
Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument 
Permit Application Cover Sheet 

 
This Permit Application Cover Sheet is intended to provide summary information and status to 
the public on permit applications for activities proposed to be conducted in the 
Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument.  While a permit application has been received, 
it has not been fully reviewed nor approved by the Monument Management Board to date.  The 
Monument permit process also ensures that all environmental reviews are conducted prior to the 
issuance of a Monument permit. 
 
Summary Information 
Applicant Name:  Faylene Mahina Duarte 
Affiliation:  NOAA Papahanaumokuakea Marine National Monument 
 
Permit Category:  Native Hawaiian Practices 
Proposed Activity Dates:  September 1, 2009 – December 31, 2009 
Proposed Method of Entry (Vessel/Plane):  Vessel 
Proposed Locations:  Nihoa, Mokumanamana, French Frigate Shoals, Gardner Pinnacles, Maro 
Reef, Laysan Island, Lisanski Island 
 
 
Estimated number of individuals (including Applicant) to be covered under this permit:  
Four individuals are to be covered under this permit  
Estimated number of days in the Monument:  35 days 
 
Description of proposed activities:  (complete these sentences): 
  

a.) The proposed activity would…  
The proposed activity aims to examine the basic ecology of 'opihi populations within the NWHI.  
Through a collaboration with Na Mamo o Muole'a, the Nature Conservancy, the Hawai'i Institute 
of Marine Biology and the NOAA Papahanaumokuakea Marine National Monument; a standard 
'opihi monitoring protocol which is inclusive of Hawaiian methods of monitoring, has been 
developed to monitor populations within select locale on Maui and Kaho'olawe islands.  To date, 
three surveys have been conducted. It is proposed that a similar study be conducted in the NWHI 
to better understand 'opihi health relative to populations located in the main Hawaiian Islands.   
Consistent with proclamation 8031, these activities will strengthen cultural and spiritual 
connections to the Northwestern Hawaiian islands and foster the expansion and perpetuation of  
Native Hawaiian knowledge.  This knowledge may be critical as it is observed by locals that 
'opihi stocks are generally diminishing in size and number in the main Hawaiian islands, 
therefore more data in this area may help to curb the decline. 
 
 

b.) To accomplish this activity we would …. 
To accomplish these activities, the research team would lay belt transects to assess class size, 
population density, community structure, species range and distribution, and rigosity.  In 



addition, a Hawaiian rapid assessment would be conducted to classify and rank suitable 'opihi 
habitat and overall 'opihi abundance.  Both surveys will collect quantitative and qualitative data. 
 
A minimum of XXX surveys need to be conducted to perform a statistical analysis at a Hawai'i 
Institute of Marine Biology lab.  Data will be analyzed to glean information useful to local and 
governmental managers. 
 
The research team will comprise of five members, two cultural practitioners, two Western 
research scientists, and one local manager; all of which have worked together in previous 'opihi 
monitoring efforts and have first-hand experience in applying the integrated monitoring 
approach. 
 
To ensure the success of these field studies, the tea will perform appropriate protocol and offer 
ho'okupu(cultural offerings) to maintain the spiritual integrity of the cultural sites that are visited.   
 
 

c.) This activity would help the Monument by … 
This activity would help the Monument by strengthening its management of cultural resources 
and ensure the strong participation of Native Hawaiians in the region's long-term protection. By 
providing opportunities to conduct cultural research, practitioners will assist in the recovery of 
important Native Hawaiian marine management practices and advance Native Hawaiian 
traditional ecological knowledge. Additionally, the permitted cultural practitioners and 
researchers will be key to the development of an eventual cultural access and monitoring plan for 
the NWHI. 
 
Other information or background: Please see the attached reports for additional information.  



 


