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EDUCATION 1 

Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument 
EDUCATION Permit Application  

 
NOTE:  This Permit Application (and associated Instructions) are to propose activities to be 
conducted in the Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument.  The Co-Trustees are 
required to determine that issuing the requested permit is compatible with the findings of 
Presidential Proclamation 8031.  Within this Application, provide all information that you 
believe will assist the Co-Trustees in determining how your proposed activities are compatible 
with the conservation and management of the natural, historic, and cultural resources of the 
Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument (Monument). 
 
 
ADDITIONAL IMPORTANT INFORMATION: 
 

• Any or all of the information within this application may be posted to the 
Monument website informing the public on projects proposed to occur in the 
Monument. 

 
• In addition to the permit application, the Applicant must either download the 

Monument Compliance Information Sheet from the Monument website OR request 
a hard copy from the Monument Permit Coordinator (contact information below).  
The Monument Compliance Information Sheet must be submitted to the Monument 
Permit Coordinator after initial application consultation. 

 
• Issuance of a Monument permit is dependent upon the completion and review of the 

application and Compliance Information Sheet. 
 
INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED 
Send Permit Applications to:  
NOAA/Inouye Regional Center 
NOS/ONMS/PMNM/Attn: Permit Coordinator 
1845 Wasp Blvd, Building 176 
Honolulu, HI 96818  
nwhipermit@noaa.gov 
PHONE:  (808) 725-5800 FAX:  (808) 455-3093 

 
SUBMITTAL VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL IS PREFERRED BUT NOT REQUIRED.  FOR 
ADDITIONAL SUBMITTAL INSTRUCTIONS, SEE THE LAST PAGE. 
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EDUCATION 2 

Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument 
Permit Application Cover Sheet 

 
This Permit Application Cover Sheet is intended to provide summary information and status to 
the public on permit applications for activities proposed to be conducted in the 
Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument.  While a permit application has been received, 
it has not been fully reviewed nor approved by the Monument Management Board to date.  The 
Monument permit process also ensures that all environmental reviews are conducted prior to the 
issuance of a Monument permit. 
 
Summary Information 
Applicant Name:  David A Jorgensen WD5COV 
Affiliation:  Intrepid-DX Group 
 
Permit Category:  Education 
Proposed Activity Dates:  September / October 2018 secondary dates February / March 
2019 
Proposed Method of Entry (Vessel/Plane):  Vessel 
Proposed Locations:  Kure Atoll (Green Island) 
 
 
Estimated number of individuals (including Applicant) to be covered under this permit:  
14 
Estimated number of days in the Monument:  14 
 
Description of proposed activities:  (complete these sentences): 
  

a.) The proposed activity would…  
A)  Communicating with amateur radio operators world-wide using allocated high 
frequencies to conduct two-way communications with all parts of the world with special 
emphasis on amateur radio operators in Europe which is the most difficult part of the 
world to reach from Kure Atoll. 
B)  Conduct testing of new technology in amateur radio equipment  used in times of 
emergency when vital communication is essential. 
C)  Perform analysis on ionosphere conditions throughout the high frequency spectrum 
between Kure Atoll and different parts of the world. 
D)  Promote awareness of the PMNM's mission and its role in preserving and protecting 
the vital ecosystem. 
 
 
 

b.) To accomplish this activity we would …. 
 



Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument 
Permit Application - Education 
OMB Control # 0648-0548  
Page 3 of 15 

 

EDUCATION 3 

We would need to establish a radio camp consisting of tents for conducting our amateur 
radio operations and temporary living quarters. In addition we would have to erect  
vertical antennas and support structures to hold up our antennas. We would prefer this 
location be as close to the shoreline as possible. We would also require infrastructure to 
house our electric power generation to run our equipment.  
 
Currently we are entering the bottom part of solar cycle 24 which is on an eleven year 
cycle. Propagation forecasts have indicated the timeframe requested ( Sept / Oct 2018) 
for this operation would enhance our success for communications on the lower allocated 
frequency bands. This is vital to our operation as communication with Kure Atoll is most 
wanted on these frequencies throughout the world. A secondary timeframe of February / 
March 2019 would also lead to a successful operation. 

 
c.) This activity would help the Monument by … 

     Currently Kure Atoll is number nine on the most wanted list of entities worldwide 
out of 340 total entities. The last operation from this island was in Sept / Oct 2005. Due 
to the rarity of Kure Atoll, we would generate tens of thousands of "followers" to this 
DXpedition in nearly 200 countries. This gives us a great opportunity to extend an 
education and outreach program which is vital to our success. 
 
Upon application approval and permit, the Intrepid-DX Group would activate a website 
announcing our plans for activation of Kure Atoll. Our website would include links to 
information about PMNM and the vital mission of preserving and protecting the 
ecosystem. Information on the atoll's plant and wildlife will be of high interest to our 
followers and such information will also be available on our website. 
 
Once permission has been granted, numerous press releases will be distributed to a 
wide range of media sources. We will use these press releases to share the mission of 
the PMNM and update our progress. This will continue through and after our operation. 
Thousands of amateur operators worldwide will want to verify contact with Kure Atoll for 
award purposes and we will distribute full color QSL postcards displaying our team 
photo and photos of island plant and wildlife.  
 
Upon completion of the operation and in the months to come, team members will 
conduct presentation of the operation and share the mission and goals of the PMNM. 
Magazine and journal articles will be written including photos of the beautiful island. 
These will be distributed to various amateur radio publications around the world.   
 
 
Other information or background:   
     The Intrepid-DX Group was founded in 2010 to put into practice improved 
technologies, management practices, and other programs for amateur radio expeditions 
to uninhabited, environmentally of politically sensitive areas. The organization's first 
expedition, to Erbil, Kurdistan, Iraq in April 2010 was intended as a proof-of-concept trial 
run. 
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EDUCATION 4 

 
This initial project was, by all measures, a tremendous success. Since our initial 
expedition in 2010, Intrepid-DX Group members have organized or participated in 
DXpeditions to Rotuma Island (Fiji), Southern Sudan, Ethiopia, Yemen, Conway Reef 
(Fiji), Myanmar, and Eritrea. 
 
In addition, we have made good-will visits to The Democratic People's Republic of 
Korea (North Korea) and the Republic of Iran. The team completed a very successful 
amateur radio DXpedition to the remote islands of Southern Thule and South Georgia 
Islands using the RV Braveheart. 
 
During these expeditions we discovered: 
Many cases of transient and persistent ionospheric conditions unpredicted by current 
geophysical models of the upper atmosphere were recorded. 
 
New solutions to problems of temporary field operations were tested and, in most 
cases, found sound. Not only were the new antenna designs effective for their intended 
radio purposes, no case of bird entanglement was recorded. 
 
A core team of volunteers (13 in Iraq, and a similar number of others in supporting roles 
in Europe and the United States) were trained in planning and executing an operation in 
a restricted area. 
 
A post-mortem interview of the participants and analysis of the results identified 
technologies and practices to be retrained, and improvements or new solutions to be 
incorporated, in future projects. 


