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Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument 
SPECIAL OCEAN USE Permit Application  

 
NOTE:  This Permit Application (and associated Instructions) are to propose activities to be 
conducted in the Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument.  The Co-Trustees are 
required to determine that issuing the requested permit is compatible with the findings of 
Presidential Proclamation 8031.  Within this Application, provide all information that you 
believe will assist the Co-Trustees in determining how your proposed activities are compatible 
with the conservation and management of the natural, historic, and cultural resources of the 
Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument (Monument). 
 
 
ADDITIONAL IMPORTANT INFORMATION: 
 

• Any or all of the information within this application may be posted to the 
Monument website informing the public on projects proposed to occur in the 
Monument. 

 
• In addition to the permit application, the Applicant must either download the 

Monument Compliance Information Sheet from the Monument website OR request 
a hard copy from the Monument Permit Coordinator (contact information below).  
The Monument Compliance Information Sheet must be submitted to the Monument 
Permit Coordinator after initial application consultation. 

 
• Issuance of a Monument permit is dependent upon the completion and review of the 

application and Compliance Information Sheet. 
 
INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED 
Send Permit Applications to:  
NOAA/Inouye Regional Center 
NOS/ONMS/PMNM/Attn: Permit Coordinator 
1845 Wasp Blvd, Building 176 
Honolulu, HI 96818 
nwhipermit@noaa.gov 
PHONE:  (808) 725-5800 FAX:  (808) 455-3093 

 
SUBMITTAL VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL IS PREFERRED BUT NOT REQUIRED.  FOR 
ADDITIONAL SUBMITTAL INSTRUCTIONS, SEE THE LAST PAGE. 
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Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument 
Permit Application Cover Sheet 

 
This Permit Application Cover Sheet is intended to provide summary information and status to 
the public on permit applications for activities proposed to be conducted in the 
Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument.  While a permit application has been received, 
it has not been fully reviewed nor approved by the Monument Management Board to date.  The 
Monument permit process also ensures that all environmental reviews are conducted prior to the 
issuance of a Monument permit. 
 
Summary Information 
Applicant Name: Hannah Altschwager 
Affiliation:  The Swim - Swimpac 
 
Permit Category:  Special Ocean Use 
Proposed Activity Dates: November 2018 
Proposed Method of Entry (Vessel/Plane): Vessel 
Proposed Locations: We are still in discussion to determine the exact location and are also open 
to your suggestions. We are looking for a place that would have a good scientific and educational 
value to promote Papahanaumokuakea 
 
 
Estimated number of individuals (including Applicant) to be covered under this permit: 12 
Estimated number of days in the Monument: 50  
 
Description of proposed activities:  (complete these sentences): 
  

a.) The proposed activity would…  
The proposed activity would be THE HOPE SPOT SWIM: a swim endurance effort to 
highlight the importance of the MPA to better understand and protect our ocean.  

 
b.) To accomplish this activity we would …. 
The long endurance swimmer Ben Lecomte will be swimming for several days in 
Papahānaumokuākea (the exact location and timeframe will be chosen in coordination with 
our partners -we value your input as well-), escorted by his crew on the support sailing yacht 
Seeker. This expedition will have 4 missions:  

 
c.) This activity would help the Monument by … 
1. EMBARK THE PUBLIC ON AN INTERACTIVE ADVENTURE  

This swim will be a catalyst to bring public attention on Papahānaumokuākea. Throughout the 
journey, the audience will be able to follow the adventure day by day through an online tracker, 
and interact with Ben and the crew, as if they too were part of the journey.  
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2. DOCUMENT THE MPA WITH VIDEOS, PICTURES AND ARTICLES  

The crew will share with the audience what they experience and produce original content in 
order to create a virtual visit of the MPA.  

Using our large audience we intent to promote The Hope Not Swim across all platforms and 
draw attention to the protected areas. Scientific protocols on board The Swim allow researchers 
on land to better understand the state of our oceans. They include collection of micoplastics, 
marine debris studies and water toxicity. Being involved in various campaigns has helped us 
draw attention to these issues, such as participating in Plastic Free July, inspiring people to cut 
down on single use plastic.  
We are using the protocols on board The Swim to create lesson plans for class rooms around the 
world where students can learn more about the state of our oceans health and how their actions 
impact our environment.  
Short from and mid form videos made by Seeker and Discovery are a great way to draw attention 
to the issues facing our oceans.  
 

3. HIGHLIGHT LOCAL INITIATIVES AND THE OTHER MPAs  

Ben and his crew will coordinate with local organizations and scientists to use the swim as a 
platform to highlight the research and education work already in place in Papahānaumokuākea, 
as well as the entire MPA network.  

We are already working with  
- Mission Blue, founded by our patron Sylvia Earle.  
- University of Hawaii  
- International Pacific Research Center with Dr. Nikolai Maximenko and Dr. Sara-Jeanne Royer. 
- Ocean Voyages Institute / Project Kaisei  
- Scripps  
- Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution 
http://benlecomte.com/community/  
 
In continuation of The Swim from Japan, this story in the monument will show that even the 
most pristine environment is affected by our action on land, and that the beauty of marine life 
and the ocean contrats with the virus of plastic pollution. Plastic is not contained in a specific 
area, the entire ocean is affected by it. By collecting fragments in the monument, we will show 
that even this place, dedicated to the health of our ocean, is affected by plastic. Our 
comprehensive campaign is designed to inspire the public to change their relationship with 
plastic and help the ocean recover.  

 
 

4. PROVIDE A REAL CONDITION TESTING ENVIRONMENT  

This swim will break up Ben’s world record swim that has taken him from Tokyo across the 

http://benlecomte.com/community/
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Pacific Ocean.  

c.) This activity would help the Monument by ...  

MPAs and National Parks are not only sanctuaries for wild life, they also raise awareness 
on the social and cultural benefit of protecting our environment. What made the success 
of National Parks is our ability to explore them, develop a close relationship with them, 
understand the importance of protecting a healthy environment, and therefore lowering 
our impact on them. Contrary to National Parks, MPAs are by definition less accessible 
to the public for visit and exploration. We can therefore wonder:  

How ignite public support for Marine Protected Areas? The Hope Spot Swim will 
be an opportunity to engage the audience in an adventure across Papahānaumokuākea and 
promote local initiatives to better understand and protect our oceans.  

 
Other information or background:       
The Hope Spot Swim will be an important step for Ben and the crew on their expedition. In 
Spring 2018, the long distance swimmer started a world record attempt swim across the Pacific 
Ocean. He and his crew are 1000 miles into a 5,500-mile expedition from Tokyo to San 
Francisco to contribute to science and engage people on the importance of ocean preservation.  

Ben was the first person to swim across the Atlantic Ocean without a kickboard in 1998. For his 
next first, Ben is swimming from Tokyo to San Francisco, 8 hours a day for 6 months, escorted 
by Seeker, a 67ft steel-hulled sailing vessel and her 9 crew members.  

The Swim is the first citizen science expedition of its kind, as Ben and his crew collect samples 
and data to contribute to oceanic and medical research for renowned institutions including 
NASA, Argonne National Laboratory and many others.  

Throughout the expedition, they’re bring their followers right to the middle of the Pacific Ocean 
for a six-month journey. Everyday, they share their adventure with videos, photos, and on their 
online logbook. The audience is also able to follow the progress of The Swim with a live GPS 
tracker, and directly interact with the crew through social media.  

You can find more on Ben’s swim at www.seeker.com/theswim. and www.benlecomte.com  

http://www.seeker.com/theswim
http://www.benlecomte.com/

