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Size, Scale, Location

At ~582,587 sq miles, 
PMNM is now larger 
than all but 20 
Countries in the world 



“The Secretary shall initiate the 
process to designate the 

Reserve as a National Marine 
Sanctuary…”

Executive Order 13178
December 4, 2000

Establishment of the NWHI CRESR



Benefits of NMSA

• Open and transparent 
process to designate

• Supplements and 
compliments current 
designations

• Permanency
• Enhanced regulatory 

framework-penalty 
schedule

• More flexibly with 
advisory council

• Greater enforcement 
potential in expanded 
area



RAC Objectives and Role (from EO)

Provide advice and recommendations to ONMS on the:

Designation and management of a proposed 
NWHI National Marine Sanctuary



• Completed in March 2006
• Significant input from RAC 

in its creation
• Based on ROP 
• ROP and Draft 

Management Plan became 
the basis for Monument 
designation, per 
Presidential Proclamation 
8031, dated June 15, 2006

Draft Sanctuary Management Plan

NORTHWESTERN HAWAIIAN ISLANDS PROPOSED
NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY

April 2006

Department of Commerce
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Ocean Service
National Marine Sanctuary Program

Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
and Management Plan

Draft Management Plan
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“The Secretary of Commerce should consider 
initiating the  process under the National 
Marine Sanctuaries Act to designate the 

Monument Expansion area and the 
Monument…as a National Marine Sanctuary to 

supplement and complement existing 
authorities.”

Presidential Proclamation 9478
August 26, 2016



NMS Designation Process
1. Scoping and Proposal Development

• Public Comments, Working Group Input

2. Sanctuary Proposal
• Draft Environmental Impact Statement
• Draft Management Plan
• Proposed Regulations

3. Public Review
• Consider DEIS alternatives

4. Sanctuary Designation
• Congressional & State Review before effective



Sanctuary Designation Timeline

Scoping

• Public comment 
and meetings

• Identify 
issues/concerns 
to be addressed 
in Draft 
Environmental 
Impact 
Statement/
Management  

Plan/Regulations
• Coordinate with 

nominating 
committee

• Produce scoping 
report

4-6 months

Develop 
DMP/DEIS/
Regulations
• Possible 

technical expert 
workshops

• Coordination 
with 
communities and 
nominating 
committee

• Coordination 
with state and 
federal agencies

• Develop 
alternative 
management, 
boundaries and 
regulatory 
scenarios

12-18 months

Public Review

• 60-90 day 
public 
comment 
period on 
DMP/DEIS/
Regulations

3 months

MP/FEIS/
Regulations

• Development 
of final 
documents 
based on 
public 
comment and 
analysis

9-12 months

Congress and 
Governor 

Review

• Under the 
NMSA, 
Congress and 
the Governor 
have a 45 day 
review period 
tied to 
Congressional 
schedule

45 days – 3 months

1 2 3 4 5



Road to a NMS Designation
1. Initiate the process to designate the 

Reserve (and now Monument) as a National 
Marine Sanctuary, and in doing so 
supplement or complement the existing 
management.  

2. In consultation with the Governor of Hawaii, 
determine whether State submerged lands 
and waters should be included in Sanctuary.

3. In designating and managing the sanctuary, 
the Secretary shall consider the advice and 
recommendations of the Reserve Advisory 
Council.



Mahalo


