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Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument 
SPECIAL OCEAN USE Permit Application  

 
NOTE:  This Permit Application (and associated Instructions) are to propose activities to be 
conducted in the Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument.  The Co-Trustees are 
required to determine that issuing the requested permit is compatible with the findings of 
Presidential Proclamation 8031.  Within this Application, provide all information that you 
believe will assist the Co-Trustees in determining how your proposed activities are compatible 
with the conservation and management of the natural, historic, and cultural resources of the 
Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument (Monument). 
 
 
ADDITIONAL IMPORTANT INFORMATION: 
 

• Any or all of the information within this application may be posted to the 
Monument website informing the public on projects proposed to occur in the 
Monument. 

 
• In addition to the permit application, the Applicant must either download the 

Monument Compliance Information Sheet from the Monument website OR request 
a hard copy from the Monument Permit Coordinator (contact information below).  
The Monument Compliance Information Sheet must be submitted to the Monument 
Permit Coordinator after initial application consultation. 

 
• Issuance of a Monument permit is dependent upon the completion and review of the 

application and Compliance Information Sheet. 
 
INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED 
Send Permit Applications to:  
NOAA/Inouye Regional Center 
NOS/ONMS/PMNM/Attn: Permit Coordinator 
1845 Wasp Blvd, Building 176 
Honolulu, HI 96818 
nwhipermit@noaa.gov 
PHONE:  (808) 725-5800 FAX:  (808) 455-3093 

 
SUBMITTAL VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL IS PREFERRED BUT NOT REQUIRED.  FOR 
ADDITIONAL SUBMITTAL INSTRUCTIONS, SEE THE LAST PAGE. 
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Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument 
Permit Application Cover Sheet 

 
This Permit Application Cover Sheet is intended to provide summary information and status to 
the public on permit applications for activities proposed to be conducted in the 
Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument.  While a permit application has been received, 
it has not been fully reviewed nor approved by the Monument Management Board to date.  The 
Monument permit process also ensures that all environmental reviews are conducted prior to the 
issuance of a Monument permit. 
 
Summary Information 
Applicant Name:  TOBIAS NOWLAN 
Affiliation:  PRODUCER/ DIRECTOR, Oceans 25 Limited 
 
Permit Category:  Special Ocean Use 
Proposed Activity Dates:  2-3 WEEKS WITHIN PERIOD JAN 10 2024 – MARCH 31ST 2024 
Proposed Method of Entry (Vessel/Plane):  COMMERCIAL/FWS CONTRACTED FLIGHT 
FOR PERSONNEL (& SHIPPING OF CAMERA KIT ON FWS CONTRACTED IMUA) 
Proposed Locations:  KAUIHELANI (MIDWAY ATOLL) 
 
Estimated number of individuals (including Applicant) to be covered under this permit:  2-
3 
 
Estimated number of days in the Monument:  12-24 (though we anticipate the shoot will fall 
in a two-week window between flight schedules) 
 
Description of proposed activities:  (complete these sentences): 
  
a). The proposed activity would film the abundance of protected life in the Papahānaumokuākea 
Marine National Monument, to celebrate and recognize its effective and successful protection 
and conservation, resulting from the creation and management of the planet’s most exemplary 
and largest marine reserve. 
 
The filming will recognize and focus on the initiation, instigation and encouragement of this 
effective protection by the indigenous Hawaiian community. The importance of the Monument 
to the native Hawaiian community is crucial to the story, and we have already committed to the 
narrator referring to the Monument only as the Papahānaumokuākea Marine National 
Monument in the main script / body of the film.  
 
The interviews with native Hawaiian fishers/ practitioners/ members of the community, will 
most likely be conducted and filmed outside the Monument in the Main Hawaiian Islands, for 
this section of the film. We also hope to capture some footage of tuna fishing in the Main 
Hawaiian Islands with Native Hawaiian fishers to accompany this section of the film and help 
demonstrate the importance of recovered ahi populations (that has resulted from the Monument’s 
protection). 
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b). To accomplish this activity, we would spend several weeks filming long lens, UAV and low 
angle behavioral footage of the supreme abundance of bird life and marine life from the islands 
(using mainly surface-based filming techniques),and interviewing native Hawaiian cultural 
practitioner(s)/ fisher(s) who have first-hand experience or knowledge of how the monument has 
changed since its protection. 
 
c.) This activity would help the Monument by recognizing, celebrating and broadcasting the 
remarkable benefits and success of the creation and dedicated, continued protection of the 
world’s largest, most effective, and most impressive marine reserve on a huge global platform. 
We anticipate that this will be on a worldwide streaming platform such as Disney+ or Netflix, as 
well as a global theatrical release in cinemas. Distribution has been guaranteed by our parent 
company All3 Media, and we expect this film to be viewed by tens of millions of people in over 
a hundred countries. The film will also be delivered and shown at the global UN summits in 
2025 for the ‘Decade of the Ocean’, and in other very important summits worldwide.  
 
The reason we wish to film in the Monument is to demonstrate to the world how the ocean can 
be saved, by showing the best example of effective ocean conservation on Earth. This example 
of ocean recovery is especially important as it provides overwhelmingly clear evidence of the 
massive positive effects on pelagic, migratory species, including threatened and declining 
species. This case study is also hugely significant because its original declaration (as well as its 
continued support and importance) was due to the indigenous, local community – an extremely 
important part of the film’s story. 
 
Other information or background:    
 
The Ocean feature film is an ambitious new project that sets out to reveal our newfound 
understanding of the Ocean – the ground-breaking recent discoveries in marine science, as well 
as the dangers posed by elements of worldwide industrial overfishing, and perhaps most 
importantly, the hugely exciting and surprising potential that the Ocean has to recover. By 
showing specific case studies including the Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument, 
we will demonstrate how, by protecting certain areas, the Ocean has the capacity to bounce back 
to life (and in doing so, allow the complete recovery of economies reliant on fishing). The aim is 
for this film to educate, surprise, excite and inspire people worldwide, and to generate genuine 
large-scale change in our Ocean. 
 


	Makalena (short-tailed albatross - Phoebastria albatrus)



