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Permits
Presidential Proclamation 8031, 
which established the Monument in 
June 2006, states that all activities in 
Papahänaumokuäkea, with limited exceptions 
(law enforcement, emergency response, 
military, and passage without interruption), 
require a permit.  Prohibited activities include: 
oil, gas or mineral exploration; resource 
collections using poisons, electrical charges, 
or explosives; the introduction or release of an 
introduced species; and anchoring on coral.

Vessel Requirements
All applicants 
planning to access 
Papahänaumokuäkea 
via vessel must 
complete the 
following Monument 
vessel requirements 
prior to permit 
issuance: hull 
inspection, rat 
inspection and 
installation of a 
Monument-approved 
Vessel Monitoring 
System.  For more information, please contact 
a  Monument permit coordinator (contact 
information provided below).  

Reporting
Requirements

All permittees are required to complete a 
standard report within thirty (30) days of 
their permit expiration date.  Report includes 
information such as list of personnel, dates 
activity occurred, site location, collection data 
(if applicable), and project abstract.  

Contact Information:
Permit Coordinator
Papahänaumokuäkea Marine 
National Monument
6600 Kalanianaÿole Hwy. Honolulu, HI 96825 
Phone (808) 397-2660 Fax (808) 397-2662 
E-mail nwhipermit@noaa.gov

Permit

Requirements

Permit

Requirements

N
AT

IO
N

A
L 

O
CE

ANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADM
INISTR

ATIO
N 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE



Permit T ypes
Research: Required for activities 
designed to enhance understanding of 
Papahänaumokuäkea resources and improve 
resource management decision-making, such 
as biological inventories, ecosystem-based 
research and cultural studies. 

Special Ocean Use:  Required for 
activities or use of Papahänaumokuäkea that 
result in the generation of revenue or profi ts 
for one or more of the persons associated 
with the activity or use, such as  ecotourism 
and documentary fi lm-making.  

Recreation: Required for all 
recreational activities, such as snorkeling, 
SCUBA diving, wildlife viewing and kayaking, 
and limited to the Midway Atoll Special 
Management Area. 

Education:  Required for 
activities that promote understanding 
of the island ecosystems that make up 
Papahänaumokuäkea, improve resource 
management decision making, promote 
Native Hawaiian knowledge and values, or aid 
in enforcement and compliance efforts, such 
as teacher-at-sea programs, distance learning 
projects, and university classes. 

Native Hawaiian Practice:  
Required for Native Hawaiian cultural practices 
that are noncommercial, deemed appropriate 
and necessary by traditional standards, benefi t 
Papahänaumokuäkea and the Native Hawaiian 
community, perpetuate traditional knowledge, 
and restrict the consumption of harvested 
resources from Papahänaumokuäkea.

Conservation and Management:  
Required for the general management of 
Papahänaumokuäkea, such as marine debris 
removal, species and habitat restoration and 
long-term resource monitoring programs.    

Applying
Applications and instructions can be 
downloaded from the Monument website 
at www.papahanaumokuakea.gov/permits.  
Processing permit applications typically takes 
four months to complete, as all applications 
are subject to an extensive multi-agency 
review, public comment and approval process.  
Based on satisfactory responses to reviewer 
comments and meeting all application criteria, 
the managers will render a decision on each 
application.  If the activity is to be conducted 
in State waters (extending 3 nautical miles 
from land - except at Midway Atoll Special 
Management Area) approval from the State 
Land Board is also required.  All applications 
are posted on the Monument website 
for public comment.  For hard copies of 
applications and instructions please contact 
a Monument permit coordinator (contact 
information provided on back).

All other state and 
federal laws and permitting 

requirements must be met 
by the applicant. As such, 
some activities may require 

additional permits or 
consultations. 

Application Deadlines
February 1: For activities commencing
 from June 1 – August 31

May 1:  For activities commencing 
 from September 1 – December 31

September 1: For activities commencing  
 from January 1 – May 31

Permit applications received after the 
deadline dates are not guaranteed to be 
processed before the proposed associated 
activity period would commence.

Proclamation
8031 Requirements 

All applications must meet the following criteria 
for a permit to be issued:

1. The activity can be conducted with 
adequate safeguards for the resources and 
ecological integrity of the Monument.

2. The activity will be conducted in a 
manner compatible with the purposes of the 
Proclamation, considering the extent to which 
the conduct of the activity may diminish or 
enhance Monument resources, qualities, and 
ecological integrity; any indirect, secondary 
or cumulative effects of the activity; and the 
duration of such effects.

3. There is no practicable alternative to 
conducting the activity within the Monument.

4. The end value of the activity outweighs 
its adverse impacts on Monument resources, 
qualities, and ecological integrity.

5. The duration of the activity is no longer 
than necessary to achieve its stated purpose.

6. The applicant is qualifi ed to conduct and 
complete the activity and mitigate any potential 
impacts resulting from its conduct.

7. The applicant has adequate fi nancial 
resources available to conduct and complete 
the activity and mitigate any potential impacts 
resulting from its conduct.

8. The methods and procedures proposed 
by the applicant are appropriate to achieve 
the proposed activity’s goals in relation 
to their impacts to Monument resources, 
qualities, and ecological integrity.

9. The applicant’s vessel has been outfi tted 
with a mobile transceiver unit approved by 
NOAA Offi ce of Law Enforcement and complies 
with the requirements of Proclamation 8031.

10. There are no other factors that would 
make the issuance of a permit for the 
activity inappropriate.
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