on the voyage, participation in day to day activities, audio recordings, 
and incidental observations made during the duration of the trip.  Other resources from which 
ideas and inspiration can be drawn include maps (benthic, currents, navigational, celestial, and 
tidal); data sets, charts, graphs from scientific reports; review of management plans, and other 
resources that provide information and invoke strong visual impressions.    
 
This collection of visual art would then be shared with a wide audience which would include 
cultural practitioners, fishermen, educators, researchers, managers, decision makers and the 
general public.  Possible exhibition spaces include the Contemporary Art Museum's Biennial 
Retrospective (I have been extended an informal invitation), private galleries, as well as schools, 
libraries, and other public spaces. I would also welcome any guidance from Monument staff to 
identify other appropriate spaces and forums for this exhibition.   
 

b.) To accomplish this activity we would …. 
To accomplish this activity I would participate in a research/management cruise of the 
Monument.  During the course of the voyage I would take photographs to document all aspects 
of the experience, and keep detailed field notes, sketches, recordings and observations that would 
contribute to the themes outlined in "Section A" above.  To better prepare myself and help refine 
the themes presented in “Section A” above I would also communicate with researchers and 
others knowledgeable about the Monument before the voyage.  I have not yet identified specific 
individuals to be contacted and hope to rely on Monument staff and others to assist with this 
process. Finally, while on the voyage I would make myself available to assist staff with any and 
all tasks to better understand the program's people, places and management activities.  
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c.) This activity would help the Monument by … 
A body of artistic work will be created which can be exhibited in a number of different venues 
including travelling art exhibitions, schools, Monument publications, public spaces and other 
educational sites. This activity would help the Monument by increasing public awareness about 
the natural, cultural and historic resources as well as the complex management issues of the 
Reserve.  Public awareness and education is a key first step in building broad, long term support 
for the Monument from the local and global community.   
 
Other information or background:  
 
I am a professional artist with a Masters degree in Fine Art from UH Manoa.  I see my art as a 
way to perpetuate Hawaiian culture, not through traditional means, but contemporary ones so 
that it may endure for generations to come.  Over the years my work has been collected and 
recognized nationally and internationally. Most recently I was awarded the "most outstanding 
artist" in the Biennial IX exhibition at The Contemporary Museum, Honolulu.  Much of my work 
can be viewed on my website at www.abigailromanchak.com 
 
I am grateful for this application opportunity.  I would be very proud and honored to be able to 
produce and exhibit a body of work inspired by Papahanaumokuakea to the public. 
 


